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PREFACE. 



XT is not very probable that the following pages will ever 
transgress the circle for which they were originally desigQed. 
But, should sach be the case, the author feels botind to 
explain, why, in an age when it may be said with income 
parably greater force than in the days of Solomon, '*0f 
making of books there is no end," he obtrudes on the pub^ 
lick a number of common truths, couched in very or- 
dinary language : facts of which no reader can be ignorairt| 
and inferences which every reader may readily draw. 

For the character of the work the author hopes he 

shall stand excused, when he states that it was not written 

for the closet ; provided be can produce sufficient apology 

'for giving to the literary eye what was intended only for 

the general ear. And this he hopes to do. 

The author^s intention in preaching this course is 
mainly developed in the first sermon. The life of David 
is one of such extensive and varied spiritual instruction, 
that it is perhaps unsurpa$6ed save only by one other; 
while, at the same time, it has affotded a handle for in- 
fidel objections, an apology • for audacious sinners^ and a 
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stumblingblock for weaker brethren. In discharging the 
important dtsiy of explaining and inforcing religious 
truth/ the author conceived that he could not be more ef-^ 
fcctively engaged than while wresting from the infidel his 
weapons, tearing the veil from sin, and preparing before 
the infirm the way of the Lord. With these views he entered 
^ his task. He was, indeed, aware^ that all ibis had 
I^n done before with greater power and demonstration 
than any which he could aspire to wield ; but, in a large 
(XMRgregation, there would be necessarily some who had 
fiever been acquainted, with the knode in which this had 
been effected ; and, even had there been only one person 
present, whose faith had suffered through a plausible 
tbpiigb shallow objection, the author conceives the restor'^ 
ation of that soul a sufficiekit apo|ogy for detailing to hun*> 
4reds of others,, arguments wHh which they were perfectly 
ficquainted ; and this opinion, he is certain, will have the 
sttffra^ of the congregation where these sermons were 
preached. He did not conceive that the exhaustion of 
(hat instruction which the life of David supplies, was any 
sufficient reason to deter him from hU undertaking ; utili- 
ty, rather than novelty, he still presumes to believe to be 
tlie object of a preacher ; if indeed the latter be promoted 
to this dignity, most of the dergy must resign their pvlpitt^ 
and it were pity that any shoidd retain tliem. 
JU coajbrmi^ t# this idea, the author presume to at-- 



tm'taiii opiniorH^oti preaching^^ which woutdndi be Bdhoed 
by all auditors. He (3 not dislposed to efAtontvge ihaf 
dread of aBennon composed of common truths and easyr 
dedtlclions, Which is soroetinies manilested by fastidiouS' 
hearers. In this he may be said to ooiteu4t ^elflove-^boif 
he thinks he has reason for his belief. These same oom<^ 
mon and wellknotm truths are the most essential aid- 
vital ; and the authm* does not think the eloquence' of thtf 
pulpit most perfect when they arc thrown into the shade^it^ 
make room even for the most florid foreground of rbeto^ 
torick, or <he firmest bastion of argumentation* All cannot 
appreciate a 'trope^ or ibltow a demonstration ; and tboscc 
vrko can^ it is to be hoped ^ come to church rather for the 
improvement of their hearts, than the exercise of tbeiv 
witsv A plain, clear, serious statement of facts according, 
to the preachers's best apprehensions of the sensis of Scripi* 
ture^ argumentative so- fan as all cw follow, declamatory 
so far as all can. feel— rthis the author conceives ta be. 
^ preaqher's best ambition : this he has not attained-r^. 
but this be follows after; This style, he allows, is not 
always adapted to procure a high reqputation fiur the^ 
minister, although there have been some illustrious excep^^ 
iions ; its tendency is tO' produce a more silent, but a 
deeper, a wider and\a more useful influence-^it reaches 
beyond the car and the brain, and like the word of Crod^ 
of which it is the exposition, discerns tbe thonghts and 
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ilUenta of U^e. heart, if death and eternity^ >th^ven and: 
belly redemption and salvatioii bp unequal to touch the, 
hearts of intelligent, immortal, and responsible creatures, 
I^t us see the magick oratory and the demonstrative Ipgick? 
which will prove successAil. 

. The author, however, is perfectly ready to admit that 
bis id^l perfection of a sermon is very different from that, 
of a literary composition. Were his sermons equal to his. 
own-siandard, he should conceive them very unfit for pub« 
lication ; and, defective a$ they are, much more so. The. 
iiiformation which is sought from books is of a profounder 
character than popular discourses ought to give; and the. 
reader is disappointed at finding facts which he previously 
possessed^ an4 arguments which he readily perceives, ex* 
pr^.$sed rather with colloquial baldness than with the chaste 
simplicity of tasteful composition. He is wearied with repe* 
titions and observations, which, however pertinent else* 
where, here become cumbersome ; he seeks facts and ar- 
guments only, anxious to be his own judge and expositor ; 
but he meets no new facts, and no profound arguments;^ 

and the rest has no internal charm of studied eloquence to 
detain him. 

The author then is completely aware of the disadvan- 
tages under which his work appears, and the reproach 
which .may be levelled at him for adding his quota U^ the> 
accumulating dustheap of modern writings He therefore 






ndw proceed«. to explain under \fhat ctrcuitetancrs the 
publication was oominenced. . ^ 

After the conclusion of the series, the author wai 
visited inthe vestiyoFSt. George's Church by some leading 
members of the congregation, for whom he feels the iiigheS 
respect and esteem, and whose friendship for him induced 
them to discover in his discourses qualities which rendered 
them worthy pdblication. These gentlemen requested the 
author's permission to solicit subscriptions for this purpose^: 
a permission readily granted, a$ the author did not feel dis- 
posed to forego the honour they designed him, nor to with-^ 
hold from the congregation, in any shape, what was inten-^ 
ded for their use. These gentlemen, accordingly, to6k 
upon themselves to ascertain the sense of the corigregatidn; 
and a nttmber of contributions sufficient to defray the ne- 
cessary expenses being recorded, the list was forwarded id 
the author. 

Havihg, he trusts, satisfitctorily explained himself to 
the publick, the author must now endeavour to make his 
peace with those kind friends for whose use this volume h 
principally intended, and who, he fears, dready have begun 
to reproach him with unnecessary delay in its publication! 

As soon as the publication of his discourses was deter- 
mined, bis first intention, arising from the donsiderafiods 
already mentioned, was to rewrite them, and render them 
less unworthy a place in a library* This design he after-' 



i«^rd« abandonedy ftohi the (eelii^ tbit it weiiM be unjiMt 
to present to his friends if hat they hadmol sobscribed for., 
Still thdrerwere some reasons for additioo. The ftnthor, 
lylien he on^imallj contemplated the subjeet^ had. taken a 
more totensiTe ¥ie\r Ihan he broH^t. into tiw pulpit. A 
tanjecture^ not altogdJber unfonndedy that' the series was 
beeoming wearisontey indttcedr him to contract hi» plan ;. 
sd that ten 'sermooa oidj wevd ever preached* As the sub« 
scriibeTSy however, bad given th^ most Unequivocal proof of 
titcSr aitcniioii ' and iditerest^ he was anxious to suppl;ip> (o 
tb^ru* ia Ibll what he had feit himself compelled tb abrid^ 
OP dmit i«» the! pulpit ;r and this task it was his intension to; 
cftoimenoe xmr the completion of a literary engagement 
wbicbrtbeii'detaftned him. Ht bad scarcely discharged, this 
IHMer dat}v when- a sevei?e indisposition suddenly deprived 
thef^dlstfict.of the indefatigable and insurpassable exontidii^ 
of its beloved pastor, the Rev. Joun Vane. The inoreaaei 
of oceupatkitt whidi thence devolved upon the author ren- 
dtsred the proaecation of his design impracticable, and het 
intended to defer the publication until it should pleaso God- 
to fsemovo hk chastisement finos^the flock andtbe^isbep^ 
herd. 

The author's recent appointment to the curacy of 
MiltOQ>;>)acat Sittingbaumo, in Kent, in9k(99 tt immqr 
diatlelj n^ceslary that he should, in somi^ manner, redeem 
tho |dedge wbixbh he had gi¥ett ti» Ins fricddsu He bii^.nQw^ 



therefore, ^added two. 8emiat)» to 4li^ (brmer -toMetlkm} 
and, if he has not given a tery full detail of alMbattinay 
be said oa the Hie t>f David, he (rusia the thread it iXfS^ 
broken and complete, i The eleventh seriifton^ being wh^y 
written for the pwa^, (has been cornfiosed withtmi referent^ 
to thpse rules which the author makes the basis of Iiift 
preaching. The teiith has been, for the most part, pridaohed 
on another occ&oon ; but as this portiqn of the practical 
argument was one which required illustration, and the an* 
thor felt himself unable to a£ford a better, he did not s€ru«> 
pie to adopt what he had before composqd. Some few 
additiitaSy but very few, have been elsewliere made,' whdn 
tJb( author happened to have treated an incidental subjeot 
moro in detail. An example of this kind oomn^ in the 
ninth sermony which, as some of the congregation ma^p 
possibly recpllect, haa been augmented from^ a diacoara^ 
preached on the fifth of last Novemben 

The author hopes that the above explanation will 
sufficiently clear him from the charges of indiflerence an4 
indolence, and aHay the. expectations which some ofhi^ 
flriends may have fonned from his somewhat piNitmelecl 
delay. He can imagine the inquiry 
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Quid dignum tanioferet hie promissar hhtu iCt 



and he feels that this volume answers it but coldly* The^ 



XTl 

merits of his labours, however, are in indulgent bands, and 
be doubts not that the kind reception lYhicb has attended 
his humble professional endeavours will not desert him 
here. To this subject he cannot merely allude. During 
the three years of his connection with the district, be has 
experienced a kindness and an affection, which will ever 
remain aipong his most cherished recollections, and stand 
forward amid his proudest and most grateful acknowledge 
ments. The Rev. John Vane, Minister of St. George's, 
Camberwell, has been, on all occasions, his generous and 
steady ifriend ; prompt at all times to accept the imperfecttcms 
of his services, and> under every circumstance of difficulty, 
with the confidence of real dignity, to give him credit far 
no motives save such as. his own hononrable breast might 
harbour : whilst a congregation religious without severity, 
and hospitable without ostentation, have accepted a zealous 
will amidst unequal efforts, and allowed the very inadequate 
discharge of a very arduous dutyio represent the abun- 
dance* of his wishes. Grateful for all their kindness, he 
retires, in the fervent hope that his duties may be sus^ 
tained by a far abler head, by a &.i more encrgetick hand, 
and by a heart equally engaged in their welfare. 

H. T. 

DCLWIOH, 

March 7th, 1827. 
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the operation of some extraordinary influence^ 
Peter, emboldened by the divine impulse within 
' him, stood forth to explain the^ causes and ob- 
jects of the great woiider which had just com- 
manded the attention of all. In his speech, he 
addresses himself chiefly to the Jews, of whom his 
audience principally consisted, "shewing by the 
Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ," * especially 
by the testimony of David. "Let me," says 
he, "freely speak unto you of the Patriarch 
David ;^' implying, thitlt he might with confi- 
dence employ the authority and example of 
David in addressing those who acknowledged 
that law of which the Patriarch was an illus- 
trious witness, and, in most things, a faithful 
servant. To you, my brethren^ I will now turn 
myself after the example of this great Apostle, 
and adopt the words of the text. ^' Let me 
freely speak unto you of the Patriarch David :" 
you acknowledge his inspiration and divine com- 
mission ; you employ the effusions of his . heart ' 
when you wish to convey to the mercyseat 
above the warmest aspirations of yoiu: pwn>T7 
you believe, when you read his history, that all 
the transactions of his eventful life^^^ happened 
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utitu him for ensaniples, and are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world 
are come." ' Therefore, my brethren, to you I 
speak in confidence, that you will not allow an 
exam'ple so powerful to be recalled to your me- 
mory in vain. To set the life of David before 
you in that clear and forcible light in which it 
ought to appear, in order to suggest the best 
considerations for practice, may appear at first 
to be a presumptuous attempt ; but the truth is 
far otherwise. In the Bible itself, if it be read 
with a serious desire to learn and profit, the his- 
tory of David appears with a strong practical 
lustre : but with this the preacher must not be 
content; "the Gospel is hid to them that axe 
lost;" ^ that is, the wilful and presumptuous sin- 
ner, nay more, the lukewarm and thoughtless, are 
as ignorant of the Scriptures, so far as practice 
and selfregulation are concerned, as those who 
never read them ; and even the Christian, he 
who has been deeply influenced by the solem- 
nity of revelation, and is sensible of his relations 
towards God and the world, can never feel it 
superfluous to consider the warnings and encou- 
ragements, presented by the lives of those who 

X. xu * 11 Cor. IV. iii. 
B 2 




have trodden the same paths befiMre him. No 
apology, therefore, do I feel to be necessary, 
eitheir for presumption on my part, or for any 
apparent attempt to explain what must be well 
known and even practically understood by all 
of you, in calling your attention in my present 
discourse, and in some bihers, which, by the 
peripission of Proridehce, it is my intention 
here to deliver, to the history of the Patriiarch 
David. It is not enough that any thing ha9 
been clearly stated in the word of God; tho90 
whom he has called to the dread responsibility 
of the qfiinistration of that word, are etijoined 
as their principal duty, to lay it ccmtinually be4 
finre his people, and rightly to divide it, so that 
the substance of every part of it may pass beforo 
his church in succession, and dl may thence be 
instructed and encouraged to cultivate a libetul^ 
rational and intelligent acquaintance v^itb the 
groundwork of their faith and dntjr. Freely 
then let me speak of the Patriarch David, in 
the confidence that you will attend to the afiu-f 
thwity of hi^ example, and learn, from what oo4 
curred in his oase^ to distrust yourselve^apd 
to ^^ be strong in the Lord, and in the power of 

his might ;^^ '' tQ be convinced of the deadliness of 

.,' ''■■ ■ ■ I ■ ■ I ■ ■ I ■ 1 1 ■ ■ I 
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sin^ and the necessity and efficacy of repentance; 
and that you will carefully and practically im- 
prove to your present comfort and everlasting 
welfare, the . living proof which the history of 
David affords us of the necessity which exists 
for that watchfulness, which, our Heavenly 
Master says, is incumbent on all. " 

But there is yet another reason why the con- 
templation of the actions of Oavid cannot but he 
useful in the period in which our lot has been 
cast. The scripture historians are very concise, 
and often relate transactions simply as they took 
place, without expressing any opinion on their 
moral or religious character. UnbeUeTcrs, with 
an equal want of candour and just argument, 
hare chosen to assert that, in all these cases, the 
inspired authors have not disapproved the actions 
which they relate; although it is notorious, that, 
where the occasion requires, such actions are 
condemned by them in the most positive terms, 
or by the plainest and most unequivocal in* 
ferenoes. To answer these objections would be 
simple loss of time. No reader of ordinary 
history would dream of associating the charao 
^ ters of the narrative with the sentiments of the 
' Mkrk Xill. jutKvii. 
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tmrrator; nw has any rotton been alleged why 
the sacred historj should be an exeepCion to a 
rule 80 obrious. But in die case of David, ob- 
jectors apprehend thai thev hare firmer gitmnd 
to adyance on; Darid is nndisgaisedly staled in 
Scripture to have been guilty of some enonnons 
sins, as for example, murder and adultny : yet 
is he emphatically called ^the man after God^s 
own heart:^ and hence they conclude diat the 
God of Jews and Christians is stated in the sa^ 
cred books to hare approved murder and adul- 
tery. And this assertion, false and blasphemcHDa 
and hollow as it is, has been found of suffident 
weight to overthrow the belief of some who 
called themselves Christians, and who have 
actually renounced their fiuth and their hope, 
when a quarter of an hour's reading in the 
Kble might have set thra[i right in opinion and 
practice, and substituted a joyful expectation 
for a dread of odd insensibility, or tmr that more 
terrible sensation which is designated in the in- 
distinot but intelligible language of the Apostie^ 
^*a oartain ftarful looking for of judgement 
rad fiery indignation, which shall devour the 
adrerMriMt" * 



^mmmmf^'^^rn^mm ■ ■ ■ ■■ 



^ifabr.Z. xmL 



But the right use of reflection on this truth, 
that Christians can thus fall from the faith, is 
to make us more distrustful, and more careful in 
examining and proving our own selves nhether 
we be in the faith : and to impress on our minds 
more and more deeply the certainty of the fact 
which Scripture proclaims and experience con- 
firms, that we are " very far gone from our origi- 
nal righteousness," " and that our inclinations are 
by nature distempered and depraved. Were 
it not that this natural corruption would be best 
indulged if the Scriptures were not true, surely 
we should not easily yield ourselves to any ar-' 
guments against them weaker than those wa 
have in their favour. If the Bible be indeed an 
account of real events, affecting interests as &t 
above all we are accustomed to call interest 
here as the heaven is above the earth j if " we 
have not followed cunningly devised fables," ** 
but have given our assent on solid conviction to 
truths momentous beyond expression or concep- 
tion, then indeed, ^'if we know these things, 
happy are we if we do them :" " we are created 
for a glorious object, worthy the great Being 
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who flummoned us into existence, worthy our- 
selres, created at first in his image, holy and 
immorta), and since, redeemed by his love, 
I when we could do nothing for our own salva* 
tion. If the Bible be true, God is inexpressibly 
more holy, more just, more merciful, than any 
scheme of natural religion can shew him to be : all 
the difficulties concerning Providence and man's 
present condition vanish and become new argu- 
ments for the unfathomable perfections of God : 
man's destiny is nobler, the standard of his con- 
rersation is higher, his duties are clearer than 
on any other conceirable supposition. But if the 
Bible be not true, the fair hopes and the high 
destination of man must perish together ; he is 
the child of a day, created with powers and fa- 
culties which are never fully developed or called 
into action ; endowed with sensibility only to 
feel more poignantly the stings of that sorrow 
which is his irreversible portion ; with know- 
ledge, only to be sure of his frailty and mortality. 
If this be the difference between the conditions 
of the Christian and the unbeliever, (and this 
it is) be sure, my brethren, as you value your 
everlasting peace, — and I would say, as you 
value your happiness in life, but this considen^ 



J 



tion is not to be thought of in the same moment, 
— ^be sure, then, my dear brethren, to try the 
spirits of those who would persuade you that the 
Judge . of all the world ever approved the acts 
of adultery and murder. Is it not He that 
has said: ^^Thou shalt not kill?''* are not his 
words, ^^thou shalt not commit adultery?" 
Has he not said that " there is no peace to the 
wicked ?" ^ Is any thing more strongly insisted 
on in the whole sacred volume than the perfec- 
tions of God and his detestation of sin ? Is not 
the whole plan of our redemption founded on 
this perfection of the divine nature ? Nay more, 
is it not said in the precise case now under our 
consideration, ^^ the thing that David had done 
displeased the Lord ?'' "^ and if so, let us not 
lightly Suppose, against the whole testimony of 
the word of God, that he ever approved of sin ; 
let us not embrace so tremendous a consequence 
as the nullity of all our Christian hopes and the 
fruitlessness of all our Christian duties, because 
a single passage is adduced which we cannot at 
first reconcile to the rest of Scripture. Let us 
suspect ourselves, and not God, and feel con-p 

' Exod. XX. xiii. ^ Exod. XX. xiv. ' Isaiah XLVIII. xxii. 
and LVlIt xxi. ^ 11 Sam. XI. xxvii. 
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yinced that our inattention has caused the doubt# 
Let us search the Scriptures whether those things 
be so, and we sh^ always, if we study in aa 
honest and sincere spirit, discover the real 
source of the difficulty* 

Now if this be done in the case of what bas 
been said concerning Darid in the Bible, the 
unbelieTer must retire in discomfiture firom the 
citadel of our hope. We will not allege that 
when this testimony of David was first given, 
his character was irreproachable, because, al* 
though this would be true, it would still be to 
question the foreknowledge of God: besides, 
the same testimony was pronounced dsewhece 
by God concerning David, after his death. * Bat 
let us consider the circumstances under which 
the words were spoken* The Israelites had 
been fcnr a long time in open rebellion against 
God; in the days of the. Judges, ^^ every man 
did that which was right in his own eyes ^^ ^ and 
a slight acquaintance with the character of man 
suffices to inform us what such a state of matters 
must necessarily have been. The priests, who^ 
in those corrupt times, were the only persons 

*I Kings, IX. IT. and inanj other pastnges of the iane book.' 

^ Jtu%. XVil. vi. and XXI. xzv. 
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who could have stemmed the current of iniquity, 
appear to hare outrun its ruinous course, and 
became the authors and examples of every kind 
of crime: until God permitted them to fall in 
battle, and the external symbols of his covenant 
and presence to be profaned by the hands oi' 
idolaters. Although he was the immediate King 
and Guardian of his people, they placed no 
confidence in the extraordinary protection which 
was daily manifested among them by sign and 
miracle: they required a king to govern them 
like their less favoured neighbours, and their 
request was granted. But the disobedience, in- 
gratitude and violence of Saul, called down upon 
him the judgments of God. Samuel was com- 
missioned to inform him that the Lord had 
sought him a man after his own heart, and the 
Lord had commanded him to be captain over 
his people. Now the sense in which David is 
here called '* a man after God's own heart," is 
not with respect to his private character, but as 
opposed to the publick character of Saul. David, 
as a king, was a zealous patriot and an enlight- 
ened supporter of the interests of religion : He 
operated a total change in the spiritual situation 
of his country, and converted ignorance and 
c 3 
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confusion into a state of the most perfect and 
extensive religious knowledge which the times 
permitted^ and an order and discipline which 
nothing could surpass. He maintained ^ that 
mod6 of government which God had appointed 
in all its integrity and purity; and certainly did 
rtiore for the strengthening and preservation of 
the Israelitish constitution than any other sove« 
reign whatever. In this light he was proposed 
as a model to Solomon and succeeding Princes^ 
ahd not with any respect to his private morals. 
But this wais not all ; terribly as he afterwards 
fdl, he was yet, perhaps, the only person at that 
period, Samuel alone excepted, who entertained 
any very enlightened conceptions of religion : he 
was **a Jew inwardly f' * he had the principles 
of piety and virtue in a very eminent degree : 
and when it is considered that God is declared 
to have been greatly displeased with his sins, to 
have visited him with the most signal judgments, 
ahd only to have accepted him after repentance 
scarcely to be paralleled and never to he sur«9 
passed, we shall find small occasion to be o&i^ 
fi^nded at hearing him called, and that too amid 
such universal depravity, a man after God^s own 
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heart. The expression is extremely iigura^ 
tire, as is obyi<tos at the first consideratioa : but 
we may determine it to mean a person accept^ 
able to God»: Now every believer, through his 
Saviour, is acceptable to God : but it is by the 
means of faith and repentance: the Christian 
often falls, and so often as he does, he is in the 
most alarming ^ danger : but sincere repentance 
and desertion of sin will, through the merciful 
provisi<ms of the new covenant, always restore 
him to the favour of God : and if so, then was 
David a man after Grod's own heart even in ^ 
further sense : for not only did he make religion 
the basis of all his political conduct, but, by sin- 
cere repentance and acknowledgement of his 
wickedness, ' ufiited with general obedience and 
perfect trust in God, he attained, so far as hu- 
manity can attain, to that frame of heart which 
alone secures to man the blessings procured for 
him by his Redeemer. 

On this part of the character of David, I shall 
have more occasion to enlarge, when I advance 
to the particular circumstances of his life with 
which it is most connected. Fcm: the present^ 
perhaps, enotigh has been said to prove that no 
antecedent objection lies against the Scripture 
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account of the divine perfections, from the «?& 
corded sinfulness of David. Other arguments 
against this prince which have been cited by 
unbelievers for similar purposes, I purpose to 
demonstrate in the course of my future obser« 
vations, to be founded in misconceptions fx 
ambiguities of translation. At present I will 
only request your most serious attention to one 
point, which must be thoroughly understood 
and considered, before we can engage profitably 
in the contemplation of the life of David ; by 
profUably, I mean, in such a manner as to 
derive thencefrom an improvement in our fee^ 
ings and practice; by which, and by which only 
we can judge, whether the word of God has 
wrought its purpose among us : whether the 
seed has fallen in good ground ; whether we 
hear the word, and understand it, and bring' 
forth fruit accordingly. 

There is this difference in the uses of sacred 
and ordinary history. In reading both, indeed, 
we make use of past evente for the regulation of 
future conduct; but, while attention to the lessons 
of ordinary history can only produce temporal 
advantage, the benefits which we derive from 
the right application of sacred, are available to 
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eternity. And in like proportion is our danger, 
where we neglect to study and apply those Scrip- 
tures, which were written for our learning. By 
far the greater number of examples furnished by 
profane history, would be of no personal service 
to any of us; whereas all the historical characters 
of Scripture are, to the Christian, objects of 
direct individual interest. When once God has 
spoken to man, the prince becomes an esample 
to the peasant, which he can improve to his own 
private use. 1 speak not to depreciate the study 
of profane history, which, beside its wordly uses, 
has numberless recommendations to the Christiau 
as such ; among which^ not the least, is the lustre 
which it casts on the sacred records. Yet it may 
be said with truth, that few can derive much 
practical instruction from the histories, for in- 
stance, of Xerxes and Alexander; and those who 
can, can only employ it for temporal purposes ; 
while all, without a single exception, may gain 
from the biography of David, the most valuable 
and useful directions to assist them in a course of 
great hazard and di£Bculty, where the prize is 
imperishable and of infinite value. 

Let me be permitted to suggest, in what man- 
ner the example of David appears to be &irly 
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and legitimately applicable to each of us in par- 
ticular. David was anointed with the Holy 
Ghost, for an especial purpose, the maintenance 
of religion in himself and people. In our bap- 
tism, we hare been anointed in a similar manner; 
God has covensuited, in that sacrament, to assist 
our endeavours to serve him £adthfully by the 
grace of his Holy Spirit, without which we could 
do nothing. Now we may be quite certain that 
what God gives is sufficient to effect its intended 
purpose : and therefore the grace of God could 
enable David to perform the objects for which 
it was granted him; and the same grace is alike 
competent to accomplish the same objects in us. 
If therefore there was any failure/, on David's 
part, it must not be ascribed to the insufficiency 
of God's assisting grace, but to his own sinful 
negligence in not employing U.e «lv»tege. b^ 
Stowed on him ; and the like must be said of 
ourselves. When we behold the simple unarmed 
shepherd boy advancing against the mailed and 
colossal champion who had been trained from 
his ybuth to war, and the might and menaces 
4>f the profane warrior dashed into dust and 
nothingness by a single pebble from the brook, 
me fed that ^ there is no restraint to the Lord, 
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to save by many or by few;"^ we learn to 
ascribe our successes to his power; to put our 
confidence in his protection, whether the contest 
be with external dangers, or with the dark army 
of the destroyer, his wily and delusive suggest- 
ions, and our own pernicious inclinations. From 
the terrible fall of the monarch, arrived at the 
height of power and prosperity, and after the 
most abundant and acknowledged experience of 
the mercies and purity of God, we learn dili- 
gently to take heed lest we also fall ; by his ob- 
duracy afterwards we are instructed that it is the 
nature of sin to blind us to our condition in res- 
pect to God, and that it is therefore our duty to 
inquire into ourselves before we may be rendered 
less able for the task, and that sin is not only an 
evil in itself, but that it reproduces itself infinitely 
until at length the Spirit of God refuses to strive 
against it; and from his repentance and subse- 
quent forgiveness we are encouraged to detest 
our sins and, by the mercy of Him who hath 
taken them on himself, to '^ come boldly to the 
kthrone of grace, that we may find mercy and 
1 grace to help in time of need."*' All these con- 
I siderations I shall endeavour to set before you 
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more in detail in future discourses ; yet must we 
remember the principle at the outset, that we are 
not reading to praise or to condemn, but to in« 
struct and improve ourselves in learning what 
God has actually done in cases similar to those 
which may any day become our own. 
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SERMON II. 



ON THE IMPERFECTION OF HUMAN INSIGHT. 



I Sam. XVI. vii. 

The Lord seeth not as man seetb, for man looketh on 
the outward appearance ; but the Lord looketh on the 
heart. 

X HB introduction to Dayid which the Scrip- 
tures give us, sets his character before us in a 
light peculiarly interesting and useful in a prac- 
tical way* When the disobedience and impiety 
of the king of Israel, Saul, were now at their 
height, and Grod had determined his expulsion 
from the throne, Samuel is commissioned to visit 
Jesse the Bethlehemite ; God haying, as it is 
expressed in the history, provided him a king 
among his sons. These were eight in number : 
but the youngest, Dayid, then about twenty-two 
years of age, was considered by his father too 
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insignificant to attend, and, accordingly, he re- 
mained in the field, tending his father^s sheep* 
When the sons of Jesse were assembled to pass 
in review before Samuel, no sooner had Eliab 
appeared, than the prophet, struck with the dig- 
nity of his presence and deportment, exclaimed : 
^^ Surely the Lord's anointed is before him.'' 
But the Lord said unto Samuel, ^^ look not on 
his countenance, or on the height of his stature ; 
because I have refused him ; for the Lord seeth 
not as man seeth : for man looketh on the out- 
ward appearance : but the Lord looketh on the 
heart," All the other sons of Jesse, except 
Darid, having passed in succession before SaF* 
muel, the prophet told the father, ^^ the Lord 
hath not chosen these,'' and continued : ^^ Are 
here all thy children ?" Then it was that Jesse 
seemed first to remember that he had another 
son ; and he answered, " there remaineth yet 
the youngest, and he keepeth the sheep." — 
David being then sent for, was immediately 
called by God to a nobler pastorship : " to feed 
Jacob, his people, and Israel, his inheritance." * 
The dignified deportment of Eliab, and the firm 
and vigorous manhood of the elder brethren 
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might have pointed them out to men as better 
olyects of choice than a rustick and neglected 
youth of two and twenty : but God looked upon 
the heart of David with the eye of prescience 
and omniscience: he saw that David, and David 
alone, was qualified to be the minister and in- 
heritor of his blessings : and, though despised 
and disregarded by all connected with him, 
David became, not only the chief of his own fa- 
mily, but the head of all the tribes of Israel. 

From the outset of David's life, then, we may 
draw three important conclusions. First, that 
God makes choice of those to inherit his best 
blessings whose hearts he knows to be right. — 
Secondly, to be very cautious in our opinions 
concerning ourselves. — Thirdly, to be equally 
circumspect in our judgments concerning others. 
Each of these points I shall endeavour briefly to 
illustrate. 

First of all it is to be observed, that, when 
the Scriptures speak of persons as ordained and 
predestinated to future blessings, it is only either 
because their lives and conversation are pleasing 
to God, or, if not so, because he foreknows that 
they will afterwards prove so. When it is said 
> of Abraham that " he shall surely become a 
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great and mighty nation, and all the nations of 
the earth shall be blessed in him ;^' ^ the reason 
immediately follows ; ^^ For I know him that he 
will command his children and his household 
after him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord to do justice and judgment.'' When the 
honour of giving existence to John the Baptist 
is bestowed on Zacharias and Elisabeth, the sa- 
cred historian takes pains to inform us that 
^^ they were both righteous before Crod, walking 
in all the coihmd.iidments and ordinances of the 
Loird blarneless.'' ^ When G>rnelius was chosen 
to be the firstfruits of the Gentile harvest, we 
are told : ^^ He was a devout man, and one that 
feared Grod with aU his house, which gave much 
alms to the people^ and prayed to God alway.'' ® 
The case of St. Paul, which is ordinarily brought 
forward as an especial proof of God's arbitrary 
selection, is, indeed, a confirmation of what we 
are now saying. The heart of Paul was espe- 
cially adapted for receiving, embracing, and 
diffusing' the mercies of the Gospel. Man, ^ho 
looked on the outward appearance, judged otho^ 
wise; — Ananiks, who knew him only by the 
fame of his persecutions, would remonstrate 
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with God ; " Lord, I have heard by many of 
this man, how much evil he hath done to thy 
saints at Jerusalem; and here he hath authority 
from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy 
name." * But the Lord replied as he did to 
Samuel; he confuted the proud selfcomplacency 
of human penetration, with "go thy way, for he 
is a chosen vessel unto me." Infinite foreknow- 
ledge beheld through the mist of ignorance a 
misguided zeal, an heart substantially right and 
devout ; and " whom he did foreknow, he also 
did predestinate and whom he did predestinate, 
him he also called." '' St, Paul indeed himelf 
expressly assigns his ignorance of his former 
sin as the condition of the mercy shown him ; ^ 
whereby it is implied that, had he sinned ivil- 
fully, he would not have been an object of 
mercy. Similarly in the text, the reason given 
for the selection of David from all the sons of 
Jesse is, *' the Lord looketh on the heart." The 
Lord knew the sincerity and the piety of his 
intentions, and therefore, although he was de- 
spised and rejected of men, he was honoured 
and accepted of God. 



• Acts IX. xiii. xiv. '' Bom. VIII, jxix. = I Tim. I. juii. " I ob- 
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This conduct of the Lord, with respect to 
David, is especially important, because it is only 
a sample of his dealings in regard to ourselres* 
The Lord is now looking on the heart of every 
one amongst us; we have been praising him 
with the homage of the lips, but he only knows 
if we have all tendered him the worship of the 
heart. '^Blessed'' indeed ^' are the pure in 
heart ;'^^ blessed indeed are those who have 
come this night, to offer to God the acceptable 
adoration of an heart acknowledging its own sin- 
fulness, but denying its inclinations, in the fear 
and in the might of the Lord, an heart disengaged 
from worldly cares, independent of worldly plea- 
sures, and superior to worldly misfortunes; an 
heart in heaven, where its treasure and its trust 
repose. Blessed are those, who, ^^ in an honest 
and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, 
and bring forth fruit with patience. ^ When the 
fjord looketh on such hearts as these, it is to 
love and to confirm, to comfort and to bless. 
But, my brethren, it must not be concealed 
that this frame of heart is not merely productive 
of the divine blessings, but it is also the oolj 
possible way to attain them. If you would hare 
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any hope of that happiness, which is prepared 
for those who love Grod, you must be in the 
number yourselves. You must not say, when 
you have His word before you, that God will 
mercifully forgive your sins, and that, if all were 
to perish who were no worse than yourselves, 
few could be saved. Can any person, not blinded 
by prejudice or passion, suppose that he could 
employ this excuse in the day of judgment? 
Where are we told that our neighbour's vices 
are to be the standard of our own piety ? Are 
we not commanded to be — not perfect as our 
neighbour, — ^but perfect as our Father which 
is in Heaven?^ God is infinitely just; remem- 
ber, the sacrifice of His everlasting Son, while it 
proves His mercy and His love, proves His un- 
bending justice : and, if it should be Ibund in 
the last day that the disobedient are more nu- 
itierous than the holy, numbers will never pro- 
tect them. All the world, except one femily, 
had corrupted its way, when the longsuffering 
of God waited in the days of Noah ; yet all the 
wwld, with the exception of that one fiutnily, 
suffered the just retribution of God, There 
were not ten just persons found in the cities of 
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the plain ; yet this was not made the ground of 
their preservation, but the reason of their over- 
throw. And, to come to the present instance, 
the seven sons of Jesse are rejected, and David 
alone accepted, because Grod saw that his heart 
alone was right with Him. 

It would be perfectly astounding and over- 
whelming to reflect, were it not that the consi- 
deration so alarmingly arouses our vigilance and 
eare^ that there exists a being ^' to whom aH 
hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid :'' who judges, not as 
man, . at second consideration, by inference and 
induction, but who sees the most latait opera- 
tions of the whole machine of mind, every nii- 
nutest bias and propensity, every secret spring 
of inclination and action, which even escapes 
ourselves ; all the intricate and complicated 
mechanism which connects human motive with 
human action; and who beholds all this without 
any intervening medium of passion or prejudice^ 
but in its real and undisguised essence.*— ^Yet, 
wonderful as all this is, it is no less certain that 
^^ all things are naked and opened to the eyes of 
Him with whom we have to do f ' * that He will 



•mmi^mmm 



»Hebr. JV. xiii. 



27 

render us equal retribution for all our thoughts, 
as well as all our actions: that He will weigh 
our actions by our intentions, and that He un- 
derstands these better than we can ourselves, 
without the help of His Holy Spirit to seek and 
search them. Since, therefore, we cannot de- 
ceive Him who looketh on the heart, it is our 
most vital concern and duty to look there our- 
i^elves, and to examine ourselves whether we 
be in the faith; to pray for God's Holy Spirit, 
that Spirit who searcheth all things, to direct us 
in the inquiry, to remember that the Scripture 
has put us on our guard against selfdeceit, by 
telling us ^^ that the heart is deceitful above all 
things ;'' * by warning us to ^' keep the heart 
with all diligence," since ^'out of it ai« the is- 
sues of life ;'' ^ and that " he that trusteth in his 
own heart is a fool.'' ^■ 

It should be remembered that the greatest sin- 
ner may be anxious to preserve a good reputa- 
tion with the world, because without this, it 
would be impossible to maintain a comfortable 
existence : but it should also be remembered that 
reputation is not virtue, but only its semblance : 
and those who strive to obtain a good name are 

* Jer. XVII. ix. ^ Prov. IV. xxiii. *^ Proy. XXVIII. xxvi. 
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generally successful, since man looketh only on 
the outward appearance* Doubtless, a good name 
is a yaluaUe possession; but we are not to sup- 
pose that we are good precisely in proportion as 
we are so reputed. We may act from a desire to 
stand well with the world, instead of a wish to 
approve ourselves to (rod; mankind, judging 
from outward appearances, may give us th^ good 
fame which we have toiled for; but are we 
thence to conclude that we stand equally right 
with Him who looketh on the heart alone? 
Never, my dear brethren, deceive yourselves so 
grossly. Regard not the opinion of the world as 
any standard of your situation in respect of Go4» 
Like Eliab, you may win the admiration and 9$^ 
fection of the world, and yet not be accepted by 
God. External appearances, personal partiali- 
ties, ten thousand causes may conspire to rendor 
others your favourers and admirers; but remem- 
ber that their favour and admiration will acta- 
ally avail you nothing unless you possess with it 
an higher approvaL If your heart condemn 
you not, then, and then mily, have yon coiiji- 
denoe toward God :* if you feel, after a strict 
search into your own motives, a diligent ccMnpa- 
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rison of them with the revealed will of Grod, and a 
careful endeavour to exclude seUove and self- 
deceit, that your reputation is the pune and 
genuine lustre of your good works before men, 
then you may thank God, who has enablied you 
to diffuse his glory, and look vritb a substantial, 
yet an humUe hope, through the atonement of 
your Saviour, to the rewards of etwnity. 

Awful as is the idea to a reflecting miad, that 
the most secret oounsek of the heart, counsels 
often secret even to ourselves, appear in broad 
daylight before tJie searchjig eye of God, we 
must not be ^ far orerwhelmed with the r^^9- 
tion as not to rratiember that God, while He 
views our infirmities, is com[»ssionate and merv 
ciful; not to the toleration of known sinfulness, 
even in thought; (His perfections forbid J) but 
to the fiMTgiveness of our impiK'fections where 
our hearts are as little imperfect as our best en- 
deavours isan make them. Indeed the^ is not 
to the true Christian a more consolatory truth in 
all the ^ible, than that which assums us that 
the hearts ofallare<^en to the Lord. Ifdiiswere 
not the case, we must depend for all our happi^ 
ness on the judgment of man, who can look no 
further than the outward appearance. Our 
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kindest and best intentions would be miscon-^ 
strued, our purest motives questioned, and our 
best actions censured ; and the heart, surcharged 
with rejected benevolence, would burst amidst 
its own bitterness. But, thanks be to our mer- 
ciful Father, He is our witness, and He will be 
our advocate, in the day when the thoughts of 
all hearts shall be revealed ; when that which 
has been spoken in darkness shall be heard in 
the light, and that which has been spoken in the 
ear in closets shall be proclaimed aloud upon the 
housetops; and when He who seeth in secret 
shall reward us openly. Come then, ye base 
and unthankful ! abuse our gratitude, and ren- 
der us evil for good ; come too ye, on whom we 
lavish the choicest and fairest proofs of our affec- 
tion, whose love is our earthly light, whose pre- 
sence our earthly happiness; brand our motives 
with falsehood, our conduct with hypocrisy: 
you may burst the heart of the worldling, . but 
the Christian fears you not. From you he ap- 
peals, in the silent integrity of his heart, to Him 
for whom it has been purified ; he knows the 
Lord is looking on that heart, aod to His good 
providence he resigns his cause in faith and 
tranquillity. He abates not his endeavours to do 
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good: he advances resolutely in the path of 
duty; he heeds not the charge of hypocrisy or 
dissimulation ; he supports himself in the strength 
of the Lord, and waits resignedly that appointed 
time when He will come, and '' bring to light 
the hidden things of darkness, and make mani- 
fest the counsels of the hearts :'' * and when 
every man shall receive his reward from God. 

Moreover, the Christian vdll acquire another 
important lesson from the text, as regards the 
consideration of his own condition. No one 
among us ought to esteem himself unhappily cir- 
cumstanced, whatever may be his situation, or 
whatever his afflictions. Remember that of the 
sons of Jesse seven were honoured and esteemed 
by their father, and among men ; one was. neg- 
lected and despised: yet were all the former 
rejected by the Xiord, while t)ie poor unhonoured 
David vras taken from the sheepfold, to be a 
King and the ancestor of the blessed Messiah. 
But at the same time remember, that David was 
not chosen because he was despised among men, 
but because his heart was right towards God ; 
poverty and lowliness of estate in themselves give 
us no title t6 the favour of God; but the poor 



• / 



» lOor.IV.T. 



32 

Who endeavour to do their duty in their station, 
and the afflicted who bear their afflictions pati- 
ently, hat^ no reason to repine : the Lord has 
looked on their hearts, and pronounced con*'- 
oerning them : Blessed are ye poor, for yours 
is, — not the Kingdom of Israel,— but the King- 
dom of Grod, Jerusalem which is above. '' Bless*- 
sed are ye that mourn, for ye shall be com- 
forted." * '^ For Grod shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain t for the former things 
dhall have passed away." ^ 

» 

Let us how proceed to inquire what the text 
instructs tis with regard to ouf judgments of 
6tlMris. To pass judgment on th6 motives of 
others at all, is ah action expressly condeonned 
In Scripture, ahd it is forbidden too, on a pe^ 
nalty whidh (should make us pause before We 
eonmiit itt ^^ Judge not, that ye be not judged^" "" 
This is the strongest argument which oould be 
employed to make us lenient in our opinions af 
others. But the text shews the extreme nhreai- 
sonablehess, ho lett than wickedness of soeh 
conduct. We can only judge by outward ap^ 

• Matth. V. iv. » Rev. XXI. ir. ^ Maith. VII. i. 
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pearance after all : Samuel, a virtuous and reli- 
gious man, chosen by God to be his minister 
and interpreter, is mistaken in his estimate of 
£3iab: and, after this, we must acknowledge that 
the best and wisest among us have little chance 
of an insight into the character of others, so 
long as our opinions must be guided by outward 
appearance. We are not indeed to trust our 
lives or fortunes in the hands of strangers,' on 
the assumption that they will prove faithful : 
we know that there is evil in the wwld, and it 
Would be imprudence to be unprepared for it 
in a»ny shape : but in our dealings with man- 
kind, charity requires that we should put the 
best po^ible construetion on all their actions : 
for^ should we have judged them too favoura^ 
bly, no injury could arise to any party: while 
on the otiier hand, since we can only look on 
the outward appearance, we may readily be 
deceived, and adopt sentiments injurious to 
them and to ourselves. How many a friend- 
ship, consolidated by yeatis of mutual kindness, 
has b€ieA dissolved in an instant by the miscon- 
struction of a word or an action I^^— Nothing, 
under such circumstauiSes, should make us forget 
the imperfection of our knowledge of human 
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character; and if unworthy motives are diis- 
claimed by our friend, it is our duty, where the 
thing is possible, to accept his renunciation aa 
sincere. It has not been, perhaps, the fortune 
of any oneW us to have advanced any distance 
in life, without his purposes and conduct being 
very mucli misunderstood and misrepresented, 
through no malicious intention perhaps, but 
through great want of caution and proper re« 
flection on the imperfect means which all man* 
kind possess for understanding the characters of 
each other. This should teach us to exercise 
towards others the forbearance and candour 
which we claim for ourselves ; or we cannot 
reasonably complain of the misconstruction of 
our own motives. It is no excuse to say that 
we slandered our neighbour ignorsintly: the 
driinken man commits many sins ignorantly, 
but he knows that intoxication will subject him 
to the commission bf those sins, and therefore 
the act of drunkenness involves the sin of its 
consequences. — It is thus with idle censure : al- 
though we may suppose it true, yet, if it turns 
out to be false, we are involved in all the guilt 
of falsehood and slander. — A virtuous and un- 
blemished reputation, through our sin and foUy^ 
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may contract a stain which no recantations of 
ours shall be able to obliterate. A man whose 
good name was his earthly estate, may be driven 
by our heedless and irreparable guilt to tempo- 
ral ruin : and this may not be all — God forbid 
that any minister should preach that innocence 
should be rejected because reputation is lost: 
but we know our weakness : and, if we are to 
judge by example, it requires a purity and sub- 
limity of faith rarely to be met with, to support 
real integrity after the loss of character: and what 
then is to become of the unhappy rictim of our 
fdOji Outcast now from God, as well as the 
world, he lives for sin or he dies by sin, with pros- 
pects which it freezes the blood to reflect on. — 
Yet reflect on them we must, if we would form 
a just estimate of the sin of slander. — We may 
say he committed these sins of his own free will, 
and he must answer for them himself. So he 
must: — ^But shall we escape who placed the 
temptation in his way ? — Shall we say we in- 
tended nothing of the kind, and will such ex- 
cuse avail before God ? what then did we in- 
t^id P Our spiritual advantage, his interest, or 
the publick good ? In a word, God's glory, or 
our neighbours advantage ? If we intended none 

F 2 
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of these, it is idle to set up excuses : we hav^ 
no course but the deepest repentance and the 
most careful renunciation of the sin which has 
ak^ady perhaps inirolTed one in eternal misery, 
and will ourselves, if not instantly rejected.-^--^ 
Nor is it sufficient that we conquer the habit, 
unless we eradicate the inclination also ; fear if 
we have not charity, we are nothing : our faith 
is impure, our hope deceitful ; and charity re- 
joiceth not in iniquity. 

But above all, this incapability of sedng the 
hearts of men should restrain us from all eurioas 
speculation on the characters of those with whom 
we have no concern. Could we see their hewts as 
clearly as we can observe their outward conduct^ 
we should still be inexcusable, as frail and fEilMble 
creatures, in passing judgment on our biethrto: 
but, as it is, our judgments may he aa false as 
they are cruel and criminal: like Jesse, nay^ 
like Samuel, we may despise those whom God 
has not despised : we may condemn as. reprobate 
and mioonverted those to whom God wiH give 
the kingdom of Heaven; and we may drawrcom*!* 
parisons &vourable to ourselves, where the Lord, 
who looketh on the heart, may judge otheiH 
wise. While disgusted at what we regard as 
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irreUgion in others, we may perkaps, by our 
spiritual pride, be equally oflSeadera in the eye 
of God. 

In conclusion, and as a summary of what has 
been said : Let us, wherever and however situa^ 
ted, never forget that the eye of God is upon 
us, and that our very thoughts, which He closely 
observes, will be matter of inquiry in the last 
day. Let us, therefore, be careful to regulate 
our inmost desires so as to please the Searcher of 
all hearts. Let us not be deceived by the praises 
of men into the belief that we are in a state of 
grace ; but let us examine our own habits of 
thought and action, and, trying them by the 
word of God, discover whether they be such as 
He requires. Neither, on the contrary, let us 
be discouraged, by disapprobation, by unkind- 
ness, by injury, so long as we have the testi- 
mony of our conscience that we are striving to 
please God. Let us leam to think and speak 
charitably of our brethren, since we know we 
are greatly liable to deception in our estimate of 
character : and remembering that ^^ the Lord 
seeth not as man seeth,'' distrust our own con- 
ception of ourselves, and implore the righteous 
Lord, who only knoweth the hearts of men, to 
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^^ cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the in- 
spiration of His Holy Spirit : that we may per- 
fectly love Him and worthily magnify His holy 
name, through Christ our Lord.'' 
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SERMON III. 



DAVID AND GOLIATH, 



I Sam. XVII. L 

David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with 
a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him. 

X HB event ;i;vhich these words comprise is too 
weU known to require repetition. It will only 
be necessary to deduce from this transaction, 
such inferences as seem best calculated to im- 
prove us all in sentiment and practice, to the 
edification of the general body of Christ^s Church, 
and that of each member in particular; that 
the power, the glory, and the mightiness of the 
government of God n^ay be known unto men, 
not simply by the mere record of his marvellous 
acts, but engraven in the living tablet of our 
own examples^ so that men, seeing our good 



40 

works, may glorify our Father in Heaven with 
like spiritual and liyely worship. 

It is not my intention, with an ancient father^ 
whose fancy too frequently exceeded his judg- 
ment, to discover in this transaction a type of 
higher and more mysterious matters,"^ — ^That 
the Scripture presents instances of historical 
types, will not be doubted by any Christian, 
because the writers of the New Testament fre- 
quently represent to us in this light the histories 
of the Old : and that David himself was a type 
of Christ, is a &ct which I shortly endeavour to 
shew. But there is nothing either in Scripture 
or in reason which should lead us to suppose 

* Quid autetn aliud ^tra conitk GoIitiAi fioaiiti David miasa, 

BiBi Christufn oontrk diaboloM ax aainiiia David vantoroffl-aigoiA- 

caviit 

AugusUn de V. tieerea. cap. i. 

See tliis subject pursued more at length in tliis fatker^s Iwen- 
iiath setmon '^de dWerris,'' hia second sermon on the first SilMay 
after Trinity, and his eomment op Psalm CXUIi., wheta^ spnildof 
of the ephah of parched corn carried by David to his bre^brep, be 
makes the three measures of which an ephah consists, a type of 
the Trinity ; the lea cheeses, of the ten commandments; ]^b, of 
the Jewish nation ; the situation of the Jews before ibe battla with 
the Philistines, of the oppression of sin ; their not daring to fight 
until the arrival of David, of the impossibility of sinners contend- 
ing without Christ ; Uie five smooth stones of the brook, of the five 
books of MoseMr and many l^e eatMivaganoiia. 



that this particular transaction was a type of any 
' other whatever; and, we ought certainly to be , 
rery cautious how we indulge interpretations of 
the word of God, without any other ground 
f than a warm imagination and a zeal devoid of 
L knowledge. — Still, all Scripture is profitable, 
1 And therefore this passage must be so ; we need 
I act make ail its circumstances types, but there 
I may be parallel cases to which the consideration 
I ef an event in general may be profitably applied. 
f - — For (to repeat a remaik which I made in a 
former discourse, but which it will not be useless 
t to recollect in this stage of our contemplation,) 
tthe sacred history is of far more general appli- 
cation than any other; since, where God has 
©nee held intercourse with man, every circum- 
' Etance connected with such intercourse becomes 
of service to us all ; for as God is not a man to 
lie or to repent, but his system of government is 
uniform and immutable, we may be quite cer- 
tain that, as he has acted in any instance, simi- 
larly will he act whenever a similar instance 
occurs. If this reasoning be unexceptionable, 
as I think it is, then, without regarding any 
part of the history of David and Goliath as (y- 
picalj we may etill ajvply to our own situations, 
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.omised land. Under the new cove- 
jw that the old things have passed away, 
erent,, though not less diflBcult, conflict is 
je maintained. As our condition and du- 
aes are spiritual, so our enemies are spirttual — 
Sin from within ; the World from without ; 
above, all, the Devil, that wicked spirit who 
brought death first into the world, and still so- 
licits us to transgression and destruction, beset 
our path, and strive to bereave us of our inheri- 
tance in Canaan above. No considerate person 
will deny that these opponents are as far more 
powerful than our best unassisted resolutions as 
Goliath was than David. — There is therefore, 
without any forced or fanciful parallel, this de- 
cided resemblance between the cases of David 
and ourselves ; both are endowed with the 
strength of the same Spirit: both are exposed to 
very unequal enemies. — The first prevailed. 
Can we learn, from his example, how we may 
prevail also? 

A little attention to the subject will enable us 
to answer this question in the affirmative. 

After David had received an extraordinary 
effusion of the Holy Ghost, and was solemnly 
appointed to the highest dignity to which any 

G 2 
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what we know to be similar^ and thence derive 
instruction for our coi^duct in them. I shall 
endeavour, on this principle, to show in what 
respects the history before us bears on our own 
cases. 

I have laid it down as a principle at the out- 
set, that in one respect every Christian resembles 
David : he has been, at his baptism, anointed 
by the Holy Ghost for an especial purpose : 
called and selected from the world to be " a 
member of Christ, the child of God, and an in- 
heritor of the Kingdom of Heaven,^' The Holy 
Ghost has been given him in order to enable 
him to do what he then covenanted to do, to 
^^ fight manfully under the banner of Christ, 
against Sin, the World, and the Devil."— The 
anointing of David was not certainly for pre- 
cisely the same purposes : he lived under a very 
different dispensation : a law in itself external, 
although it had higher significations, but was 
still only a shadow of the good things which 
now are come : he was chosen by the Holy Spi- 
rit to establish the worship of God by his ex- 
ample and his power, and to chastise those na^ 
tions whose wickedness had reached its crisis^ 
and who molested his people in the possession 
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■of the promised land. Under the new cove- 
nant, now that the old things hare passed away, 
a different, ttongh not le--s difficult, conflict is 
.to be maintained. As our condition and du- 
ties are spiritual, so our enemies are spirHual — 
f Sin from within ; the World from without ; 
above all, the Devil, that wicked spirit who 
brought death first into the world, and still so- 
licits us to transgression and destruction, beset 
our path, and strive to bereave us of our inheri- 
tance in Canaan above. No considerate person 
win deny that these opponents are as far more 
powerful than our best unassisted resolutions as 
Goliath was than David. — There is therefore, 
.■without any forced or fanciful parallel, this de- 
cided resemblance between the cases of David 
and ourselves ; both are endowed with the 
strength of the same Spirit: both are exposed to 
very unequal enemies. — The first prevailed. 
Can we learn, from his example, how we may 
prevail also ? 

A little attention to the subject will enable us 
to answer this question in the affirmative. 

After David had received an extraordinary 
effusion of the Holy Ghost, and was solemnly 
appointed to the highest dignity to which any 
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works, may glorify our Father in Hearen with 
like spiritual and liyely worship. 

It is not my intention, with an ancient father^ 
whose fancy too frequently exceeded his judg- 
ment, to discover in this transaction a type of 
higher and more mysterious matters. ■' — ^That 
the Scripture presents instances of historical 
types, will not be doubted by any Ghiistiaii, 
because the writers of the New Testament fre- 
quently represent to us in this light the histories 
of the Old : and that Dayid himself was a type 
of Christ, is a &ct which I shortly endea^iiat Id 
shew. But there is nothing either in Ph ■ iiHiiiC 
or in reason which should lead us to waffmt 
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of the promiHed land. Under the new cove- 
nant, now tliat the old things have passed away, 
a different, though not Ie=s difficult, conflict is 
to be maintained. As our condition and du- 
ties are spiritual, so our enemies are spirHual — 
Sin from within; the World from without; 
above all, the Devil, that wicked spirit who 
brought death first into the world, and still so- 
licits us to transgression and destruction, beset 
dur path, and strive to bereave us of our inheri- 
tance in Canaan above. No considerate person 
will deny that these opponents are as far more 
powerful than our best unassisted resolutions as 
Goliath was than David. — There is therefore, 
.without any forced or fanciful parallel, this de- 
cided resemblance between the cases of David 
and ourselves ; both are endowed with the 
strength of the same Spirit: both are exposed to 
yery unequal enemiesi. — The first prevailed. 
Can we learn, from his example, how we may 
prevail also ? 

A little attention to the subject will enable us 
to answer this question in the affirmative. 

After David had received an extraordinary 
effusion of the Holy Ghost, and was solemnly 
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what we know to be similar, and thence derive 
instruction for our conduct in them. I shall 
endeavour, on this principle, to show in what 
respects the history before us bears on our own 
cases, 

I have laid it down as a principle at the out- 
set, that in one respect every Christian resembles 
David : he has been, at his baptism, anointed 
by the Hoiy Ghost for an especial purpose : 
called and selected from the world to be " a 
member of Christ, the child of God, and an in- 
heritor of the Kingdom of Heaven." The Holy 
Ghost has been given him in order to enable 
him to do what he then covenanted to do, to 
*' fight manfully under the banner of Christ, 
against Sin, the World, and the Devil." — The 
anointing oi' David was not certainly for pre- 
cisely the same purposes : he lived under a very 
different dispensation : a law in itself external, 
although it had higher significations, but was 
still only a shadow of the good things which 
now are come : he was chosen by the Holy Spi- 
rit to establish the worship of God by his ex- 
ample and his power, and to chastise those na- 
tions whose wickedness had reached its crisis, 
and who molested his people in the possession 
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of the promised land. Under the new cove- 
nant, now that the old things have passed away, 
a different,, tinough not less difficult, conflict is 
to be maintained. As our condition and du- 
ties are spiritual, so our enemies are spiritual — 
Sin from within ; the World from without ; 
above, all, the Devil, that wicked spirit who 
brought death first into the world, and still so- 
licits us to transgression and destruction, beset 
our path, and strive to bereave us of our inheri- 
tance in Canaan above. No considerate person 
will deny that these opponents are as far more 
powerful than our best unassisted resolutions as 
Goliath was than David. — There is therefore, 
without any forced or fanciful parallel, this de- 
cided resemblance between the cases of David 
and ourselves ; both are endowed with the 
strength of the same Spirit: both are exposed to 
very unequal enemies. — The first prevailed. 
Can we learn, from his example, how we may 
prevail also? 

A little attention to the subject will enable us 
to answer this question in the affirmative. 

After David had received an extraordinary 
effusion of the Holy Ghost, and was solemnly 
appointed to the highest dignity to which any 
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of his eountrymeu could aspire, we do not find 
that he assumed that superiority to his brethren 
and even to his father, to which he .was most rai- 
doubtedly entitled ; he went back to his pastoral 
occupation, and remained in the discharge of 
his duties as a respectful son and an affectionate 
brother. This conduct of David wiU astonish 
none who understand the real spirit of the Gos- 
pel. If there be one here who values himself on 
his spiritual acquirements, and his growth in 
grace ; who supposes himself to have been arbi- 
trarily selected by God, for no other purpose, it 
appears, than to be saved without exertion; and 
regards his neighbour, whose views of religion 
and habits of ccmduct differ from his own, as 
unchristian, and unregenerate ; who trusts in 
himself that he is righteous and despises others ; 
let him be intreated to review the conduct of a 
character manifestly and confessedly actuated by 
an extraordinary portion of God's Holy Spirit, 
and let him compare this conduct with his own. 
The same causes must produce the same effects : 
if there be extraordinary dispensations still, 
when all necessity for them appears to be done 
away, their influences on nien's hearts will be 
the same as formerly: and therefore if there be 



any persons so favoured, assuredly we must ex- 
pect to see them acting in that love which is the 
g;enuine fruit of the Spirit, and " not seeking 
their own." ' They must be excellent in all 
'the relations of life: " kindly affectioned one 
to another, with brotherly love ; in honour pre- 
ferring one another.'' '' Such would be the un- 
doubted effects of an extraordinary impulse from 
heaven. Where these effects are not visible in 
the conduct, the Scriptures teach us that there 
eannot be any supernatural presence of the Holy 
Spirit: but where they are, we certainly know 
that, although the Holy Ghost is not supernatu- 
rally. He is really and effectively present. His 
presence with us, is a matter of condition: He 
will not go with us to the battle, if our own 
hearts favour the enemy; the first thing', there- 
fore, of which we ought to be sure, is that our 
hearts are so tempered by His saving influence, 
that, when temptation or tribulation would try 
our sincerity, we have that which will enable 
us, by the blessing of God, to resist. Now tliis 
we can only know by examining whether our 
own feelings and conduct correspond with those 
persons confessedly in this situation. If we' 
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find, on examination, the sam^ humility, the 
same reliance on God, the same disposition to 
fulfil our duties to society, which we observe in 
David, we have a reasonable hope of his success, 
and we may advance, with some degree of con- 
fidence, to fight the battles of the Lord. 

Living, in strictness, after God's own heart, 
David, as he did not seek power or grandeur, 
even when the Kingdom of Israel was conferred 
on him by the most unquestionable title, so nei- 
ther did he court difficulty or danger. ,His eldest 
brothers had gone to win glory in the ca^use of 
their God and their country: but he, God's 
chosen servant and his country's anointed king, 
lingered in the fields, inactive and obscure. — 
With all the ardour of a patriot, he yet endured 
the inglorious employment of a shepherd, when 
his country seemed to demand every hand as 
well as every heart: with all the devotion. of a 
saint, he yet could bear to see the inheritance 
of God wasted by the heathen, without raising 
a finger to redress. And why ? Because it was 
the command of his father. He knew that to 
obey was better than to sacrifice : he knew that 
God had strictly enjoined obedience to parents : 
and therefore he knew that he was performing 
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an action more acceptable to God in remaining 
at home and denying his dearest and most ho- 
nourable inclinations, than if he had turned to 
flight whole armies of the aliens, and rescued 
his country from their thraldom, and the honour 
of his God from their blasphemy. 

It is therefore the duty of the Christian not 
ambitiously to throw himself in the way of temp- 
tation in order to exhibit his zeal for his profes- 
sion, or his confidence in victory. This is be- 
coming a tempter himself, and acting in open 
violation of a positive command, " Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God."' Had David, 
contrary to his father's will, rushed to the battle 
and accepted the challenge of the Philistine 
champion, it is most probable that he would 
have been ruined by his illjudged and unau- 
thorized temerity. Our strength is given us by 
God, not for exhibition, but for use; if yre 
voluntarily seek danger in order to prove it and 
boast of it, as if our sufficiency was of ourselves, 
there is great danger that God may shew us that 
dependence which our pride wil! not acknow- 
ledge, by deserting us in the hour of peril. We 
are to keep aloof from sin, as long as sin keeps 
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afar from us ; but when necessity casts it in our 
path ; when sin begins the attack, either from 
without or within, then we^re to call on the 
name of God, then we are to defy the enemy 
boldly, and, by the divine blessing, then we 
may hope to succeed. We may rest perfectly 
assured that none of us will spend his life entire- 
ly free from temptation, because temptatioa is 
common to aU men ; but we must rath^ de« 
precate it, as we are instructed to do, than 
rush into it rashly and unadvisedly : and then, 
when it arrives, we shall be best able to show 
the power of God and to triumph to our eternal 
profit. 

To recur to the history. David, at length, 
finds an opportunity of re(x>nciling the gratifioa^ 
tion of his n<^le desires with the strictest obser- 
vance of duty. He is sent by his father to the 
camp to his brethren, to carry them provisions, 
and bring word of their health. When he ar- 
rives, he discovers that the whole army of Israd, 
with the monarch at their head, have been 
t»>wering during forty days beneath the threats 
df one man% He feels that this audacious bdas- 
ter must be opposed at all hazards ; and ^e also 
feels that the Spirit of God is suiOBicient to enable 



him, a weak unarmed youth, to enter the lists 
with the gigantick challenger. — He is reproved 
for his pride by a brother : he is accused of te- 
merity and dissuaded from the attempt by the 
prince himself; but Dayid is confident, not in 
his own strength, but in the strength of Him in 
whose Spirit he goes, and by and for Him, with 
a simple sling and stone, he lays in the dust the 
power and the threats of the vaunting and enor- 
mous Philistine. 

With the same feeling it is that we should 
advance to the contest with the enemy of our 
souls. He is far more powerful than we, and 
those who have not faith to oppose to him the 
invincible weapons of the Spirit of God, cower 
and tremble at his advances. — He defies us all, 
who are "the armies of the living God," 
" Christ's church militant here on earth," The 
Christian whose faith is unshaken wonders when 
he looks around him and beholds so many of 
his brethren tremble before the wily foe : but 
their terror is a stranger to his breast. He in- 
quires with David, " what shall be done to the 
man who takes away the reproach from Israel?*' 
And the answer is, " the man who killeth him, 
the king will enrich with great riches," " the 
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Hches of tlie glory of tis inheritance." " Hie 
lat overcometh," saith the Lord, ''shall inherit 
"all things, and I will be his God, and he shall 
be my son." " Faith in this promise, and hope 
to attain the reward, determine him to exertion. 
He heeds not the reproaches of a fearful broths- 
•who dares not resist the enemy ; he will nfft 
listen to those who would persuade him that his 
strength will not sustain him, for he knows that 
it is not his own strength, but that of the Al- 
mighty, on which he relies. — Firmly, therefore, 
he advances to the conflict, exclaiming "I come 
to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast 
defied." 

It is in this spirit that we must struggle with 
all the temptations of the world. — ^' Not that 
we are sufficient of ourselves to think arVy tMag 
as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of G(>d.'"' 
— With this sufficiency we must remember that 
we can do every thing required of us; and we 
must also remember that from the moment we 
renounce this strength, and rely upon our own, 
we are no longer to be compared to the com- 
missioned minister of God, executing his paiw 
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poses on the evil and impious, but are ratljei; 

like the simple unguarded youth which David^ 
would have been, had he acted in no other 
confidence than his own. The power. which 
David possessed would have availed him no- 
thing, had he not taken his sling and his stone ; 
and the powers of resistance which God has 
graciously covenanted to afford to us, will be 
equally useless unless we apply them through 
the appointed means : prayer, watchfulness, re- 
sistance to sin, resolutions of holiness, and a fre- 
quent participation of the means of grac« afforded 
in the Lord's supper. It never can be too often 
repeated that all God's blessings to man, and 
spiritual blessings more especially, are of no 
avail where man refuses to use them. God 
gives the sun, the rain, the soil, and the seed, 
but man must sow the field, or there will be no 
harvest. God gives the increase, but Paul must 
plant and ApoUos Avater. God gives the talents, 
but man must put them out to the exchangers, 
or else Christ at his coming will not receive liis 
own with usury. We might with as much rea- 
son pray to God to be gracions to our fields that 
they might bring . forth abundantly, while we 
neither tilled nor sowed, as pray for grace against 
H 2 
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tODptatkHi^ where we made no reastance to k 
oiureelTes. God's gnu» is to sapfrfj our defi- 
eiency, not to cany us irredstibly throogli the 
conflict ; if we take " the shield of iSrith'' we 
, shall undoubtedly be able to ^ quench all the 
iieiy darts of the wicked ;^ but if we win not 
take the trouble to raise it against the enemy, 
it will not protect us. The grace of God is an 
invincible weapon, but we must employ it, or it 
will no more fight our spiritual battles, than a' 
sword will defend us while we delay to draw it; 
or than the stones of the brook could avafl' 
David, while they only lay in the sling. We 
must therefore, as in every thing else, so in re- 
sisting temptations, not only pray for God's 
grace, but do our own diligent endeavour to 
overcome them. And, if we do this sincerely, 
we may be quite sure that we shall be carried 
through ; for, if we fail, we may be certain that 
we have not done our best endeavours* Again, 
the sling and the stone would have been useless, 
had not the Spirit of God guided the hand of 
David ; and in like manner the Christian must' 
fool convinced that the various means which are 
allowed him of contending with sin, are only 
efficacious because ^^ it is God that worketh in 
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him to will and to do," ' The certainty that 
all his strength is from abore, and the determi- 
nation actively to employ that strength, must 
go hand in hand ; neither will effect any thing 
without the other ; but the two combined will, 
by the blessing of God, finally beat down Satan 
under our feet. 

In our warfare with sin we shall occasionally 
find the armies of Israel ready to fly before the 
face of the enemy: that is, we shall sometimes 
meet with persons who have been consecrated 
to God in baptism, but who yet are unwilling 
to perform their own share of the covenant. The 
example of these must not diminish our own 
zeal for the steadfast performance of what we 
know to be our duty. We shall find some of 
our brethren, like EUab, afraid to engage in the 
contest themselves, and yet ready to reproach 
us with " pride, and naughtiness of heart," be- 
cause we have determined to live a life of 
severer holiness than any which they can bring 
themselves to bear. In our conduct towards 
them we must imitate that of David. We must 
remember that they are brethen; that, though 
timid and infirm, they have been baptized, like 
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oiiraetres^ mtatKe Israel of Christ, and, 
we may exhort, and even rebuke them, if we 
may minister to their reform thereby, we must 
not employ the language of anger, and still less 
that of judgment or condemnation. How elo- 
quent and forcible is David's appeal to his inju- 
rious brother! " What have I now done? is 
there not a cause ?" It requires no comment, 
although it derives lustre from the observation 
of an eminent modern Christian, *' that he is 
fittest to be God's Champion who has learned 
to master his own passions,"" Such must be 
our language to those who by ridicule and in- 
vective would turn us from the path of health 
and salvation. ** Is there not a cause" why 
we should persist in the firmest adherence to a 
practice conformable to our profe^ions ? There 
is every conceivable cause. There is gratitude 
for love which eternity could never repay; there 
is love which eternity could never satisfy ; and 
there is even private interest, which is more ef- 
fectually served by the service of God than 
by any other assignable means. By this appeal 
our brother may be convinced that there is some 
cause for what we do, and, through the mercy 
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of God, may himsdf be reclaimed, and be our 
comrade in the battle, and our witness and 
companion in the triumph above. 

We shall also find persons in the world like 
Saul, equally afraid with Eliab to engage, bat 
who will hold towards us a different language. 
They will tell us that we are too weak to con- 
tend with all the difficulties which we speak of, 
and they will offer us, as Saul offered David his 
armour, worldly precepts and maxims for the 
conduct of life, taken from their own experience 
and adapted to persons like themselves, but 
which, not being founded on the strict and un- 
deviating model of the law of God, are no more 
accommodated to the use of the Christian, than 
the massive and cumbersome panoply of Saul be- 
came the slender and unaccustomed David. But 
we " cannot go with these." We have not pro- 
ved them, and assuredly, did we prove them, we 
should find them useless. We must go in the 
might of the Lord, and in that alone ; by his 
help we may discomfit an host ; the terrible ar- 
ray of pride, avarice, ambition, envy, and all 
the unlawful desires of the heart wiU yield to the 
simplest and readiest means, as soon as sum- 
moned to surrender in the name of the liord. 
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Then shall we hemr ^^ the voiee sabring in hea^ 
yen: Now is come; s^lyalion^ and strength^ and 
the Kingdom of imr.God^ and the power of: His 
Christ ; ifor the. accuser of our brethrenJs cast 
down, which accused them before God day and 
night: and they oyarcame him by the bjpodof 
the Lamb.'' * < .: 
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SERMON IV. 



THE REWARD OF RELIGIOUS OBEDIENCE. 



I Sam» XVIIl. xiv, / . ) 

-■ David behaved himself mrisely in all his ways ; and the 
Lord. was with him. 

.t 

X HB destruction of Goliath was the event 
which) in the counsels of Provideneey was . in- 
tended to introduce David to puUick life, and, 
at last, beccmie the means of en^^bling him to 
fulfil the high destinies to which. God had ap- 
pointed him. An action so heroick, so impor- 
tant, and so totally unexpected, of necessity 
made him a permanent resident at the court of 
SauLr-His valour and bearing in the affairs of 
war, made it the prince's interest to advance 
him, and accordingly he was instantly promoted 
to the command of all the royal forces. But 
the character of Saul is a terrible picture. 
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sketched with the undeviating pen of historicfc 
inspiration, of what man becomes when deserted 
by his God, through whom alone he is able to 
do any good thing: ^'an evil spirit from the 
Lord troubled him ;" * .by which we are not to 
understand that God can ever be the author of 
evil; that no evil, however, can happen without 
His permission is certain ; wherefore it is to be 
collected from this passage, either that a spirit 
similar to those of which we have abundant 
particulars in the New Testament was allowed 
to possess him, or simply that he was given up 
to the evil dominion of his own natural corrup- 
tion; that the grace of God was withdrawn 
from him, and that, in consequence, he became 
what ^11 must become who grieve the Hdy Spirit 
of God by obstinate and deliberate wickedness 
the prey and slave of every evU disposition and 
every unholy desire, — Whichever of these, sup* 
positions we take, (for both have been supported 
by pious and learned Christians) there is enough 
to shew that Saul, on account of h^ repeated 
and wilful disobedience and sin, was now ^v&ol 
up to a reprobate mind, and a judicial privatioa 
of the means of holiness ^ exemplifying tlie so^ 

» f Sam. XVI. xiv. 
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lemn declaration of our Lord, that " from him 
that hath not, shall be taken even that which he 
seemeth to hare." " — In this deplorable situation 
of his soul, envy is the first passion which cir- 
cumstances solicit. To David he owed tempo- 
ptary relief from the mental darkness and terror 
which surrounded him, now that he was without 
God in the world ; to David he owed the deli- 
verance of himself, his family, and his kingdom, 
from a most sanguinary and unrelenting enemy: 
to David he owed the preservation of all that 
had been delivered : and yet when he heard 
the triumphal songs with which the women 
welcomed the youthful conqueror, " Saul hath 
slain his thousands and David his ten thou- 
sands," ^ he sickened with envy, and, in the 
words of the historian, " eyed David from that 
day and forward." — " What now" said he, 
" can he have more but the Kingdom ?" For- 
getful of all his private obUgations, of the law of 
God, of the common light of humanity, of the 
most sacred demands of hospitality, he conceives 
the atrocious scheme of murdering his supposed 
rival even beneath his roof, and in the very act 
of soothing his calamity ; but not succeeding in 
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this, '' he removed David from him, and made 
him his captain over a thousand.'^— It was in 
this situation that David merited tJiis testimony 
of the inspired historian, that he *^ behaved 
himself wisely in all his ways ;" and, that ^ the 
Lord was with him.''— These words, "he be- 
haved himself wisely,'' might be also tratislated, 
" he prospered ;" and this version the margin 
affords ; either interpretation would be strictly 
true, as applied to this period of David's life ; 
and even afterwards, he may truly be said to 
have prospered, even although his apparent 
circumstances were' adverse ; for he was pre^ 
served in dangers and calamities to an extent 
clearly proving that *' God was witli him" in an 
especial sense, sheltering him by the presence 
of his Providence; and, in the midst of his 
deepest misfortunes and bitterest persecutions^ 
his language is that of a mind absorbed in hap- 
piness beyond the controul of earthly circum- 
stances. '^ The anger of the Lord," says he jn 
a strain of impassioned and exulting devotion^ 
*' encampeth about them that fear him, and de- 
livereth them." ^ And then, appealing to his 
fellowcreatures with the confidenqe aild ardour 
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of happy experience, he immediately adds! 
" O taste, and sec that the Lord is good ! bles- 
sed is the man that trusteth in him." " A mind 
so constituted makes its possessor prosperous ; 
far more so than any who are so considered by 
the world. In whichever sense therefore we 
take the words of the text, either that " he be- 
haved himself wisely," or that '' he prospered 
in all his ways," the observatioo will allow of 
being extended over that whole portion of 
David's life in which he was subject to the 
persecutions of Saul, and before he was set- 
tled in his kingdom. — This is a period very 
rich in events; but to detail them, or any 
part of them, would be unnecessary. The 
consideration of these events may be em- 
braced in a single discourse; because, although 
they arc very numerous and various, they all 
tend to a single point ; which is, to set before us 
the character of David at a period when God 
was, unquestionably, with him : when his dis- 
position was eminently pleasing to God, and 
when he was endued with all the consolations 
and all the protections which the divine pre- 
sence and favour afford. Our duty will be to 
' Pg. XXXIV. viii. 




to strive to their utmost to do the will of God in 
all things, we should find that even in this life 
we should have such friends as no other conduct 
could obtain ; it is religion alone which makes 
, and supports friendship; for the irrehgious nuai 
beannot be said to have the principle of friend- 
' ship within him; his commerce is not conducted 
on the only motive which can produce genuine 
friendship, the love of man as a part of the love 
of God. As the Christian is commanded to re- 
gard no human being as indifferent, but to be 
^ anxious to promote the welfare of all, foes as 
fwellas friends; so bis friendships are altogether 
L of a more exalted and permanent cast than those 
' of the worldling. IJe selects for the intimates of 
f his own bosom, those only whom he knows, so 
) lar as man can be known, to bereUgiou5;hedoes 
,1 not judge by austere habits, morose manners, 
;^and perpetual conversation on topicks directly 
► religious; but he is careful to make those only 
li the inmates of his breast, and the partners of 
his counsels, whose conduct he perceives to have 
reference to an higher will ; and in real, genuine, 
active religion, there is little room for hypocrisy. 
The success of David was an event which could 
leave no doubt of the real motives of his, con- 






• dnct ; Jonathan, therefore, as a religious man, 
i attracted to him by a secret, yet irresistible 
sympathy. Jonathan was not long in learning 
the destined dignity of David, and that he was 
appointed by God heir to the throne to which 
I himself was born; yet so far from opposing the 
iwill of God, although temporally speaking, pre- 
ndicial to himself, he, on all occasions, pro- 
f iected David from the malice of Saul, while he 
rpreserved the most perfect allegiance to his 
fince, and the most perfect obedience to his 
father, A friendship grounded on any other 
notive than religion, could never have sustained 
such collision of interests, such delicacy of 
r Htuation, must certainly have ruined it. And a 
rJteligious friend could have acted no otherwise 
lan as Jonathan actually did. 
But although David had, amidst all his mis- 
fortunes, the greatest of heavenly and of earthly 
blessings, the approbation of his God, and the 
affection of his faithful friend, he had a fearful 
contest to maintain with temptation. Scarcely 
perhaps does any history, sacred or profane, 
publick or private, present an instance of such 
undeserved and accumulated aggression as was 
heaped on David by the relentless Saul; and 
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never, we may fearlessly say, was prorocfr 
tioii so enormous so nobly resisted. AltlK>ugb 
Saul had covenantee} to give his daughter Merab 
to David, he not only refused her to him, but 
gave her to another. He then gave him. his 
other daughter Michal, intending that she 
should prove a snare to him ; although the pro- 
vidence of God directed this marriage to his 
preservation. He attempted his life several 
times ; and at last, so far distressed him, that he 
who was the anointed king of Israel, wandered 
about a fugitive and an outlaw, associated, for 
the absolute preservation of life, with men of 
desperate fortune. In this situation David 
never thought of inflicting vengeance on Saul, 
but on every occasion manifested the strongest 
sense of the guilt of resentment; and when a|t 
last an Amalekite brought tidings of his enemy's 
death, asserting that it had been accelerated by 
himself, and presented him with the crown and 
bracelet which belonged to the deceased king, 
he ordered the messenger to be executed flwp 
having raised his hand against his monarch, and 
composed in honour of his enemy no less than 
his friend, that exquisite elegy which is preserved 
in the first chapter of the second book of SamueU 
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Wktti Isfabosheth, the scm of Saul, was tet up 
by a fiu^tion on his (ather^s throne, after the title 
of David had been openly recognized, David, 
with perfect justice, made war in defence of his 
ri^ht;xyet, when the pretender was treache- 
rously slain in his bed, he was so far from 
countenancing the proceeding of the assassins, 
that he sentenced them to inmiediate execution. 
Now, do we say that, in all this, David did 
more than his duty? — God forbid. — He did 
his duty, in some respects, imperfectly. But 
the question for our consideration is, whether 
we should, under similar circumstances, have 
discharged the obligations of religion so well. 
Most of our consciences would, I fear, reply in 
the negative: or if, in confidence of our light 
and powers, we might feel ourselves capable of 
the task, yet, if we may judge from the usual 
proneness of the human mind to suppose itself 
competent to more than it really can effect, we 
should be wisest in fearing that we should not 
abide the trial. At the same time, there is no 
reason, beyond our own infirmity, why we should 
not be equally successful with David. We hs^e 
the grace of God as he had, if we choose to 
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make use of it. There is not, howerer, much 
probability that we shall ever have our patience 
and forbearance exercised like those of David : 
but are we capable, let us ask, of much less 
than this ? Our lives and fortunes are not per- 
secuted by those whom we have most essentially 
benefited or most faithfully served : but all of 
us, at some time or other, suffer under the ef- 
fects of unprovoked malice or illrequited kind- 
ness. How do we bear these ? David lived in 
the old time, when it was said, ^^ Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour and hate thy enemy f ' we 
live under a dispensation of a milder kind : to 
us it has been said : " Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despitefuUy use 

you and persecute you ; that you may be the 

« 

children of your Father which is in Heaven ;'' • 
and this command is enforced by the considera- 
tion that we have all much more to be forgiven, 
than we can ever forgive ; and that God will 
only forgive us as we forgive our brethren. 

If there was one point in the private character 
of David which endeared him to God*s own 
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keart more than another, it was this forgiybneas 
of injuries, — If there was one characteristick of 
this period of David^s life more conspicuoua 
than another, it was this noble and almost 
Christian forbearance. Perhaps in no instance 
is the truth of the Apostolick observation, ** the 
wisdom of the world is foolishness with God,'' • 
more clearly exemplified than in this. — .God 
says, '^ David behaved himself wisely;'' the 
world would say, he behaved himself foolishly, 
and discovered a defect of spirit. — -But of what 
spirit?— Of the spirit of hiiii who was a kntiP^ 
derer from the beginning.— There was ho ddfi- 
, oiency of tourage in the character of David ; 
this his bitterest foes must allow him ; from his 
first rustick exploit to the establishment of his 
kingdom, he was a man of war and victory.-^ 
Yet he did not conceive revenge at all nedessary 
to his military reputation. He was totally un* 
aware of that meanness which it is now th6 
foshion to attribute to those who have the forti- 
tude and highmindedness to forgite. Even H 
wise and virtuous heathen has justly retorted this 
charge of meanness, and pronounced revenge 
to be the passion of a low, weak, and little 

* I Cor. in, xix. 
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mind* * And if such be the words of Nature 
amd the works of the Law. how shall resentment 
be tderated beneath the Grospel ? 

^Dearly beloved! arenge not yonrselyes, 
but rather give place unto wrath :^'^ If there 
be any among you, who entertain projects of 
revenge, or even feelings of resentment, just 
coolly and deliberately ask your own consciences 
this question: ^^to what possible good purpose 
will my conduct tend ?'' If you are careful to 
answer this inquiry to yourselves sincerely, you 
will learn that indulgence in revenge will not 
only injure the object of your unholy intentions, 
but, so far from obtaining any benefit to your 
ownselves, will, at the best, but disturb the 
serenity which Christian feelings would produce 
in your bosoms, and perhaps plunge you into 
eternal condemnation. David had sustained 
deliberate and premeditated injury; but fre- 
quently resentment is as groundless as it is^uilty ; 
your brother may have offended unintentionally 
and inadvertently; you may yourselves, also 
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Semper, et infinni est animi, parvique voluptaa 
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Juv. Sal. XIJL V. cxci. 

^ Rom. XII. six. 
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inadrerteiitly, have giTcn him a prorocation no 
less than that which is operating widiin your 
.wn bo«».; or, perhaps,^ i>Zn n.y, Lg 
with remorse and sorrow for his fault, and only 
wants the opportunity of repairing it« Do not 
forget that others have their passions, prejudices, 
propensities and habitual feelings, as well as 
yourselves. Make every kind and christian al« 
lowance for these; and however unjustifiable 
the conduct of your enemy may appear in your 
own partial eyes, take not upon your own blind* 
ness the execution of his sentence. Leave him 
to his Grod, who knoweth the secrets of his 
heart, and will reward him accordingly. 
^ Perhaps it has been the &te of some of you to 
have lost his enemy by death. If you have re« 
turned his enmity when living; if you- have. ohe<* 
rished towards him a malicious and revengeful 
disposition, what have been your feelings when 
the poor mortal object of your enmity was past 
the reach of its controul ? The eye which so late 
flashed with the fire of hatred and malice is 
fixed and sunken ; the tongue which poured on 
your ear the bitter sounds of invective, is moul* 
dering in silence. And thus will it be with 
yourselves. The day which rises on the corpse 
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of your departed enemy, may set on yonr own ; 
a few years, at most, must mingle in peace the 
dust and the a^es which of late, waged deadly 
war with esich other. * How contemptible thien 
should appear all your petty quarrels and bick- 
erings I What would you give now for a mo? 
mentis power to tell your deceased enemy that 
all was forgiyen and forgotten I to assure him 
that you felt the guilt and folly of resentment 
and that you would remember enmity no morel 
But you have no hope of this now ; you may 
dasp, in the bitterness of imagined reconciliation, 
the hand no longer able to return your caress ; 
but the spirit which governed it is gone to its 
everlasting doom ; perhaps with the sin of ha. 
tred to account fur« A brother^s soul is perhaps 
suffering the dreadful penalties of unrepented 
transgression, which your lore and forgiveness 
might, have converted to friendship and to 
Heaven I 

If we would know the miseries which result 

* The lato Dr. Parr, when standings between the gravestones of 
Pitt aad Fox in We^lminster Abbey, finely adapted a passage of 
Yir|;il| originally appli^ to a far less serious sqbject. 
Hi motus animomniy atque hsec certamina tanta 
Pulveris exigui jactu coinpressa quiescent ! 

Georg. IV. bczxvi. 
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firam the indulg^ioe of revenge, let us glance at 
an erent which this portion of David^s life sup- 
plies; his conduct in the matter of Nabal. This 
person 'had treated him with every insult and 
indignity which one man could heap upon an- 
other ; and David, in a moment of passion, had 
¥0wed the destruction of him and his &mily« 
But^ when restrained frqm the execution of his 
^Qlgr- purpose by the intercession of Abigail, 
liow fervently did he rejoice at his escape I 
^Blessed be^the Lord God of Israel, which sent 
IheQ this ,day to meet me, and blessed be thy 
aivice, which kept me this day from coming to 
(died blood, .and from avenging myself with mine 

9W&MBd.^?^* 

- • There is one circumstance in this part of 
David^s life which deserves to be particularly 
noticed^ since it nearly affects all our cases. — 
Vfe are too. apt, when our convictions are best, 
to be influenced against our own judgment and 
eonseience, by tl^e opinions of others : more es« 
pcmally, if they are urged on religious grounds. 
David, during his persecution, was once placed 
in this dangerous situation. He had his most 
inveterate en^my within his gra^p, and could at 

* I Sam. UVb axxii. 
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once have gratified revenge and assured his own 
security for ever. But he had no revenge to 
gratify : and security he sought from anoth^ 
quarter. He valued, and indeed he knew no 
security, save that which rests in a conscience 
void of offence, enabling man firmly to rely on 
an omnipotent Protector. Had the opportunity 
been offered to him again and again, it would 
never have occurred to him to embrace it ; but 
treacherous counsellors are at hand, who would 
persuade him to sin and destruction. They 
knew that David was only assailable by religious 
motives: they therefore urge him with ** Be- 
hold the day of which the Lord said unto thee: 
Behold, I will deliver thine enemy into thy hand^ 
that thou mayest do to him as it shall seem 
good unto thee." • But David knows that what 
may seem good to him may not seem good to 
God ; and therefore he takes not the advantage 
which circumstances had placed in his power* 
From this we are to learn that, where we have 
once taken up some great religious truth, as the 
forgiveness of trespasses and love of our enemies 
for instance, if all our dearest relatives and 
friends, aye if (to use a bold expression, but 

^ I Sam. XXIV. iv. 
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inHbich has been sanctioned by an Apostle) if an 
angel from hearen would teach us otherwise^ 
we must refuse to listen. Nothing can be 
clearer than that we are required to forgive: 
all the precept and all the example in the Bible 
say, forgive: we pray to be forgiven, as we 
forgive; if therefore the prayers of the un- 
foigiving are heard, it will be to their own ever- 
lasting destruction. This being once clearly 
established, we must feel certain that all argu- 
ments to the contrary, drawn from the Bible, 
must be founded in error and misconception ; 
and, therefore, if we yield to them, we must do 
€0 in the conviction of their utter fallacy, and of 
our own duty to resist. We may not, at first, be 
able to discover where the fallacy lies: but of 
its existence we can have no reasonable doubt : 
and if we will only resist evil on this conviction, 
we may afterwards examine the point, and we 
«hall discover the error. 

We may also observe that the passage of 
David^s life to which the text may be especially 
applied, when *^he behaved himself wisely in all 
his ways," and when *' the Lord was with him,'' 
was the time of his outward humiliation and 
adversity : and this may serve to shew us that, 

I. 2 
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although such a state as this is not good or to be 
sought after for itself, it has its securities: it 
teaches us to seek protection and comfort where 
we can only seek them with confidence, and hi 
the same proportion it rendei^ our actions^tefe. 
Such then among us, as hare had their lot oast 
under what is frequently considered a te^ &- 
vourable aspect, have this consolation, tfaat^ if 
God be with them, they have fewer tetnptatking 
to reject Him, and that with Him th6y can ladL 
nothing: nothing that is useful toiVrards tbeir 
happiness in the eternal world, ahd fi^thihg that 
can console theni in thiei'r progress b^ow* This 
consideration we shall bt able more ftiUy to 
pursue and apply, when, in another discourse^ 1 
shall Consider the ch^tige which was operated 
in the heart of David, by the transition frotti 
destitution and sorrow to the gloriies and ^joy^ 
meats of actual royalty. 
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SERMON V- 

tHE UNIVERSAL INSECORITY OF RELIGIOUS 

iPERSEVERANCE. 



II Sam. XL xxrii* 

. Tke llumg thjEffc fiavid had done dii^k&sed th^ 1^ 

• •• • f 

.(■*:• .... 

Wb >miist how dirtet ^ur contempteti^bs «6 
cmeofihe toost painfal and htimiUatiny ^u^iedte 
tkat^rer okaUenged thb attention of mini. We 
IriAre just read that the Lord ims with David ? 
we ieiye seen him stroggling with p«v6rty JMd 
firiritioD, danger aiid ffersecntioti, ontwattKl sng^ 
gestion itord inward temiftation? we hoV'e seed 
kim Ml all ^behaving iiimself wisdy^^' in afl 
Aqperior, becanse ^Hhe Lord was with him.^' Bat 
tiow wfaajt a terrible, what em idmdst iucoBceira^ 
Ue ^^hange » die language <if Seidptoiie I ^^ The 
thing that David had done displeased the Lord P' 
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The scoffer has little to cavil at in this complicaF 
tion of iniquity on the part of ^' the man after 

_ ^ 

God's own heart ;'' God's heart abhors him 
now : David has displeased the Lord I — Instead 
of triumphing and exulting over the deadly fall 
of this once great and exemplary saint, it would 
be better to regard the eloquent proof which it 
affords us, that, without the most unremitting 
regulation of all the thoughts and all the actions 
of life, — without the law of God habitually be- 
fore our eyes, the very best of us is in danger erf 
incurring guilt, from the bare mention of which 
he would revolt with horror. ^^ With what re- 
luctance,'' says a great ornament of our church, 
^^ with what dread do I look upon the miscarriage 
of the man after God's own heart I O holy pro- 
phet, who can promise himself always to stand, 
when he sees thee fallen and maimed with the 
fall ? who can assure himself of an immunity 
from the foulest sins, when he sees thee offend- 
ing so heinously, so bloodily ? Let profane eyes 
behold thee as a pattern, as an excuse for sin- 
ning : I shall never look upon thee but through 
tears, as a woful spectacle of human infirmity." » 

It will be unnecessary to do more than to al« 

—, — ' - - — ,^^— — — ^.^^-^^— — ^— ^— ^— ^^— ^^— — — ^— ^— ^»— ^^— — » 

•Bishop Hall. 
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lude to the guilty connection of David with 
Bathsheba, and the coldblooded and ungrateful 
murder of her brave and faitiiiful . husband, 
Uriah. The transaction is recorded at length 
in the chapter which contains the text; and 
the conclusions which we may and ought to 
4raw from a review of it are so numerous, so 
various, and capable of such extensive consider 
radon, that it would not be desirable to abridge 
them for the purpose of detailing circumstances 
which all of you must be presumed to know. 

The first, and by no means the least impor- 
tant of these, is the proof which hence arises 
that none of us can lay claim to any constraining 
grace, which, in, despite of ourselves, shall com- 
pel us to holiness and to salvation. That David 
enjoyed the grace of God in a very especial de- 
gree, is what no Christian can deny : and few, 
it is to be expected, will suppose themselves to 
be more highly favoured than he was in this 
particular. Yet here we have a melancholy, 
but still a most positive and salutary proof, that 
no portion of the grace of God, however consi- 
derable, will protect man from the most fearful 
enormities, unless he wiU employ it when given 
him. There cannot be a more dangerous error 
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Oiaii that which throws us off that necessary 
Mflfob^^rvance which is our only security, and 
which rests on the great commacnd of our Mas- 
ter, ^' watch and pray, lest ye enter into temp- 
tation/' * It is not therefore to any supposed 
operations of the Holy Spirit on ourselves ; it is 
not even to the real evidences of such operation, 
a past holy life, that we must trust for seckuity : 
life may^ and we mus^-^-^we ought to hqpe for 
salvation; but we must never feel confident of 
it ; since, at the very moment of pur deceitful 
confidence, the temptation ^ may qccur which 
may ruin the very foundations of our false reli* 
Itnce. Our faith is not to be confidence that we 
shall be saved, but eonfidence that, if we obey 
God to the best of our power,, we shall be sared} 
and our l)op6 must be, that we may render tj^t 
obedience which may be accepted through 
Christ; while our lives must be such as are wnoiw 
thy of such an hope i we must prove that vpe 
have this hope in us,, by purifying ourselves, 
even ^ He is pure. 

The. next oonsideration wluch forces itself on 
our attention, is the difference of David's cifv 
eumi^noes at the time of his fell from those in 

« Blatth XXVI. lU. ^~ 
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^hich he h placed, when he had the b^ of all 
testimonies, that " the Lord was with him.'*' — We 
iiad then occasion to remark the spiritual adran-* 
tages which belong to a condition of necessity and 
•aetiyity : we now see that, however prosperity 
. and leisure are in themselyes desirable^ they 
hAYt dangers, which to resist, requires all the 
strength which God has put at our disposal; 
Jhxvid was not a norice to their blandishments : 
he had been seren years a reigning monarch 
orer one tribe ; and for ten other years he had 
iaieen in > undisputed possession of the splendour 
and luxuries of the Kingdom of all IsraeL All 
this period had been as remai^able as the 
4ajrkest days of his adversity for the most reli« 
gioui fulfihneht of the two great comprehensive 
duties^ the love of God, and the love of his 
neighbour. He had no sooner gained rest from 
aH hiB eni^nies^ than he detennined to shew hi^ 
gratitude to God by building him a temple; 
and would have executed his intention, had he 
Bot been restrained by the divine commands 
fie inquired whether any were left of the house 
itKf hk bittorest. enemy, Sanl, that he might shew 
him kindnessL fyc the ^ake of that dear friend, 
*b« «-.«r .)«- ,^.ei fer him U, d.^ 

M 
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than that which throws us off that necessary 
selfobservance which is our only security, and 
which rests on the great commacnd of our Mas- 
ter, '^ watch and pray, lest ye enter into temp- 
tation/'^ It is not therefore to any supposed 
operations of the Holy Spirit on ourselves ; it is 
not even to the real evidences of such operation, 
a past holy life, that we must trust for s^ctority : 
we may^ and we must,-'-^we ought to hqpe for 
salvation; but we must never feel confident .of 
it ; since, at the very moment of pur deceitful 
eonfidence, the temptation ^ may qccur which 
may ruin the very found^ions of our false reli* 
Itnce. Our faith is not to be confidence that m 
shall be saved, but eonfidepce that, if we obey 
God to the best of our power,. we shall he sared} 
and our Ij^ope must be, that we may render tl^t 
pbedience which may be accepted through 
CSirist; while our lives must be such as are wnoiw 
thy of such an hope i we must prove that we 
]i?ure this, hope in us,, by purifying ourselves, 
even ^ He is pure. 
. The.n4»t oonsideration wluch forces itself on 
ouF attention, is the difference of David's cif<e 
cum^noes at the time of his fell from those in 

""""^ «llihtth XXVI. lU^ ^^~ ~~ 
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•^hkh lie is placed, when he had the best of all 
testimonies, that " the Lord was with him.'*' — We 
iiad then occasion to remark the spiritual adran-* 
tages which belong to a condition of necessity and 
aetiyity : we now see that, however prosperity 
. and leisure a/e in themselyes desirable^ they 
hskYt dangers, which to resist, requires all the 
strength which God has put at our disposal. 
Darid was not a norice to their Uandbhments : 
he had been seren years a reigning monarch 
orar.one tribe ; and for ten other years he had 
iaieen in undisputed possession of the splendour 
and luxuries of the Kingdom of all IsraeL All 
this period had been as remarkable as the 
4ajrkest days of his adversity for the most reli« 
gioui fulfilment of the two great comprehensive 
duties^ the love of God, and the love of his 
neighbour. He had no sooner gained rest from 
an his enemies^ than he determined to shew his 
Ipratitude to God by building him a temple; 
and would have executed his inteniion, had he 
Bot been restrained by the divine conunand^ 
fie inquired whether any were left of the house 
mS lus bitterest, enemy, Sanl, that he might shew 
himi kindness for the ^ake of that dear friend, 
idiosie Hnmory alone remained for him to che^* 

M 
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than that which throws us off that necessary 
selfobservance which is our only security, and 
which rests on the great cpmmacnd of our Ma^ 
ter, ^^ watch and pray, lest ye enter into temp- 
tation»^'^ It is not therefore to any supposed 
operations of the Holy Spirit on ourselves ; it is 
not even to the real evidences of such operation, 
a past holy life, that we must trust for sedurity : 
we may^ and we must,-'-^we ought to hqpe for 
salvation; but we must never feel confident .of 
it ; since, at the very moment of pur deceitful 
eonfidence, the temptation may qccur which 
may ruin the very found^^tions of our false reliv 
ance. Our faith is not to be confidence that me 
shall be saved, but eonfidence tha^ if we obey 
God to the best of our power,. we shall be saredn 
and our l^ope must be, that we may render t^at 
obedience which may be accepted through 
CSirist; while our lives must be £uch as are wnoiw 
thy of such an hope i we must prove that vpe 
\i^ve this, hope in us,, by purifying ourselves, 
even ^ He is pure, 
. The.n4»t oonsideration which forces itself on 
ouF attention, is the difference of David's cif« 
cum^noes at the time of his fell from those in 

> ~ «Maith XXVI. lU. ^^~ ~~ 
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•which he is placed, when he had the best of all 
tesdmonies, that " the Lord was with him.'*' — Wc 
hwA then occasion to remark the spiritual adran-* 
tages which belong to a condition of necessity and 
uetswity : we now see that, however prosperity 
. and leisure afe in themselyes desirable, they 
liav^ dangers, which to resist, requires all the 
strength which God has put at our disposal. 
fiarld was not a norice to their blandishments : 
he had been seren years a reigning monarch 
over one tribe ; and for ten other years he had 
iaieen in undisputed possession of the splendour 
and luxuries of the Kingdom of all IsraeL All 
this period had been as remarkable as the 
4ajrkest days of his adversity for the most reli« 
gsoui fulfilment of the two great comprehensive 
^ties^ the love of God, and the love of his 
neighbour. He had no sooner gained rest from 
aH hiB enemies^ than he determined to shew his 
jgratitude to God by building him a temple; 
and would have executed his intention, had he 
not been restrained by the divine conunand^ 
fie inquired whether any were left of the house 
mS hk bitterest enemy, Saul, that he might shew 
him kindness for the sake of that dear friend, 
irhose aimory ahme remained for him to ch»« 

M 
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than that which throws us off that necessary 
selfobservance which is our only security^ and 
which rests on the great cpmmacnd of our Mas- 
ter, '^ watch and pray^ lest ye enter into temp- 
tation»^'^ It is not therefore to any supposed 
operations of the Holy Spirit on ourselves ; it is 
not even to the real evidences of such operation, 
a past holy life, that we must trust for s^ctarity : 
we may^ and we must,-*-^ we ought to hqpe for 
salvation; but we must never feel confident .of 
it ; since, at the very moment of pur deceitful 
eonfidence, the temptation may qccur which 
may ruin the very foundf'tions of our false reli* 
ance. Our f^ith is not to be confidence that vm 
shall be saved, but confidence tha^ if we obey 
God to the best of our power,, we shall be saved} 
and our l][op6 must be, that we may render t^at 
obedience which may be accepted through 
CSirist; while our lives must be £uch as are woiw 
thy of such an hope i we must prove that we 
\i^ve this, hope in us,, by purifying ourselves^ 

even ^ He is pure. 

- The.n4»t oonsideration which forcea itself on 
our attention, is the difference of David's cirv 
cum^noes at the time of his fell from those in 

•fihtth XXVI. ili^ ^^~ ~~ 
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which he is placed, when he had the b^ of all 
tesdmonies, that " the Lord was with him.'*' — We 
had then occasion to remark the spiritual adran-* 
tages which belong to a condition of necessity and 
actiyity : we now see that, however prosperity 
and leisure are in themselyes desirable^ they 
hsLYt dangers, which to resist, requires all the 
sttengtfa which God has put at our disposal; 
Darid was not a norice to their blandishments ; 
lie had been seren years a reigning monarch 
over. one tribe ; and for ten other years he had 
faeen^ in . undisputed possession of the splendour 
and luxuries of the Kingdom of all IsraeL All 
this period had been as remarkable as the 
4af kest days of his adversity for the most reli« 
gioui fulfihneht of the two great comprehensive 
^ties^ the love of God, and the love of his 
ne^hbour. He had no sooner gained rest from 
aH his enmni]^ than he determined to shew his 
gratiHide to God by building him a temple; 
and would have executed his intension, had he 
not been restrained by the divine commands 
fie inquired whether any were left of the house 
€f lufi bitterest, enemy, Sanl, that he might shew 
hiflStkindnessL for the ^ake of that dear friend, 
whose memory alone remained for him to che^ 
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than that which throws us ojQT that necessary 
selfobs^r^ance which is our only security, and 
which rests on the great commacnd of our Mas- 
ter, '^ watch and pray, lest ye enter into temp- 
tation»V^ It is not tberefcore to any supposed 
operations of the Holy Spirit on ourselves ; it is 
not even to the real evidences of such, operation, 
a past holy life, that we must trust for s^ckirity : 
we mayj and we must,-*-^we ought to hqpe for 
salvation; but we must never feel confident .of 
it ; since, at the very moment of pur deceitful 
eonfidence, the temptation ^ may qccur which 
may ruin the very found^'tions of our false reli* 
^nce. Our faith is not to be confidence that we 
shall be saved, but eonfidence tha^ if we obey 
God to the best of our power,. we shall be saved } 
and our l][op6 must be, that we may render tl^t 
pbedience which may be accepted through 
CSirist; while our lives must be isuch as are wnoiw 
thy of such an hope i we must prove that vk 
}i^ve this, hope in us,, by purifying ourselves, 
even ^ He is pure. 
. The.n4»t oonsideration wluch forces itself on 
our attention, is the difference of David's eifv 
cum^noes at the time of his fell from those in 

"^ ^ •Malth XXVI. ««; ^— ~^~ 
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which he is placed, when he had the best of all 
testimonies, that '* the Lord was with him.'*" — We 
had then occasion to remark the spiritual adran-* 
tages which belong to a condition of necessity and 
aetrdty : we now see that, however prosperity 
and leisure are in themselyes desirable^ they 
iiav^ dangers, which to resist, requires all the 
strength which God has put at our disposal; 
fiarid was not a norice to their blandishments: 
lie had been seren years a reigning monarch 
over. one tribe ; and for ten other years he had 
been in . undisputed possession of the splendour 
and luxuries of the Kingdom of all IsraeL All 
this pejriod had been as remarkable as the 
4ajrkest days of his adversity for the most reli« 
gioui fulfihneht of the two great comprehensire 
duties^ the love of God, and the love of his 
neighbour. He had no sooner gained rest from 
aH his enmni]^ than he determined to shew his 
Kratitnde to God by building him a temple; 
and would hare executed his intention, had he 
Bot been restrained by the divine commands 
fie inquired whether any were left of the house 
of lus bitterest, enemy, Sanl, that he might shew 
hinkuKhiess for the sake of that dear friend, 
iHiose mtmory alone nemained for him to che^ 
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than that which throws us off that necessary 
selfobservance which is our only security, aad 
which rests on the great commacnd of our Mas- 
ter, '^ watch and pray, lest ye enter into temp 
tation»^'* It is not thereiore to any supposed 
operations of the Holy Spirit on ourselves ; it is 
not even to the real evidences of such, operation, 
a past holy life, that we must trust for seckuity : 
we may^ and we inust,-'-^we ought to hqpe for 
salvation; but we must never feel confident. ^f 
it ; since, at the very moment of pur deceitful 
eonfidence, the temptation may qccur which 
may ruin the very found^ions of our false reli^ 
ance. Our foith is not to be confidence that me 
shall be saved, but eonfidence that, if we obej 
God to the best of our power,, we shall be saved} 
and our j^ope must be, that we may render t^ 
obedience which may be accepted througi^ 
Christ; while our lives must be such as are wnoiw 
thy of such an hope i we must prove that we 
hwe this hope in us,, by purifying ourselves, 
even ^ He is pure. 

The.n4»t oonsideration wluch forces itself on 
our attention, is the difference of David's cifv 
cum^noes at the time of his fell from those in 

« BiaUh XXVI. ili. ^~ ~~ 



81 

which he is placed, when he iiad the best of all 
testimonies, that " the Lord was with him." — We 
had then occasion to remark the spiritual advan- 
tages which belong to a condition of necessity and 
activity : we now see ihat, however prosperity 
and leisure are in themselves desirable, they 
have dangers, which to resist, requires all the 
strength which God has put at our disposal. 
David was not a novice to their blaudishments : 
he had been seven years a reigning monarch 
over one tribe ; and for ten other years he had 
been in undisputed possession of the splendour 
and luxuries of the Kingdom of all Israel, All 
this period had been as remarkable as the 
darkest days of his adversity for the most reli- 
gious fulfilment of the two great comprehensire 
duties, the love of God, and the love of his 
neighbom-. He had no sooner gained rest from 
all his enemies, than he determined to shew his 
gratitude to God by building him a temple; 
and would have executed his intention, had he 
not been restrained by the divine command. 
He inquired whether any were left of the house 
of his bitterest enemy, Saul, that he might shew 
him kindness for the sake of that dear friend, 
irhose memory alone remained for him to che- 
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fish ; he maintained the son of Jonathan^ AU^ 
phibosheth, as a prince at his court;, he did not 
eren forget a kindness which had been ^hewn 
hira by Nahash, king of Amnion^ although this 
kindness has not been thought of sufficient con*- 
sequence to be noticed by the sacred historians ; 
but, though Nahash was himself dead^.^ David 
sent an embassy to his son Hanun, to express his 
gratitude and offer his condolence. He seems, 
indeed, to hare done all that was practicaUe to 
evince his grateful sense both to God andnian^ 
of the protection he had received and the 
comforts he enjoyed. His youth was schooled. in 
affliction ; his early manhood employed in the 
holiest use of the blessings which he so abiuH 
dantly possessed ; and yet, after the best educa^ 
tion, the strongest divine assistance, the noblest 
opportunities, — ^improved opportunities too,--^ 
which could render man holy and strong, he 
foils into sins, for which the most abandcmed <4 
mankind condemn him ; sins, which all Chri»- 
tians must and do abhor ; many, without tb^ 
fleeting that none of themselves have so great 
means of protection and so solid prospects oi 
success, as this very man who, from the pinnade 
of grace and goodness, Ml into the dariiest and 



dieepest abyss of wickedness which man caak 
dread ot expk»^. 

Offensive, therefore, as the thought may be 
to him who feels himself secure in his own righ« 
teoosness, or who imagines himself to be so 
irmly in the hand of the Lord, that nothing 
can pliick him thence, it is, nevertheless, the in- 
evitable conclusion from the melancholy truth 
BOW under consideration, that no man, whatever 
Us, real holiness, or whatever his opinion con* 
cemi^g the decision of his future fate, is secure 
from the stains of even the most deadly sins. 
SfaaQ it be said by any one, ^^ Can I, who have 
known and practised my duty from my youth 
upward, who have discharged all the obligations 
oi social life, and lived in constant fear and love 
of God, commit such great, such revolting 
wickedness?^' — What must we answer? Did not 
David all this? Hast thou obeyed God with 
greater diligence than he ? Hast thou even at- 
tained to one hundreth part of his self denial 
and rigorous obedience ? — And if not, where is 
the security that thou shalt stand, when he fell ? 
Shall it be said by another objector, '*! feel that 
1 am supported by the grace of God, and He 
will not desert me?'' The answer is. Was not 
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Darid abo 41he object of the griiee of God h ^it 
thou more especially the man of God^i PStli 
heart than he Tfas i Was not €rod with Jbim^in 
all his ways ? True ; God will not £>c^e. theoj 
nor did He first forsake Dayid; but where isjthe 
security that thou wilt never forsake Him^ wfafli 
David did ? Such must be the answers which .wa 
must return to our own deceitful heai^ 
they would strive to persuade us that any 
tural abhorrence which' we may now entertiaa 
even against the most heinom and ttiaHgnanib 
sins, would ever avail to keep us from their otm^ 
raisskm, under particular combinations of eii¥ 
cumstances. The Christian does not faU imwe*. 
diately into the lowest abyss of sins neither did 
David ^ the progress k often rapid, but never 
instantaneous ; Sin must be familiarized beneath 
the mask and the veil, before she can be admits 
ted into the bosom in all her undisguised and 
unqualified deformity ••-•-Did we keep that fitrict^ 
watch over the heart and practice which is Ibei 
ytry root and foundation of all holiness, .wm 
should never be a^^cessifale even to her first api« 
proaches ; it is under ciriramstances which &vor 
remissness and inactivity that the insidious de« 
stroyer makes her way* ^ 
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We will consider how this position is exeiil- 
phfied in the situation of David. 

David, it appears, then, had hitherto been 
as holy in prosperity as in distress ; and, it might 
be supposed, was now so intimate with grandeur 
and power, as to have nothing to fear from their 
influence ; especially when it is considered that 
it was by habitual religion that he had sup- 
ported himself inviolate amidst the trials of 
persecution and the temptations of Inxury. 
But at this crisis there was one remarkable cir- 
cumstance. He had already done all that was 
required of him in active life; he had subdued 
his most formidable enemies, he had rewarded 
all his friends ; and there seemed nothing now 
remaining, but to turn his thoughts towards the 
interests and good government of his kingdom. 
And here, it may be said, was a task sufficient 
to employ the entire energies of the most active 
and laborious mind: it was, moreover, plain and 
imperative duty, and, if property discharged, 
would have sufficiently occupied and trained his 
thoughts, to leave no room for the entertain- 
ment of a sinful passion. But etill, there was 
nothing but this sense of duty to compel it. 
When bis pillow w» the rock and i the 
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Caye^ — when his sword, under Proyidence, procu- 
red him his daily bread from the foes of his <xriin« 
try, and the meam of existence fornied the object 
and pursuit of life,— he was pious and immo- 
yable ; he must have been active, or he must 
have resigned his life. But now the case was: 
widely different ; he had not only all the nece&^ 
sities, but all the luxuries which the most refined 
voluptuousness could devise, littending in pKK 
fum<m round him ; he had certainly the duty of 
Iu3 .charge, to impress its importance ^ on his 
mind ; but then he had the opportunity of neg- 
lecting it; and, even David, it appears, was not 
proof against the solicitations of this opportijk 
nity! 

To all of us is this example fraught with ma* 
terials for the most serious personal application;' 
but to you, my brethren, €k>es it most loiidly 
appeal, whose circumstances place you above 
the necessity of obtaining your maintenance by 
the labour either of body or mind ; who have' 
inherited or obtained your c<Hnpetency. Per- 
haps you have determined to^ enjoy it in that 
dignified and Christian repose from worldly bu* 
siness. which the blessing of God has enabled you 
tOttakCr^.Yo^ hs^e: perhaps^ like Dtivid/ if not 
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lift steadily^ nor under circumstances so trying, 
.liyed hitherto a life which has justly given you 
peace and . confidence towards God ; and you 
fed the most perfect conviction that, although 
your own support requires nothing at your 
hands, yet, to all of us no more time has been 
given than was meant to be employed, directly 
or remotely, in the great cause of advancing 
God^s kingdom in the hearts, of ourselves and 
others. You determine to devote your. hours 
to .the study of God^s will, to the care of your 
fiunilies, to the. relief of your poor brethren in 
every . way, to the acquirement of all useful 
knowledge. But, with all these determinations, 
you must recollect, that, although the spirit may 
be willing, the flesh is weak. The flesh . itself 
works along with us. so long as we. toil for its 
support ; but when we have once accomplished 
this, it ^ungratefully turns upon ns, and endea- 
vours. to enslave us to its dominion. Where the 
necessities of life do not compel; him to labour^ 
•there is great danger, even to , the confirmed 
Christian, lest the value .of time and the neces- 
sity, of improving it should not be always present 
to. his mind ; while the temptations arising firom 
the: very inature of his situation are^suoh w at 



^ 



&8 

^ times require the very closest and smmt d^ 
gent circumspectioD^ And wben the unguarded 
moment and the temptation coincide^ aa dttjr 
are wont to do, the example before us ifi ia :teD- 
rible demonstration of the ruin which ramt 

* 

ibUow. 

The assault of sin on ihe unguarded soul k 
wary and gradual; the guih of murder, me 
should all abominate, and so, doubtless^ did 
David; the guilt of ingratitude was far Jfimn 
his nature, as the iogtances which hare .been 
just cited abundantly pror^u Ear less eaa;liife 
union of the two be supposed to Iwre bees 
grateful to him when he first lettered mi his 
career of sin. Could Dayid haire been aslurd 
wh^faer all the kin^don^ 6t the worid ovuld 
hare tempted him to the eoidbiooded muinder 
of a brave and loyal servant, doubdess he wfold 
haf^e shrunk with horror from the menlioa ii 
WQch a possibility, eyen at the moment when, he 
|nt eonceii;!ed the &tal passi<m« Few, wa may 
fititiy bdiete, were the unguarded hours of JQt^ 
wid^ and yet, in one of these, when he JasJi^ 
a short thnft dismissed the cares of soFereigi^, 
1M) lia$ foregone abo the disposition whii^h oiigltf 
to attend us wtd enrnry state of Mfe^ wh^stfanr^ (*f 
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creation, that all is to be done fyr 
and that our very relaxations 
by preparing us more ef- 
dutj. Under a dispen* 
. t'dcd polygamy to the hardness 
, iJavid might, without crime, hare 
. liathsheba, had she been free, and 
. ucd her consent; he might, therefiMre, without 
sin, have inquired who she was; but, after the 
information, to per^st in indulging the passion, 
Was the guilt which led him on to the commis* 
^<m of the terrible eriraes which ensued. The 
gnat pnnt, therefore, to be watched, is the in- 
cfination. We noay indulge inclinations which 
are innocent in the abstract ; but, if we allow 
flkese once to obtain dominiofi orer us, we shaU 
ind it a task of inoonceirable difficulty to sub- 
due theni) when we see that they have become 

• _ _ 

really guilty^ — The only effectual method of re- 
Mfanee, is to idbaitdon oar own strength, and t» 
be strong in the Lord ; to flee to Him for aid, 
iAo never denies strength to tho«e who seek iU 
iWid weH knew this safe, this allprevailing de-> 
fence ; but he did not avail himself of iL — 
ffinded by pasribn, lie rent for Bathiheba ts 
the palaoe to live with him ; and, great M 

s 
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}|i$, guilt in this respect, he certainly did not 
contemplate the further sin of murdering her 
noble and virtuous husband. But it is the nap- 
ture of sin to multiply itself, and to draw the 
wretqhed sinner on to greater and greater enor- 
mities. — The crime of Bathsheba cannot be long 
conceded : the punishment was death : ; either, 
therefore, Bathsheba must be sacrificed to the 
law, or her husband removed iii time to allow 
her to become the wife of David before suspi- 
cion could arise.! — David no longer hesitates: 
the.fat^l order is deliberately sealed, and put 
into the hands of the generous unsuspecting 
victim ; who immediately is placed by his com- 
mander, in the post most congenial to his feel- 
ings, the forefront of the hottest battle, and be- 
trayed by his cowardly companions into the 
hands of an unsparing enemy. Israel, God's 
own inheritance, is made to fly before an idola-^ 
trous foe, that the crimes of the Captain of that 
inheritance may be hid from the sight of men,; 
How blinded must David have been by sin, to 
forget what he had so long known and confessed, 
what had been made so clear even in his own 
particular case, that ^^ the Lord looketh on the 
heart rv 
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icn IS iuie natural uniform progress of- iih, 
wherever it takes root, though the soil be the 
heart of David. And here let us look back a 
moment, and take only the slightest possible 
survey of the progress of this transaction. First 
we have ease and idleness, which nourish an 
idle passion before it is known whether it be 
criminal or not ; next it becomes criminal, the 
violation of a positive commandment, '' thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife :" next it 
advances to a sin stiU greater, actual adultery ; 
and from this it proceeds to the yet more ag- 
gravated guilt of murder ! Thus, in the idle 
unguarded moments of a man not only good, 
but exemplary ; not only pleasing to God, but 
enjoying at his hands the highest distinctions 
and favours ; a passion is admitted before its 
character is ascertained, but which, at length, 
leads its captive through every gradation of 
baseness and wickedness, to the lowest depths 
of sin. Warned then by this example, my 
dear brethren, let us frequently meditate on it, 
and hold it up to each other, as a beacon on a 
rock, from which we must steer away in our 
voyage through the tumultuous ocean of exis- 
tence. Let us first be careful not to be idle, 
N 2 




99 

ln^ m dr?p<l jP)irpdve$ in kjsurc e^peci^y^. <^d 
pi^^e.c^ jocessant fMrafer to G94t thai; «wr 
l^fearte mfty glwajs Ii^ watched by U3. ui^ikr tjbuf 
flirectiow pf hif Holy Spirit. And tot us i^^ver 
a4n»ttinl9.t^ Jieart a fj^jre l)efore we We ^ 
^9fied ourselves of ite iawfqlne^s s^iid ^^^oo^e^fy 
with pur, CjM-ig^aia profeg^pA. For jf, 91^ i^ 
flSiryr w0 fi^ tha^ it HPiay be lawAi% i^u^ed« 
fre fiW readily indu^i? it^ w][M>rea», if ^d^iicnw 
pr^^fsil^.iBiQliiiyj ijf ^^ yield ^ui^^^s ^ ^ 
pa$sH>n ^i)ef4Hre wp fire ^^pcijed «f i^ 0|itD|«t, 

tm^f v^b Qfeedie«ce io^lte tew pf Q^^ it ^ 
bd np ^easy tas^ to 4iapo9Ms$ wi wtrem}lie4 aiut 
!v:l«t9rioi;i8 enemy. Wi8 mnrt lay the r«^riatloD 
St the root of the evili and sacriliciQ it at aU 
errnits; if <mr right hand or our rigbt eye 
hring 113 in danger of ^tmnbli^g, they sanst be 
q»t a,way € for it k hett^ to enter into life halt 
or blindi than harin^ two hanili ar two eyes to 
]» 09^t intio hellTfire, where the worm dieth net, 
and the fire Is not quencli^. That audi pfSk 
}f§ th4 reward of unrepented sin^ m the kngimga 
of the whole ww4 of God; and thp^e iHio«miU 
Inwitiondy fall from habitual holiness into 
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siich great and terrible wickedness would, with 
great difficulty, if at all, be renewed unto re- 
pentance. Let us all then confess before God 
our utter weakness and i^atftUty to please hin^ 
of ourselves, and intreat hun always to assist us 
with such a portion of inward strength as may 
enable us to be wakeful at all times on our post 
against every suggestion ^ the devil, the world, 
and our own corrupted nature ; that, whether 
our earthly destinadon be wealth or indigence, 
power or obscurity, we may so use the advan- 
tages and resist the temptations of our several 
titttttjoiU, 86 to persevere holy until tibe time of 
fliir final doom shi^ furive. 
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SERMON VI. 



** THE D£CEITFULNESS OS SIN.** ' 



11 Sam. XIL i. . . 

Tbe Lord sent Nathan .unto .David. 

JLt ifi frequently declared in Scripture' tliat G^ 
has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. It 
is astonishing that a doctrine so clear as this, 
should have been doubted for an instant ; — and 
much more astonishing that the contrary should 
have been advanced, and God represented, on 
the authority of His own word, as withholding, 
for His pleasure, from the majority of mankind, 
that grace by which alone they could work out 
their salvation. The doctrine of Scripture on 
this point is. so important and consolatory, and 
the contrary allegation so mischievous, that 
I may be excused for here adducing a few pf 

* Hebr. III. xiii. 
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the texts which^ in positive terms, declare the 
will of God on this subject* By His Prophet 
Ezekiel He confirms His mercy with an oath : 
^ As I LiYB, saidi the Lord God, I^ have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked ; but that 
the wicked turn from his way and live."* 
^ The Lord is longsuffering to usward^ not will- 
ing that ANY should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance.'' ^ ^^ Gtod our Saviour will 
have ALL men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth." ^ Althmigh it would 
be .inconsistent with the divine justice to save 
pvesumptuoos and wilfid sinners, and to fotck 
iheaak^ back into holiness would not accord with 
their, mwal responsibility^ the mercy of God 
tfBtpLojs every means short of these, to rescue 
inen from the consequences of their sins, and tQ 
bfUQg them to salvatiom This is not only; the 
IjBiifgkiage, but the very essence of all that is re-» 
vealed in Scripture: it being impossible that 
God /should intend other thati mercifully to 
every human being, since he has given us all 
the .'highest proof of mercy conoeivaUe, .-in 
lending his son to be the propitiation for our 
sins : ^^ and not for ours only, but also for the 

* Ecek! XXX. zi. Ml PeU III. ix. MTim.H- it. 
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sins of the whole woild.'^* Consistei^ wMi 
this erer active mercy, 6ed does not ahmys 
forsake those who forsake Him; if a sheep stray 
from the flock. He seeks to^ recover it; and it is 
nerer until a sinner has obstinateiy and cMifa»* 
rateiy resisted every access of mercy, that the 
Spirit of God is ^^ grieved^' so &r as to strive no 
fenger. If thi& were not the case, wretdiad iiif* 
deed would be the destiny of sinful man. When 
we see the very best of our speeies too wesdL to 
protect themselves in holihess^ the langua^ of 
Scripture seems bo exaggeration when it is said 
that ^^it is impossible ht those who were ooee 
enlightened, and have tasted cf'the^ heavebky 
gifii, and were made p»takefs of the Hety 
Ghost, and have tasted' tl^ good word of CM 
and the powers of the world to come, if itoy 
{(hall fiiU away, to renew them agahi to> rqpoioK 
tmice.'^^ With men this is indeed impOBSiblo;^ 
hsi with Crod aU things are pesatble; oad it is 
His pleasure, wherever k is ooiisiBtent with His 
jfusti^^, himself to interpose new and atrilcin(B^ 
eonsideratioRS^ by yMiA^ the mind; of dse sAinor 
may, ithopleasqs^ be ranowed to« integrity: and 
ReHness* 
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A proof of this disposition on Clod^s part is 
afforded us, among many other instances, in 
this passage of the life of David. The offender 
was not left long to harden his heart in wicked- 
niesB : * it is no sooner said that ^^ the thing that 
David had done displea^ the Lord,'' than it 
fi^ws; '^and the Lord sent Nathan unto David;'' 
merqr is remembered in the midst of wrath, 
and the moment when the sinner displeases 
God, is the moment when Grod seeks his return. 
When our first parents committed disobedience, 
judgment was pronounced, but redemption was 
promised ; and thus it is that Grod shews us, by 
every dispensation of his Providence, that his 
end, even in anger, is the everlasting welfare of 
all* How necessary it was to David's spiritual 
health that some such interposition should take 
place, is evident from the history. Great as 
had been his wickedness, and sensible as he 
coiild be of the injustice of an action compara- 
tively trifling, he was, by this time, so hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin, that, so far 



* The exact time is not clear. Bathsbeba had borne a child ; 
but Uriah, probabtj, was not long dead. The birth of the child 
inportaatly aided the perauasions of Nathan. 
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from thinking on repentance, he had loet all 
sense of his own tremendous gniH. 

As selfcondemnation is the very donl of peon 
tenee, that method of exciting repentance, either 
in onrselres or others, will be always best, whii^ 
calls the sentence from the mouth of the sinner. 
Nathan, therefore, did not represent to Dtskvid 
the enormity of his crimes, a represenlipttion 
which his seared and hardened comsmence 
would have probably withstood; but took a 
supposed case of very inferior iniquity, the par«^ 
ticulars of which, nererthelei^, bore some .re» 
semblance to the conduct of David.-^^ There 
were,'' said he, '' two men in one city : the one 
rich, and the other poor. The rich man had 
exceeding many flocks and herds: but the poor 
man had nothing, save one little ewe lamby 
which he had bought and nourished ups and it 
grew up together with him and with lus ck^il^ 
dren ( it did eat of his own meat, and drank c£ 
his own cup, and lay in his bdsom, abdwas^ 
unto him as a daughter. And there came -M 
traveller unto the rich man, and he spared . Uk 
take of his own flock and of his own herd,, to 
dress for the wayfaring man that yvm coine unto^ 
him ; but took the poor main's kirab, amd dvessed 
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it for the man that was come to him.^' Here 
was a case df refined inhumanity : yet how did 
file igiiilt of this offender Tanish in cmnpaiison 
with that of die cnid^ ungrateful, and aaogiii- 
Bttiy idng ! Had any one of us been present at 
tins intenriew, he would doubtless haye felt 
deeply ind^^nant at such a disclosure: but what 
wmld hare been his sensations at bebidding 
JhcndPi anger greatly kindled against the man, 
wid'hearing him say to Nathan, ^ As the Lord 
iiteth, the man that hath done this thing shall 
mn^j die I and he shall restore the lamb four- 
ftU, because he did this thing, and because he 
had no pityf^? Is there one amongst us who 
woold not haye felt more indignant at such a 
lipeedi from the mouth of Dayid tiian eyen at 
Ae Jtory ilself ? Would not he have said in his 
Inart: ^ and canst thou dare condemn a man 
to death for stealing a lamb, who hast thyself 
fliofen from thine own faithful servant the wife 
of his bosom, she who had long been his vision 
of happiness and had now become its reality ? 
Canst thou judge him who merely killed a 
lamb, when thou hast added to thy first atro- 
eions injury the ^n of murdering, in the very 
act of fidelity to thee, this same heroicl^ 

o 2 
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devoted friend ?" — Doubtless, such would ^faare 
been the thoughts, if not the language^ 'Of^^l of 
us, had we been present at this instructitie scene. 
How then did it occur that somfethiftgiof this 
kind 'never touched the c6n^ieiite<rfi David? 
How are we to account for the fact, that he i^ras 

V 

blind to the application, which we all now «ee 
so clearly that it requires no explanation ? - The 
plain truth is, David was now hardened by sin 
against convictions which would fori^ dhemKi* 
selves on any uninfluenced inind. But it is ob- 
servable that this hardness of heart by no means 
destroyed his perception of' sin in others: nor^is 
it any argument of our own purity that we can 
so easily perceive the wickedness :of David. 
The most favourabte circumstances trnder which 
we can stand, being all sinners, are^ when we 
readily apprehend and apply to our o^n cases 
the admonitions of Scripture. Whenever it -is 
otherwise, Mhenever we condemn in loud and 
passionate terms the misconduct of othecs, there 
is always a chance that conscience, if list^ied 
to, might say with Nathan, ''thou art the man*^ 
I shall reserve to a future discourse the eon« 
sideration of David's conduct when this tre- 
mendous disclosure was made to him. For the 
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weseiit we may be profitably enough engaged 
considering the means which God eaiploys 
I recalling us to a sense of our own sins, as well 
1 to a detestation of sin for its own sake. 
It is not to be feared that any here have un- 
epeutcd sins on their consciences of so deadly 
1 hue as those of David ; because, greatly as sin 
iKnds and deadens the heart, it is seldom that 
pilful and deliberate sinners will bring their 
limes to the immediate presence of their God; 
here is always a dread of his observation which 
naturally, though vairily and absurdly, induces 
them to devise every kind ctf means to escape his 
Bteotlcc. — Therefore, 1 do not suppose that among 
H|fOu, my brethren, are to be found any sinners 
BW this description. But, since we arc all sin- 
fpiers in a grefiter or less degree, and, therefore, 
all have need of selfcondemnation and penitence 
before we can plead eflectually even the merits 
of Jesus Christ, it may be expedient to consider 
by what means the goodness of God Icadeth us 
to repentance. This is the more necessary, be- 
cause we cannot be selfcondemned until we are 
selfconvicted ; and to obtain this conviction 
nust be the great object of selfexaniination. 
("his necessary exercise may be conducted nr-- 
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(DordiQg tQa great imdetfoiruk^t tmtntpn^ 
mat,,aiir ibasiiuQM i^ wdy with that.|mrt of # 
wlnck k uWggfs&^tfd. tf^ IIS by tbe Juiri»i^>imdcir 

. Tte deiiIkiigsyQC>Gadi mtliQimtuttis aira^ Biib- 
ftftnlially^ mu^ the €a«Qe m Jiia xnode 0f ^(rtiBg 
in respcjct ti^ Iw pe^le uoder the old) eoTiemMnt 
it is true that we jomm^ ec&pooli^ whett^wb^ tM 
into sjO). it0 be lasi^ by:^ i^miimssiaiied |iroN 
fiiet to TOpcove and i\e<dajm uf^ lis 0«.iM^^^i^ 
old : but ^ jCknl wbo in >wiidi7<^ti]ii0% 4U|d iia 
dingers, n^iwers, spiikie in tisa^LfiMtiiatQ tiio £► 
thers i>y the propheits, ha^^iiijthfiaeilast dayt 
sypokea.uiito. im by hifi fiMMif"f Hit Gogpd ia io 
oar hands;. and as it is tfae^ofipri of repent 
tmce^ so it is^ aboFO mil tlutigs, ibat whi^ she^ 
us <lio stato^xf ooriKMilsr ^^f^The word^of God 
Ss <]^iok) and po^wful, and iluurper than any 
Cwoedged sword, piercing e^en to the diyiding 
a9«]diw of socil and spirit, and of die joints and 
marrow, and is a dlsemder ;cf the thoughts axid 
intents of the heai>t«^' ^ Tins charaeter of ^ dM 
word of ^6od^ is esfieciaUy disoorwaMe in the 
pandbles ; by which the sinner, like BOrridiy liMy 
obtain selfooni^etion, then sdfoondannalion and 

■ ■ »■ » ;■■ H n > ■ » I I ■ ' ■ ■ II I —I ■ I " . ■ ■ i n i III t ii» T I jii ^ 

«H«br.I. i. *H^.1V. ni. 



103 

thence '* repentance unto salvation not to be re- 
pented of." ■ Now, as the direct tendency of 
all sin is to blind the heart, we, although less 
criminal than David, are, probably, equally in 
the dark with respect to our own sins, while we 
equally condemn the failings of others. We 
must, therefore, take warning by the insensibi- 
lity of David, and, without waiting for the voice 
of the drrine teacher, " thou art the man,'* 
make the application ourselves. I am not dis- 
coursing now on any of the parables in particu- 
lar, yet some might be selected which would 
convey a general notion of this method of atd^ 
versal practical application of the word of God, 
Our Saviom- tells us in one of these of a per- 
vant who owed his master ten thousand talents; 
but as this was a sum far greater than it would 
ever be in his power to repay, his master order- 
ed him to be sold, and his wife, and his children^ 
and all that he had, and payment to be made. 
The servant, however, intreated to be spared sa 
hard a fate ; and the master, having compassion 
on him, not only consented, but forgave hint 
the debt. Immediately ^fter this act of splendid 
generosiiy, the servant goes out and finds one of 
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his fellowservants who owed him a hundred 
pence; and seizes him by the throat, saying, 
'^ Pay me that thou owest." The poor debtor 
entreats only for patience and he will pay all 
But patience dwells not in the breast of his crud 
companion ; he resists the unfortunate petitkmer, 
and throws him into prison. Now how does 
the indignation of the reader kindle at this act 
of blackest, most merciless ingratitude? were 
we absolute monarchs, and believed such a per- 
son to exist in our dominions, should we not say 
with David, ^^ as the Lord liveth, the man that 
hath done this thing shall surely die?'' And 
yet it is possible, such is the deceitfulness of sin, 
that conscience, if duly awakened, might reply 
to many of us, " Thou art the man I"" Thou 
owest to God an undivided and unbroken aiUfr- 
giance, the most perfect and entire obedience. 
Thou knowest well thou hast not paid this: thy 
thoughts have been lixed on the creature rather 
than the Creator; thy conduct has been defi- 
cient in many respects; in many also, it has 
lieen {positively rebellious : and well thou know- 
ust that thou never canst repay all the immense 
nriH^tr of obedience which thou hast contracted ; 
it* thou never offeude$t again, thou art still no 



an before to the discbarge of the d«bt ; 
knowest full well that, by the very 
condition of thy nature, thou wilt offend again 
lepeatedly : so that thou hast no chance but of 
being always a poor and miserable debtor, an^ 
amenable to the justice of God. Now, being 
thus cireuHMtanced, thou hast entreated thy di- 
Tine creditor to spare thee ; and He has forgiven 
thy debt ; for the sake of Jesus Christ thy re- 
pented sins are dismissed from the account, and 
thou art set forward in the way to salvation. 
This is far greater mercy than that of any 
earthly creditor whatever. Now what is thy 
conduct? How art thou impressed with this 
profuse, this, overpoweriog goodness? A poor 
brother has offended thee : oSfended thee 1 for 
thou too, it aeems, to whom, sa mitch has been 
(brgiven, canst talk of being offended. He seeks; 
thy pardon and reconciliation, and thou refusest 
him ! And wilt thou any longer profess a \\v* 
tuous indignation against the fictitious servant! 
Cast first the beam out of thine own eye, and 
see the sentence which the Lord himself haih 
passed i the master delivered his wicked servant 
to the tormentors ; and Christ tells ua, " so like- 
wise shall my heavenly Fath«i; do also unto you, 
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if ye from your hearts forgive not every one to 
brother their trespasses*'^ • 

We will take another instance of this mod6 
of applying the parables of Scripture to our 
own cases# Our Lord delivered one of these, 
the first application of which is striking enough: 
He tells us of an householder who planted a 
vineyard, and gave it every possible means of 
becoming fruitful, and who then placed it ivt 
the hands of husbandmen to be cultivated. The 
householder, of course, expected to receive the 
fruits of his labours in the season of vintage; 
and he therefore sent his servants from time to 
time for that purpose. But the husbandmen,^ 
so far from treating their employer with grati- 
tude, or even common justice, killed and 
wounded the servants. At last the householder 
knows of no resource but to send his only son, 

« 

saying in himself, ^ they will reverence my 
son." But here he is equally disappointed : for 
the labourers reason, ^^come, this is the heir; 
let us seize him and the inheritance shall be 
oursf and thus complete their guilt with the 
murder of their benefactor's child. Now thii 
parable, we know, was spoken against the Jews;, 

'^^^"^ « M«uh. XVm, xxiTi 
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we know that it elicited from them a remarkable 
sentence of selfcondemnation : that, plain as it 
was that they had rejected and misused all the 
prophets sent them by God, and determined as 
they were to set the seal to their wickedness by 
the murder of His divine Son, they could not 
rei^train their indignation at the picture set be- 
fore them ; and, when Jesus asked them, " when 
the lord of the vineyard cometh, what will he 
dtf unto those husbandmen ?" they instantly re- 
plied, '' He will miserably destroy those wicked 
men, and will let out his vineyard unto other 
husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits 
HI their seasons.'' Now here, as in the case of 
David more immediately under our considera« 
tion, we view the character of the Jews with a 
mingled feeling of indignation and wonder ; — 
indignation, that they should have attained such 
an height of ingratitude and criminality, and 
astonishment that they should be so blinded by 
sin, as not at once to comprehend allusions 
which are readily perceptible to every one of 
us. Still, perhaps, we have little ground to 
plume ourselves on our superior virtue or our 
superior penetration. We see the errors of 
; he saw those of the rich man in Na- 
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SERMON VII. 

PARDON THE SURE CONSEQUENCE OF 

REPENTANCE. 



/ 

II Sam. XII. xiii. 

David said unto Nathan : <^ I have sinned against the 
Lord." And Nathan said unto David : <<Tbe Lord abo 
hath put away thy sin : thou shalt not die." 

j^ ROM contemplating the manner in which sel& 
condemnation and confession were extorted from 
David, we now come to witness their operation 
and effects. Nathan no sooner declares that Darid 
is the man of whom he has been speakings than 
he delivers to him the message of the Lord, 
that, in consequence of his grievous and com^ 
plicated sin, the sword shall never depart from 
his house, and, that his wives shall be openly 
insulted by a member of his own family, David 
is too much astounded by the application of the 
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parable, to interpose a word in extenuation w 
even in confession; he hears the catalogue of 
woes denounced against him with comparatiTO 
indifference: his thoughts are not occupied with 
future calamity, but with present sin: and, 
when Nathan has concluded the bitter enume- 
ration, he eagerly exclaims: ^^I have sinned 
against the Lord/' But the confession of sin is 
no sooner uttered, than the gracious message 
from the Lord foQows: ^^The Lord also hath 
put away thy sin ; thou shalt not die.'' 

The important considerations arisiiig from 
the study of this passage are so numerous, that 
the . only difficulty is what to select and how to 
arrange. They may, however, be generally 
cdmprizied under two heads : L the goodness of 
God in' accepting repentance ; and IL the evil 
consequences of sin, even in those cases where 
has been sincerely repented of. 

No Christian can ever advert to the fall of 
David without the profoundest humiliation and 
selfdistrust. However exalted and purified his 
fistith, however ardent and habitual his devotion, 
however enlightened and extensive his acquain- 
tance with the foundation of his hopes in the 
everlasting world, he looks on David, and abaop* 
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dofia all selfconfidenee ; h» vcary kopte $n 
chastened with a pious dread iMt he shouH 
seem to come short ef the glorj of 6odL In- 
deed, without this sentiment pow^rfiilly and 
Gon^incingly received into the hearty nonectf ns 
ean be safe ; the Apostle Paul himself enter- 
ladned it, and happy had k been for Darid if 
he had been more sensible of its truthi and ne« 
cesdt j« But while we jmstly - take alarm from 
Bibi convincing an examjde^ le^ we^ alsoi ihouM 
fall into temptatiooi and raiserj, we deme finm 
it also the gr^itest consolation t Ux heroi it is 
not! only shewn that G<id is no sooner offnideA 
than He seeks the eonrersion of tbe offmder : 
bwt that he is sa desirous that all shoi^ld he 
^ved who can, con^ently with justioo^ be 
admitted to pardon, that eonfession of sin iino 
$ooner made, than remissioni inmiedialely SA* 
lows. And this too, not in any trifling mr uam 
important offence; but for ddiberate complex 
wickedness, greater than which it is scarody 
possible to odnceireL Whatever then may be 
oar offences, were the rest of Scriptmre silent ion 
A^ imbject, we have, in this^ single passage^ «iii» 
pie enconragement to ^ come boldly to .tiie 
tiMNibe of gCMe ^hat we may find iqwpoy a^d 
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grace to help us in the time of need.'' * ^^ Who- 
so confesseth and forsaketh his sins shall hare 
mercy," ^ is the language of this and every part 
of Scripture; it is an unqualified and unre- 
stricted language, nor is there any reason for 
qualification or restriction. The sacrifice of 
Christ is sufficient for all ages and all indiyi- 
duals ; he was the '' Lamb slain from the foun- 
dation of the world,'' ^ and, as such, his atone- 
ment nms as efficacious under the Law as now ; 
it was for his sake that David was accepted, 
and for his sake we may humbly trust that, 
through repentance and confession, the Lord 
will also put away our sins. This is a most li- 
bend and gracious ofier on the part of God: 
but it is the only choice we have ; if we repent 
and confess our sins, they will be put away : 
but if we repent not, if we cherish instead of 
detesting practices which God has condemned, 
we are not authorized to hope for salvation, but 
told by the Lord himself, that we shall all 
perish. 

Such being the effects of repentance, it is of 
infinite consequence that we should not be mis- 
taken as to what repentance really is. ^^ Satan'' 

«ibb;iV.XTi. * ProT. XXVIil. xiiL « Rer. XIH. tiil 
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iumself ^is mnsfinwed ictto aa angel ofl^iitt^^' 
and there are sometimes alEectidns of the mind 
«o neady resraiiUing this saving and indi^iensap 
b\e quality, that they are mistaken Air it -even 
bj tibose who entertain them : but Hod twi see 
^e distinction, and disposes acoordingly* It is 
iTeuarkable that rre find Saul, idum he vtas re*- 
fsoved foy Samuel for not fulfilling the whi^ 
-commandment of the Lord, using exactly ithe 
same words with Dayid in the text: ^^ 1 ha^e 
tinned :'^ ^ and yet Saul was no less cejeoted from 
Ae kingdom, nor do we find one word . about 
die ofaliteralion of his sins. Exactly the same 
expression he employed when be was biroughC 
by Darid^s forbearance to a momentary sense lof 
dtame* ^ The difference, bowerer, was no lest 
fierfect in the spiritual states of Saul and Dairid 
than their language was similar* In both casea 
Saul had scarcely /uttered the e^xpression befom 
he returned to his Ibrmer conduct; it was m 
transient gleam of shame which had ifcea^telf 
dawned on his heart before it vanished ; while 
the repentance of David was a deep and pesg- 
nanj^NTow ; a conviction that he had forfeited 
the regard of his fiod^ who alone oould hatre 

•ttCitt^XLsif* H9m.%ir.jtMU 'ISyMaXXlEU^ 



tmpppFted him in distresses of body and soul UIm 
those which he had experienced^ aod who aLonc) 
did support bivi; a deeply rooted selfdeles(>« 
tation fiur having acted agaUist all the coYiyictiom 
ifhich he had enjoyed from the Holy Spirit) 
a df ead that he should lose the only means he 
)w4 of security frmn sin, means he had so 
ooldly anid wilfully thrown away. In short, if 
we would know what the feeling of David was 
whioh prompted his confession^ and which re^ 
eeived the immediate pardon of God, we caiv- 
oat do better than consult the Psalm which he 
eottiposed on this very occasion, the fifty first« 
A few verses of this will suffice to shew the hit^ 
tm anguish of his heart and his earnest solicitude 
for irestoration. ^^ Have mercy upon me, " O 
God, according to thy lovingkindness: accord* 
iag unto the multitude of thy tender mercies 
blot out my transgressions : wash me throughly 
fiwn mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin: 
for I aoknowledge my transgressions, a^d my siq 
d eter before me*" ^* Hide thy face from my 
fibs^ and Mot out all my iniquities^ Create in 
me » dean heart, Q God, and renew a 0ght 
•spitit within me, Ca^jt me not away froBa tfey 

«ad take iiot thy Holy Spifi^ ft<>ia li^ 

Q 3 



lltf 

Aeftore unto me the joy of thj Mradoa, and 

# 

uphold me with thy free spirit*^ ^ Ddiyet me 
from bloodguiltiness, O God, then God of ikiy 
ialration, and my tongue shall ring of thy righ* 
teonsness. A broken and a contrite heatt, O 
God, thou wilt not despise.^ Several otheir cf 
the penitential psalms appear to hare referetfoe 
to this transaction ; particularly the thirty eighth, 
which is intituled, '^ a Psalm of David, to bring 
to remembrance,^^ and which is supposed to 
have been written for the purpose of keigping 
the memory and the warning of his guilt for 
ever before his eyes. In this he expresses him- 
self in language dictated by feelings the most 
agonizing that can harass the human breast. 
"I am feeble,'' says he, "and sore broken; I 
have roared for the very disquietness of my 
heart. Lord I all my desire is before* thee I 
and my groaning is not hid from thee f my heart 
panteth I my strength faileth me ! as for the 
light of mine eyes, it also is gone from me." ' 

God, therefore, who knows the hearts of all, 
and who had looked on that of David from the 
firii|||well knew how much was comprehended 
in the single exclamation, ^^I have sinned a- 
ffainst the Lord.'^ It was indeed the brief and 
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broken admission of guilt which alone cotild forced 
its way from a bursting heart: and it was ho 
sooner uttered than a change was wrought in 
heayen no less than upon earth* He ^^ in whonor 
' no variableness^ neither shadow of turning," ^ in 
condescension to man^s limited faculties, d^ 
clared his purpose changed concerning David ^ 
" thou shalt not die," 

A like change of purpose on the part of God 
will accompany a like change of disposition on 
our own. It is not protestation of guilt, and 
professions of resolved obedience that' will in 
themselves be effectual in restoring us to God^s 
&vour: few and simple words will su£Bce, >^ I 
have . sinned against the Lord," provided they 
are the words of deep and influential conviction. 
Without this, there is no hope for any sinner ;v 
and since we all are sinners, w6 all have need 
of it. . And it is much to be feared that this 
great truth, that ^' all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God," ^ while it is ad- 
mittiod by every one, is admitted by many as a 
mere.matter of speculation, and not as a vital 
fiict, elosdy interwoven with the nearest interests 
[iall.'i.'> We may indeed confess ourselves sin- 
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MTRy bat we Me fiwtt the e!Uiiiple of Snl» Ait 
tills tt not sufficient} we must be connnced lluft 
we are snch, ^^t simplj because die Ser^ptim 
t^ us SO5 but because we fed and kuowit bjr 
tiK expemnoe of our lives. We must leam to 
reigard' such good actions as the Holy Spba^ 
enables us to do, as our dutj, and no asora^ 
they may yield us peace of consdence, and don*' 
fidence towards God ; but they were neter in- 
tended to admilkister to boasting: while our crrft 
thoughts^ words, and deeds must be^ like Darid^s 
sin,' ever faefore us^ that is, they must nearer 
so pass r from the mind as to allow us to finv 
gettfaal weare^ by experimental selfknowkdge^ 
sinners, and that^ therefore, we hare mattw 
abundant for sorrow m contemplating the j^asty 
andi for careful circumspection in employingf the 
jftl!lune»^ And, if our sins have be«i less fli^frant 
than thoie j of David, we mi^t remember that 
^ibUBl imrighteousness is sin:^'* that is^ e^erp 
thang forbidden in Scripture, . even to the tnoM 
seccet^tfaonghts «f the heart, is offensive to God; 
and ^nothing . bu t : a: sincere and sorrowful oontrU 
tion^ and utter remmciation of such unrighteous** 
B«8,<^w«llafq[>ly.:difi;mc9ntsof the SaviOur, who 
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Wkk toA inpmsBmis, we mmy otmfidently ka* 
fkKe God Id creste in us m deaa hearty and re% 
aev Jtrigiht sfHrit wkhUi us; for, wiiea we ymiA 
aH our fiKolties to this purifioautioii and this re- 
wm^ donbtlfiSB oar siDceritj will obtain the 
fwmisr. that God has foased to gm His Holy 
S|Miit ta all who ask Him» 

..Hone thiMi, mj brethrea^ we have aU.tbo 
atiUaiH^i wl .enooiiiB||«ment to repentance; nana 
of oarcriaias^ I think it may ho safely S9id# 
luae approached those of DaWd; bat his ¥rert 
Songmxi^ boGBiiae he jiepented. We thoQ may 
be ioBfiTtti, . af we repent: but ho who does not 
fal sumI own. hiaaself a sinnet, though he were 
odtiBEwiso the least imperfect of nankindt fihidl 
be eondemned in the judgment by sinfal bait 
penitent David. Beware, faaweFer, lest a wrong 
^0b be made of this enooarageaMnt* Wo bltye 
no OMtiTe here for continnanoe in sin, in tim 
dneeitful and dangeroos oxpe0tataon9 that fiH 
tata Mpeotanco wiU saiF>e ns$ and ttill less Ibr 
entering on a sinful career when oar Hues ham 
hitfatMn been ftamod on the modd of the Goot 
ftk Gmatly as Darid sinned, he eerlainJgr 
neVer promised hiqwsclf ^ny assurance 6( this 



kinds be yielded step by itep, blinded and 
hardened as he advanced, bnt certainly with no 
thought of repentance, or of any future conse- 
quence whatever. Had he added this delibe- 
rate wickedness to his other actions, it is probable 
that no prophet would have been commissioned 
to declare to him his sin, its consequences, and 
its remedy. And tlxen there would have been 
no repentance, and (terrible to reflect on!) no 
salvation. ^^ His sun would have gone down 
nrhile it was yet day,'^ *•. and instead of an awful 
but encouraging instance of God's will and 
power to save, he would have remained a scathed 
token of the retributive justice of the Almighty; 
dne ifdiom the bolt of vengeance swept fixmi the 
ihsulted presence of the God of purity into the 
fkthomless gulf, at the moment when he trod 
the battlements of heaven. 
' But, setting aside the extreme improbability 
that the means of grace vrould ever be extended 
to a sinner so presumptuous as to sin with the 
intention of escaping by subsequent repentance, 
let us look at the facts in the particular case be- 
ibre us, where the sin was actually forgiven, 
and we shall find quite enough argument to de- 
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ler ns from sin, were it only for its temporal 
consequences. And here it will scarcely be a 
cKgression to observe, how distinctly this trans- 
action proves a most momentous fact, and one 
which is asserted in the seventh article of our 
church, namely, that ^^ the old fathers did not 
only look for transitory promises,'' Although 
it is positively declared, that the Lord put away 
the sin of David, it is equally certain that every 
one of the denunciations pronounced against 
him by the Prophet, was strictly and literally 
accomplished. If these, therefore, had been the 
only punishments which God awarded to sin 
linder the old dispensation, God did not put 
away the sin of David, but treated it with the 
most unbending justice. It is plain, therefore, 
that the remission of David's sin regarded its 
di^hsequences in another life : and this, indeed, is 
the only meaning we can attach to the words, 
** thou shalt not die ;" for, in any other sense 
than this, they could not be true. If it be ob- 
jected that the expression, " thou shalt not die," 
implies ''thou shalt not die for this action," the 
reply is, that nothing had been said by Nathan 
concerning the death of David previously : the 
Prophet denounces against him various calami- 

a 
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ties, but never death: but now, when 
repents, none of these calamities are repealed : 
it is simply added, " thou shalt not^die;" and, 
therefore, no other sense can be admissible than 
a remission of condemnation in a future world. 

While, therefore, there is every encourage- 
ment afforded by this example to the penitent 
sinner, to bring him to his God ; we have at 
the same time an incontrovertible proof, that, 
even were it true that wfe might safely sin in 
the intention of future repentance, the miseries 
we should incur by such a course, even in this 
present life, would far more than counterbalance 
the advantages we could possibly obtain. For 
what was actually the case in the instance of 
David ? Sin had been admitted into his heart 
in one unguarded moment, and all the course 
of his life became tainted with misery. The 
first blow was the death of the child of his guilty 
affections : and afterwards, the sword never de- 
parted from his house. Murder and tumult 
reigned in his family ; his own son rebelled 
against him, and drove his parent before him a 
miserable fugitive. That son, in his unhappy 
end, struck more agony into the heart of Im 
&ther than he had done even during his undiX*^ 
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tiful life ; and, even in his last moments, David 
had to learn that another son, no less unnatural, 
could no longer restrain his impatience for the 
event which, although little distant, appeared 
to bar him from the crown. That these calar 
mities were the consequences of Davids sin is 
positively affirmed in Scripture. We are not 
to imagine for a moment that God suggested to 
Absalom the murder of Amnon, and his rebel- 
Jion against his father : nor that God was the 
author of the counsel by which Adonijah pro- 
claimed himself king in his father^s life. All 
ttisit we can conclude is, that He perniitted the 
intentions of those wicked persons partially to 
succeed in consequence of David's disobedi- 
ence* And could David have felt in time all 
this accumulation of distress, added to his own 
anguish of mind, when he reflected on the evils 
of which he had been the occasion, and that all 
his sufferings were the wages of sin, can we be- 
lieve that he would ever have wished to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season ? Read only his 
penitential psalms : productions breathing the 
most exquisite wretchedness that man can feel 
or describe. Hear him exclaim : ^^ My days 
are consi^m^d like smoke, and my bones are 
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burned its an hearth : %ny heart is smitten,. aii4 
withered like grass.'' * ^'The enemy hath per- 
secuted my soul : he hath smitten my life down 
to the ground: he hath made me to dwell in 
darkness, as those that hare been long deadt 
therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within me ; 
my heart within me is desolate/' ^ Contemplate 
for a moment the sketch which these short e& 
tracts present; and then say, what guilty en- 
joyments does the world afford which could ever 
repay the tortures even of forsaken, of forgiven 
sin ? 

But it may be urged that David lived under 
an extraordinary state of things, under a govern^ 
ment of particular Providences, where sin was 
visited with temporal judgments: that we live 
under a general Providence only, and, therefore, 
if the eternal punishment of our sins be remitted, 
we have nothing further to dread • A most mi»* 
taken belief is this. — Sin, even now, entails 
temporal consequences in themselves sufficiently 
abundant to outbalance all its gratifications* 
Disease or poverty are the attendants of almost 
every sin : but, whether these assail the sinner 
or not, the reproach of conscience, from which 

• Pf . Cir. in. iy. ^ Pv. OXUIL m. ir. 
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he can never entirely escape, is a t<M?mentdr 
which dashes his cup with poison, and streif4rs 
his pillow with fire. It is not because he is as- 
sured that repentance secures him the favour of 
God, that he is immediately tranquil ; the more 
he feels the goodness of his Saviour, the more 
he becomes painfully convined of his own worse 
than worthlessness ; the remembrance of his sins 
is a sore burden, too heavy for him to be^r^ 
and, could their pleasures be offered to himi^ 
heightened in a thousandfold degree, he would 
not be tempted to accept them for one hour of 
the torture which is now praying on his ago^ 
nized spirit. There is quite enough then, even 
on^this side the invisible world, to shew us thfe 
malignity of sin: but, when we reflect on the 
world of sorrow beyond, the hardest heart, we 
should imagine, would shrink before the thought 
Mi sharing the torments of those who rest not day 
and night," " whose smoke ascendeth up for ever 
and ever.''* 

If it be inquired why temporal punishment 
was inflicted on David at all, after his sin was 
forgiven, the answer is, that it was a work of 
mercy for David's own good. After what had 

""" •Ret. XIV. xi. 



been proved of his frailty, it was evident that 
his best security was ip a life of tribulation and 
exertion. And we shall have occs^ion to re- 
mark that even this did not wholly preserve Da- 
vid from the vices attendant on ease and pros- 
perity. And hence we derive a great source of 
consolation under afiBictions befalling ourselves. 
Although frequently caused by our sins, and, as 
such, subjects of deep humiliation, we must 
learn to regard them less as judgments than as 
blessed means by which God takes off our atten- 
tion from sin and the world, and fixes it on ho*^ 
liness and Himself. Under this impression, but 
misfortunes will not only be more tolerable, but 
they will be, in some respect, a subject of rejt>l- 
cing: since we shall remember with thankfulness^ 
and feel with hope, that ^^our light aflBiction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh out for us 
u far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory."* 

• II Cor. IV. xvii. ~ ^^ ' 
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SERMON VIII. 



THE SIN OF GIVING OCCASION OF BLASPHEMY. 



II Sam. XII. xiv. 

^ -.Because by this deed thou hast given great occasion ia 
the .enemies of the Lord to blaspheme^ the child also that 
is born unto thee shall surely die. 

\ w B have already taken occasion to observe 
that sin, even when repented of and forgiven^ 
entedls on those who commit it the most inju- 
rious temporal consequences : and although we 
«re not required to account for every part of 
the government of that great Being, whose ways 
are not as our ways, neither his thoughts as our 
thoughts, we are, in this case, enabled to trace 
the reasons of the divine conduct in the security 
which the sinner hence derives against the re-» 
currence jof his favourite sins» On this account 
we took the opportunity of observing that the 
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temporal calamities inflicted on David in no 
WBj detract from the freedom and perfection of 
God^s pardon : that they were dispensations of 
mercy, sent to wean him from those sinful ob- 
jects which affluence and idleness had thro?ra 
in his way. We come now to pursue the sub- 
ject, and enter on the application of the solemn 
lesson which the Holy Spirit inculcates on all in 
this passage of history. But, before we proceed 
to make this direct application, let us first con- 
sider a few topicks not wholly unworthy re- 
mark, and which the text appears to suggest. ' 
You will observe that this signal misfortuti€f 
is denounced against David because he had 
^ given gient occasion to the enemies of the 
liOfd to blaspheme.'' Here is at once an an^^ 
swer to all the cavils of unbelievers, and a sa^ 

■ 

Action for all the scruples of weaker brethren^ 
So &r from any justification of the conduct of 
David in this particular, we find it expressly^ 
condemned: God is represented as distincdjr 
declaring by his Prophet that David had given 
grtot occasion of blasphemy to the enemies df 
the Lord ; the sacred writer, therefore, is per* 
ftctly aware of the tendency of this passage of 
D»vid?» hi^ory ; and yet he is not directed by 
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fke Holy Spirit to $uppress it. It might hat« 
been suppressed, and doubtless it would have 
lieen, by a writer influenced only by re* 
spect for the character of his hero, and appro* 
hensire for the consequences of his example. 
But the Spirit of truth in His wisdom judged 
otherwise: the failings of David are no less 
useful to us than his virtues, if we will only 
faithfully improve the warnings they afford us. 
It is only to the enemies of the Lord that they 
afford occasion to blaspheme. They, indeed, 
never will want occasion ; and we are not to be 
denied the salutary examples which the Scrip- 
tures hold forth to us, because there are those 
who wrest them to their own destruction. But 
it is chiefly in the failings of the good, that the 
enemies of the Lord find cause of triumph. — 
Those who live in an open and habitual course 
of sin, have no excuse to make for themselves : 
but nothing can surpass their exultation, when 
they have it in their power to say, " see, these 
persons, whom you exhibit to us as models of 
holiness, are no better than ourselves.'^ It mat* 
tevs not to point out that men are not to be 
tried by any other standard than the word of 
Gods the argument may be, and is, unanswei> 



abte, bai the sinner #ouId not ente to wiksifftlt 
it ; his point is gained if he hais deceived hini- 
self, and entrenched himself against conscience 
and repentance behind an additional rampart 
<>f fake reistsening. The occasion of blaspheili^ 
gitto hy Darid to the enemies of the Lord has 
been amply nriprOved. None, who^e reading 
tas bten todetably extensive, none even ^ho 
have been hi habits of cdritersatioft whh tlios^ 
itrhd have read inuch, can be ignoilant hoW 
jnneh has been said, both in extenua^on of dn 
(which is blasphemy} and also in' direct im» 
pesUrbmeiit of the divine authority of Serij^ure, 
^nd of the dealings of God^ solely in cefise*^ 
4]ii6nce of this portion of David^d bk>graphyi-»» 
With sQl this aecumuladod of sin and flfckery^ 
perpetuating even at the preseiii hour, David 
#a6 justly Chargeable, because it is entirely Ae 
result of his sinfnl actions. And, adthougfa, in 
itonsideration of his repentance^ and tlMfOii|^ 
the atonement of the Lamb slaiti from the fmti*^ 
datiori of the worlds the eternal punishmeiit of 
David was remitted, Qod itiarked his ^etists itf 
the deadly example which David had left^ hf ^ 
|u(%ment which wsi^ to m^kt k as £e&iM'M 

mauksM^ h ist obseiif afei% te% 4fibfr iki» 



J94gtn«lit was inflicteii on Dayid, not on apr 
eonitf of the sin of his act, but solQljr^cftMiCQQVOjt 
of the sin to which it would naturally give rjse. 
^he murder of Uriah was to be recompensed 
by ci?il war ; the injury of that faithful hero's 
bed, by the corruption of the wives of David 
by Absalom: but the loss of the child was sol/ely 
intended to mark the divine displeasure, ber 
toise David had afforded an authority and an 
•Xfiuse for sin, and given occasion to the enemies 
Qf the Jiord to blaspheme. 
' Giving occasion of blasphemy to the enemies 
of the Lord is, therefore, a sin of vast magnir 
tiide^ even separately considered. AH conduct 
of ours, which tends in the slightest degr^ t^ 
•tcengthen that system of false reasoning by 
which sinners confirm themselves in their sins, 
and undermine the faith and practice of others^ 
is sin of the deepest dye. We here learn that 
we cannot plead in our own justification, th^ 
fidse argument or the selfdeceit of others. David 
might have said, ^^Sin in others is no less sinful, 
because I am a sinner ; if I have yielded t;9 
temptation, this does not prove it to be right tp 
^Id ; if I have fallen from grace given, this if 
Jio s^w^ why others shovJld re^ gs^fi^ or dopy 
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Hf^ aD this and much laore DarkI might ha?e 
said^ and said truly: but all this would hafc 
availed nothing before God, so Icmg as it re* 
mains a &ct, that sinners will argue otherwise^ 
and derive from the failures of the good confir- 
mation in their sins. The question is not whe« 
ther we have afforded reasonable grounds ci 
blasphemy ; for this, we know, would imply a 
contradiction ; but, whether we have affcnrded 
any grounds at alL If we have, we have been 
guilty of a great offence against Grod; andy 
however unreasonably our example may have 
been cited, or however it may have been pep» 
verted, matters not : when we commit sin, we 
are answerable for all its consequences, and not 
the least are those which flow from the injuries 
which the Grospel meets with in the world, . in 
consequence of the moral apostasy of its profes»v 
sors. It is very natural that ignorant persons, 
when they see professing Christians committing 
glaring violations of the law of God, should 
either believe wickedness to be the fruit of the 
Gospel, or at least that its evidences and sano* 
tions are too weak to produce any practical e& 
fects on the life. And what then is to be the 
CM*?' The heart, already too well preparod 



fH"/ diiyliic^tclies^With' ddightthe deluiive coon 
dnsion; tbejnfatuated sinner lires without God 
and hope in the world, when, if he had 'bnly^ 
seen the light of good works beaming around, 
the Christian, he might have glorified his Father 
m heayen by faith and obedience. But occa«% 
fliour has been given to blaspheme, and too rea^\ 
dily has the occasion been caught by the enemy^ 
df the Lord. His ignorance, indeed, will never, 
plead his excuse at the bar of eternity : he had 
no warrant to take his estimate of religion from 
careless and insincere professors s but still, what 
isilikely to become of those whose sin betrayed 
faJB willing soul into all this fearful guilt an<| 
misery? Let conscience and reason answer.*-*-^ 
6reat, however, as is the sin of hindering the. 
Gospel, and obstructing the salvation of our 
bnsthren by our bad example, even this sin, 
through the mercy of God, maybe pardoned 
cm repentance, as, in David^s case, it actually 
WW. And we have one great encouragement 
t6 repentance in respect of this sin, namely, 
that by so doing we have it in our power to 
cancel, in a great measure, the effects of . the sin 
itoelf. J 

.^:Ia^my last discourse I oould only slightly ;9<Ir 



hirgf^wn tbm etm^eeqaeoct^ oi his sins ip » fit* 
tare life^ was still pnnidied on e«rthp Tl». 
jadgmti^ inflicted on lum, however, an^ moro^ 
to be Kgiarded as the effects than as the {nih 
nishments of his sin : they ware not so mticjbi 
judicial visitations, as thej were fatherly cha&i» 
tisements, to impress him with a sense of 919^ 
and to renove him from that fatal condiitiofi ^ 
ease and security, for whi<^ it was evidftni 1)9 
was too frail and inconsistent. The lik^ m9j 
he said of all the mitfortunies which hefal mvn 
selves; vre cannot believe in a Providence lAtlkr 
tet . faelieying that they all fall out by the a{it 
piNotflnent pr permission of God; y^ thfV 
greattsJ; sinner ought not to feel dish^arteoe^ 
and desperate, as if they were propfs that iGic4 
bad wiihdrawn his favour from bixn, and visita^ 
him with the earnest of eternal wrath. Tbi^y 
ought certainly to beget in us the most Uwely 
eonvictjons of sin: by sin, afBiotion entei^ 
ifito the world, iBot teo much to punish as tp. f oEt 
ract^ by detaching the affections of the siiuMV 
from unstable and perishable objects; Midf 
therefore, we ought always to remember ithvit 
tdHhlUlte iS'the effisot and the nedieinf of siot 



Mcethreit AlcMrdioglyt Bmrailing.ibt cvfls 
MiiHi hare toiide il necessnyy and spp^ng its 
p6Wer to* softeii the heart, to adord die aflBiei^ 
k^ Hand, oDlercifQl alike ifi cterectiofil and Mi 
feotMtj, and to Iok^ with faidi anHd hapt to tfait 
Hjfig^QMi of God which vre Binn^rs caav ^nkf 
Miter thrtfvigfa fnueh tribulationF* 

The particular calamity which was here im 
tfieted Dh Datid is one which it behon^e^ il^ td 
Mflect Mt fttteiftitefy, as it iei wie whkh nori* 
atti hope to es(iapd whef attain the drdinairy p€M 
ijttd of htunah life. Sdttife of j^dn Me iM the 
Ifiiii^tide 6f enisteiicie, ftfid kMW lidflni^ hjf 

cbrperien tf« <>f the ciares and' inii^ei^ieB^ at a^tf tati^d 
igei ydu ha^e heard &f them m the itovraioi^ 
]^lkces of tAotalist?, and^ ^haC is moM, yon httte 
t6$4 of them iii the 4i^ord of Godd^ yoa, theM» 
fn^ hieliei^e that Uiey exist, but it* isa bdUef 
WiUeh', perhaps^ has no sennide operatidh 'od 
four hearts. Yeu* cotisider that^ nor rtfftet oit 
ft(0 tpotilided of future life, is to impair the ««» 
jd;fiticiats of the present $ asid, therc^fore, to difw 
tfwhigtt if^ott ifi y<mt ¥ery entranee dft thi^ 
dft-eshdd of the w^orld. And y«t, v^f yoiing^ 
iHttMbfeu^ if you at< Ghri^atts in tieatt^ m^IMt 
dbian by profession^ you'wiU'jsee nothing discoih» 
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ragiDg" in the anticipation of tmipwal ddaini* 
ties, hecaxise your views and your hopes will aO 
lie beyond the bounds smd the influence of time. 
It is only on the thoughtless and unprepared 
that ^ fear Cometh as desolation, and de^nio- 
lion as a whirlwind ;'' * to you, who lo<^ for* 
ward with serene resignation to whatever it 
may please Providence to dispense, the fore- 
itght of tribulation will bring no terrors ; it wiU 
the rather confirm you in that happy and tran- 
quil disposition of mind which will form. an 
earthly heaven in the season of success, and 
prove your only comfort and safeguard when it 
shall please God to try you, as he certainly will^ 
if your lives be prolonged to the ordinary term 
(rf* human life, in the furnace of affliction. To 
you, it is true, no Prophet has been especially 
lent to declare your sins and their consequences; 
but the prophetick voice of Scripture proclaims 
that all have sinned ; and, although repentance 
and forgiveness of sins have been so associated 
by God that man cannot disjoin them, the eSr 
fiaets of sin are still conspicuous in tribulatioii 
and death. The constitution of nature, will, Uk 
aU probability, require you to smooth the piUoie 
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9f an expiring parent ; and to witness, without 
the power of prevention, the dissolution of the 
strongest ties of duty and affection. Learn then, 
whenever this calamity shall come upon you, to 
$;ndure it like repentant David ; praying daily 
for the health and advantage, spiritual and 
temporal, of your dying benefactor ; and when 
It: at length pleases unfathomable wisdom to rcH 
move him firom the visible scene, sorrowing in 
iiubmission and chastened grief, in the pious 
hope of David, ^^ I shall go to him, though ha 
shall never return to me." 

But chiefly to you, p^u^nts, does this lessoft 
address itself. Bittqr, indeed, must be your 
s«lfreproach, if your unforgiveness or your un?^ 
kuidQess has^ brought to the confines of the grave 
the child whom nature and the Gospel conw 
mnnded you to <;herish: bitter ought to be youi^ 
sidj^ccusation, if, on examining your own live% 
and neverentiaUy tracing the counsels of Godf* 
yiOu: hl^ve resMSpn to believe, that your child ]dl^ 
mercifully about to be removed from the con* 
tagion of your own evil example, and that thu| 
you may be accessary to the death of your owii; 
ol^primgl You may have seen your wickedness,^ 
ahd jeptfil^ of it; ftnd so did David } but God 



inay b^ pfeased, in order still further to incKate 
tod confirm that penitent affliction, which is to 
work repentance unto salvation, to continue his 
iievere, though fatherly corrections* Observe 
Aen the conduct of Darid. Although he had 
been assured by an inspired Prophet, that Mi 
iohild should surely die, he fasted and prayed 
for his recovery: and this argued no want of 
(kith in the truth of God, but rather a confi- 
dence in the strength and efficacy of prayct 
irnd repentance, which, as he had already ex- 
perienced, were of power to avert the severest 
judgments. It pleased God that his prayers 
should not prevail ; we are not bound to ass!^ 
the reasons of this or any other act of an inscrb* 
table Providence; but we may safely assert that 
it vras, in the end, best for hiili that m6h ^hotM 
ht the case. His spirituisil safety required some 
great and immediate sacrifice, and this 'Pr» 
made in the person of his child. You, there* 
fore, whom God has simlliBlrly affiieted, Mek to 
him for the cure, who inflicted the Uow. Btit^ 
if it should not be consistent with infinite wi^ 
dom to spare' the child of your affection, let 
your sonrow for his loss b^ such asi^*while it mkf 
^braoe the deepest repentaaee, nkayraliioiMi 
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vitt^.JieTereiioe and sdfabaadaumfiQt tavratdi 
G0CI9 and indulge the hope of the repentant 
lung: ^ I shall go to him, but he shall not re» 
turn to me.^' And if your child^ as you hope 
lind trust, is now one of the blessed inhabitants 
^ heaven, you can only hope to go to him by 
Kepentance aqd faith in the Lord Jesus Christ| 
fiuth, wwking by love, fruitful in good works. 
Mid applying his atonement to your own ever* 
lasting glory. 

Z; I iMVi only aware of one objection which has 
teen raised against the authority of Scripture 
finom this portion of the life of David. It- has 
\f§en represented as iqconsistent with the justice 
oC God, to punish David by inflicting death on 
Hook innocent being. But scarcely a mementos 
Doosideration is necessary to shew the fallacy of 
this objection, for it never could be made by 
any jperson recollecting that there is a future 
vorld. Death, in the course of that nature to 
•vhtch the child was subject, must necessarily 
Jbtttee ttrrived ; and at no time could it have ar- 
tittd with so little risk and such cheering pros- 
fleets, . as in that age, whose happy and highly 
&K>ured possessors compose, with those who 
itiwt^ nsemhle them, Uie kingdom of heavent 
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And this circumstance may teach as to admin 
the wonderful economy of goodness which char 
racterizes all the acts of divine Proridence* 
When we behold, to take one instance out of 
millions, the grass at once refreshing the wearied 
eye in the glare of the landscape, and affording 
subsistence to tribes of animals, we praise and 
adore the contriving and economizing wisdom 
of God ; but what ought to be our admiration 
when we trace the same principle operating in 
the great concerns of eternity, and behold the 
same act insuring the salvation of one, and secu« 
ring, so far as is consistent with moral respond 
bility, that of another! Surely in this analogy 
we cannot fail to trace the hand which bi^s the 
same luminary dispense both heat and light, 
and the same tree afford us nourishment and 
shelter. Our faith in the truth of the Scrips 
tares is confirmed, and our opinions of the Deity 
exalted. Safe in His hand, reconciled to Him 
in Jesus Christ, let us pray that in all His dis- 
pensations we may never lose sight of ^hat 
mercy which is their essential principle, and that 
we may employ it to the uses for which He de- 
ugned it, in promoting the work of universal sal^ 
vatjon, through the same^ Jesus Christ our Lord* 



341 



i4 



SERMON rx. 



t' 



• • i . . t\f 



THE NUMBERING OF THE PEOPLE. 
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II Sam. XXIV. i. 

The anger of tne Lord was kindled against Israel, and 
He moved David against tbeni to iay, < Go, nnnlber Ismd 
and Jiiddh/ 
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Xhb history cantained in this chapter has 
given rise to objections against Scripture^ 
through wiUul penrersion and want of attention; 
whil^, properly examined, it affords the most 
tseM instruction for private practice, and tht 
most admirable illustration of that economy of 
Providence, in effecting many objects by a single 
dispensation, vrhich is never to be found in any 
contrivance not bearing the evident impress of 
ah' intelligent author. The sum of the objections 
or ]5Crtiples raised out of this transaction, may be 
eomprised under three heads ; the first object 



tion is : That God excited Darid to da a sinfid 
act, for which He punished him; and that| 
therefore, Grod is represented both as the anther 
of sin, and the punisher of what He has Himsdf 
originated ; the second is, that the numbering 
of the people seems to be no more a crime in 
Darid than in other princes, who often institute 
a census of the population for the most benefi- 
cial purposes, and, therefore, not to be punished 
by so severe a visitation ; ai)d the third, that, 
althpugh David committed the crime, his sub- 
jects endured the. punishment. . i 

The first of these objections we will con^der 
separately: the two others, I trust, will be abun- 
dantly refuted in the cpurse of the remarjks 
which I have to make to jqu. >,; ^ 

: . It is ofcyepted then, : in the first place) ^^ (I^ 
Gpd excited David to dp a sinful act, for which 
{{e punished him ( and, hence, that the Scrip- 
ture represents God as the authw of sin and th^ 
punisher of what He Himself origiaates,.7--Tli|B 
ftpswer to this is to be fpund in the pauraUid 
nbapter of the Chronides, * where it is rea4« 
^^ Satan stood up against Israd, and |^oypl^ 
Onrid to nuniber; Israel*^' However desirous. 
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ibetfAmi imb^eTeni may be to make the GimI 
of tiie Scriptures the author of evil, and, how^ 
<ffer deriroQS (strange, but true to saj) some 
jHrofSftsring CSiristians majbe to do the same, 
they must not look for encouragement in the 
text : f<Nr the only inference is that God, on ao» 
aeont <^ the sin of the Israelites, permitted the 
gteait enemy of mankind to enjoy an advantage^ 
iHkich would nerer hare been allowed him 
otherwise. And this advantage was not iucA 
as to take away David^^ freedonl of . acting ; 
David might still have resisted the suggestioiit 
of' the wicked spirit, and, therefore, was justly 
aiuenable to the anger of God. And we ma!y 
be sure that, when it is said ^ the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against Isihel,^^ the prinoe 
was not excepted. The ready mannor in which 
David yidded to the temptation, deq)ite the 
wttnings even of a wicked man, for such wM 
Jwtb, is a proof of the evil state of his heart at 
(iw^time.^ God, therefore, was not the author 
df ^ Davids sin. '^And thb portion of the text 
stfpplies us with two reflections^ which^ it would 
not be right to overlook. 
^'•The first of these is, the extreme' oMiition 
which we ought to, f xwioi^ in interpieting 
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concerns the character of God. In 
the text it is said that ^ Grod moved Darid to 
numfoer Israel :^^ no person taking a dear and 
liberal view of Scripture would ever suppose 
diat this passage was to be literally understood* 
^ Let no man say,'* says St. James, '^ when he 
is tempted, I am tempted of God, for God can« 
not be tempted with eril, neither tempteth he 
any man, but every man is tempted, when he 
IS drawn away of his own lust, and entieedL^^ 
And yet, if Providence had not preserved to w 
the books of the Chronicles, we should have 
fottnd even some Christians ; hard to cpnvmoe 
that the text is to be figuratively interpreted^ 
and that what is said to be done by God is only 
what is done by his permission. As it is^ th^^ 
can be no doubt on the subject. This passage, 
therefore, -shews how necessary it is to* avoid a 
Ut^rai interpretation of any text, which appar 
Mndy iimiakes God the author of evil; an.< 
opihion whic^h^ in the present instance, aad.frQm> 
the whole tenor of Scripture, we learn /to be^ 
fiklse, and which reason, as well as Scripture^ 
shews to be blasphemous. . .: 

< The> seeond' consideration whichi: {v briffly 
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commend to your notice is this : the advantages 
which sin affords to the enemy of our souls. 
While we maintain a strict obedience and love 
to God, God Himself is our -friend; His arm 
is extended against our spiritual foes, we are 
children of light, and He Himself fights our 
battles against the powers of darkness. But 
when we revolt from His allegiance, when we 
live for ourselves and not for God, God with- 
draws the protection and assistance He before 
lent us, and our hearts become an easy prey to 
■ the evil one: so that we have not only the loss 
of our almighty Ally, but we are placed at the 
disposal of " principalities, of powers, of the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, of spiritual 
wickedness in high places."" 

These two considerations, deducible merely 
from a collateral branch of this one text of 
Scripture, would afford materials for volumes of 
reflection. The main objects of the text, hovv- 
erer, must now be attended to. We will con- 
sider therefore, first, what the sin of David was, 
and what instruction we are to derive from it; 
and next, the national effects of sin ; and how 
the Israelites are an example to ourselves. 
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There is a great fallacy in compariog the 
case of David with that of any other prince or 
government whatever. In other governnients, 
^^ a ^ king, going to make war against another 
king, sitteth down 9.nd consulteth .whether he 
be able with ten thousand to meet him. that 
Cometh against him with twenty thousand V'' 
and this i^ perfectly consistent with :a belief in 
Providence ; because we know that Providence 
acts by human means, .and will not provide for 
those who neglect to provide for themselves. — 
But in the government of Israel it was otherwise. 
David was not king, but viceroy: GodHimsdf 
was the temporal as well as eternal monarch of 
Israel. David had no authority to act without 
the express command or permission of God, 
even in the most ordinary concerns of goprern- 
ment ; every act, therefore, of David which 
wanted this command or permission, . was sin 
against God. ■- ^ Moreover, the principle : ftwx 
which his action sprangf >ttust have been sinfta). 
.For, either it/ was' overweening pride in the 
greatness of his dominion, and. forgetfudbess of 
that God whose minister he. was,, and who had 
given him all that he enjoyed ; fojqgetfulness of 



tho terrible chastisement which he had already 
received both at the hands of an oflended God, 
and in the recesses of his own conscience, for 
crimes arising solely from that same evil princi- 
ple; or, it was selfconfidence, and abandonment 
of trust in God. It was desertion of that glo- 
rious truth which he had once so triumphantly 
proclaimed, "the Lord saveth not with sword 
and spear." ' He forgot that God had enabled 
the unarmed shepherd youth to prevail over 
the gigantick and armed pagan ; he forgot the 
persecutions, the afflictions, the temptations out 
of which God alone had delivered him ; the 
wealth, the prosperity, the power to which God 
alone had exalted him, occupied his whole 
heart and thoughts ; but the Giver was not 
there. How to retain that power, how to dis- 
play that prosperity, were the sole objects of 
his schemes and wishes ; and he cared not to 
remember that his surest strength was reliance 
on God, and his brightest splendour the light 
of the divine favour. Beside all this, he acted 
in direct opposition to a command of the very 
law whose minister he was. *' When thou 
takest the sum of the children of Israel, after 
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their number ; then shall they give every man 
a ransom for his soul unto the Lord, when thou 
numberest them; that there be no plague 
amongst them, ^hen thou numberest them.''* 
In whatever light, therefore, we regard the mo- 
tives and conduct of David, we cannot fiatil to 
perceive that they were extremely sinful, and 
consequently the objection raised on the ground 
of the indifference of the action is of no value 
at all. 

If then this action, which appraxs to many so 
innocent, is yet, upon examination, evidently so 
highly criminal as to have merited and.etadured 
the just displeasure of God : may it not be useful 
to inquire whether there may not be amon^ 
ourselves sentiments and conduct, which we re- 
gard as indifferent, but which, really, may be 
highly offensive to our Father in heaven? What 
prevents but that the motives winch influenced 
David, may influence us also, although, from 
the difference of our situations, and nothing 
else, our actions may vary? David is not the! only 
man whom Satan has stood up to tempt with 
pride and vainglory. There is not one among 
us who is not in greater danger than David ; 

"'" "' • Ezod. XXX. zil 



. 4 




unless it be true that there is one here who has 
experienced so bitterly the fruits and the warn- 
ings of sin. From the hour when the fatal and 
complicated crime which we have lately consi- 
dered was accomplished, he had knowTi no 
earthly peace ; the work of death began imme- 
diately in his family ; murder, rebellion, filial 
ingratitude, deluged the throne with tears and 
blood. The most thoughtless, it might with 
apparent reason be supposed, could not fail, 
thus circumstanced, to perceive the utter vanity 
of all human glory and power, and the folly of 
fixing his affections or expending his exertions 
in the attainment of objects purely worldly. 
And yet David was not thus affected, who was 
so far from thoughtless, that the history of his 
life and the testimony of his writings prove that 
there never existed a mortal character more 
deeply imbued with religious knowledge, and 
more habitually sensible of religious impressions. 
So far, then, from regarding his example as in- 
different, it can never be approached by a 
Christian without lear and trembling ; who, 
feeling that his past life has never exhibited the 
holiness of David, although it may not have 
been stained with so fearful sins, knows that he 
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has never experienced such convincing and, ^>-- 
parentl3r5c irresistible warnings as were youch- 
:&a£ed jto. the rebdlious: kiiog. Those who caii 
€Jee no crime in this action of David, iof course 
jcan see no crime An devoting ail th^ thdughls 
and . affections to riches or honour, and silting 
dawn to contemplate them with the rich man In 
the parable, who. thought vdthin himself s^jHipg, 
i^^.WhsU: shallil do,^ because I have no. where to 
jbestow my fruitsi This vrill I do : I:will pidl 
down my barns and bpild greater ; and there 
will I bestow all .my fniits. and my goods s attd 
1 . will say . fb , jny soul^ Soul^ thou ha^t muoh 
^p>od&> laid, . up for mady years ; take thine eas^e, 
eat, drink, and be merry .^'^ Is it not to be 
feared that, there are thousands who daily em^ 
]]3oy this language in their hearts? Is it not, to 
be feared by every Christian, after the awful 
example of David, that he may, perchance, . be 
4ed, through thC: cares of the world and the de- 
ceitfulness of riches,, to adapt a similar language? 
How appalling are the prospects of ihe richJattd 
powerful, who sit down to pride themselves, on 
their possessions, without thanking Grod for what 
he has given ; without feeling that they are his 

* Luke XIL xviii. six. 
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stewards ; without praying that they may em- 
ploy the gift to the glory of, the Giver ; and 
without endeavouring to the best of their power, 
to do so! They may attract the wonder, per- 
haps the envT', of their fellow worms, by the 
magnificence of their estates, tlie luxury of their 
abodes, and the pomp of their presence : they 
may be clothed in purple and fine linen and 
fere sumptuously every day: but shall this be 
called innocence, when the great author of all 
their blessings is never invoked but to be blas- 
phemed ? Shall this be called happiness, which 
rests its whole security on objects of a moment ? 
It may be called so by men, but, assuredly, it is 
fer other in the sight of God. It is not more 
idolatrous to fall down before the sun, and 
thank the senseless luminary for the light and 
heat which God has ordained it to give, than to 
devote all our attention and fix all our desires 
on the blessings which he has bestowed to, ligh- 
ten the severities of this probationary state, and 
to minister to his glory on earth, and our own 
salvation through Jesus Christ. Whether, there- 
fore, our riches, our reputation, our talents, or 
any other earthly object soever, excite our 
pride and selfgratuiation : whatever we may 
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think respecting our own innocence, depend on 
it^ my brethren, God regards us in a very diflTe- 
rent light ; and we should feel a confusion 
orily to be conceived by the wretch wjho cxpe- 
nienees its misery, did o>ur insulted God ; appeal 
U> us in a voice no long^ to be resisted, by the 
deafening folds of vanity, '^ Thou fool I ; this 
night thy soul shall be requirtd of , thee. I" • 
When the very best of us aUis a sinner so grie- 
vous that he never could ' have stood for A mo* 
ment in the presence of God, but for the most 
listiohishing and ' ad<H:able dispiaisation' which 
evea the : divine n^risdom could devis6 tc^ reebnicQe 
mercy with justice, even the sacrifice' of our 
most blessed Lord and Master Jesus Christ, 
What must we {>romise ourselves if we can 
choose; fe reckcm )our virtues, Ivhich are only 
our duty, forgetfid of our vakaj and grievous 
sins, our insensibility to which again awakem 
therjG^luatant arm of divine justice ? What must 
we expect, . if ' we boast of our wisdom among 
men, when ^^ the wisdom of the world is fool- 
ishness with God ?'' ^ What must be our hope 
if we ptit our trust !n riches, fmd are not riph 
towards. God ? The subject might employ the 

' »Luto>YII. XX. > I Cor. III. xix. 



reflections of a life, and must do so, if we woaH 
be careful to avoid the sin and calamity wliich 
David, with all his light and all his warnings, 
failed ia escaping. 

I shall include in my present observations a 
eketch of the example which the Israelites ^ aij- 
..lord to ourselves. 

ppf First then, here we will refute the third ob- 
r Jection ; that, although David committed the 
crime, his subjects endured the punishment.' — 
if by this it be meant that David incurred no 
punibhmeut, it is manifestly fa.Ue.- — But, on a 
Utile consideration, we shall find that the punish- 
ment inflicted on him was in reaUty the only 
chastisement that could make him feel power- 
fully the nature and extent of his crime. He 
had relied on the number of his subjects ; that 
number was accordingly diminished. — He had 
practically forgotten the power of God : that 
power was accordingly manifested. — But did 
the people incur this judgment for David's sin 
alotie ? By no means. The text informs us 
that "the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Israel ;" and this anger could only have been 
kindled by national sin. So wonderful are th^ 
ways of God, in making one sinner bis instru- 



I 
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inent to bring judgment on another, ami ia 
punishing the moet various sins by a single dis- 
pensation I < 

Under the old covenant, national and indivi^ 
dual crimes were alike punished by temporal 
judgments. Under the new, the crimes of in* 
divtduals are not always conspicuously punished 
on earth ; conscience is sometimes the only 
avenger ; but we are assured that they will be 
punished hereafter. But for national sins we must 
still account nationally. In this respect we are 
as much under a particular Providence as were 
the Israelites themselves. Not that we are the 
subjects (^ a miraculous dispensation ; not that 
God is our temporal magistrate as well as eter- 
nal sovereign ; but that strict retribution is, and 
always has been, escrcised on nations in the 
present world, because national distinctions 
must altogether cease in the next. Nations have 
ever flourished in proportion to their use of re- 
ligious opportunities. Solomon observed gen&< 
rally, ** Righteousness exalteth a nation ; but 
sin is a reproach to any people;"' aud a hea- 
then historian, who wrote before the times of 
thie Gospd, remarked from his own observatioiw 
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of history, that empire always passed from (he 
vicious to the virtuous.' And atlhough, through 
the merciful forbearance of God, who has spared 
them for the sake of the few righteous, national 
chastisement has not always immediately fol- 
lowed national sin, yet, when a nation has per- 
sisted in deliberate wickedness, and filled up 
the measure of its iniquity, its destruction has 
cwne without remedy. There has arrived a time 
when, if Noah, Daniel, and Job were there^ 
they ehould deliver neither son nor daughter, 
but only their own souls by their righteousness. 
There seems, indeed, to be a certain proportion 



* " Ita imperium cemper ad optimum quemtjue a minus bono 
transferlur." Sallusl. Bell. Catil. JI. Thw historian lired la see 
the exempli EcatioD of hii own theory beginning to work upon lui 
■country. Horace liad seen yet more, when, ader enuHwraling 
the domeslick vices of bis countrymen, he exclaimed, with melan- 
■cboly conviction-: 

** Hoc fonte derivetft cladei 
Inpalriam populumquefluxit!'' 
And Juvenal, who had obtained a still moi 
country's guilt, and a nearer view of ila i 
corded the result of his observations : 



III! 



mlarged survey of his 
n, has patheticolly re- 



LuKuria incubuit. vidunique ulciscitur orbem t" 

The principle is bo true, that it matters not what community we 

take a» its example' France 1ms lately afforded one ofterrilick de- 
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bcstween the religioas oppiMlunities and: ^6- re^ 
It^gjmi&idisQ^ nations^ which God «dl-^ 

kiws them to complete before his^loiilgsufiim 
is - meimed < and < his Spirit tuv&U nbi loiiger 'gtrfve; 
What this pvoportion ^^ haiB»beeii ivisely xetaibied 
as one of the: secret thitigs Df<^k)d; butibf thi« We 
ipayifeeloeiTtainf thdt^^ greater tbe^dt^ntt^gi^ 
begtoired^ the less will.be the^ time^BllDWed^ i^ 
repentance. -' The - history ^M(yf> iio» ^natioiv iii^ the 
world eichibitsilnstatice^'of 'siK^fa teitible |iid^ 
9ients asl J that of - the^ Jews j' ncith^ -had atiy 
other nation ' opportolilti^^ religibufr adviMiise^ 
ineilt (SO i)lfii^oiK 'as'^^^ And tiie'4aw% of 

nature themselyes, which may be called the 
providential govenmient of thein^^^ 
are ti^t ittortei e^^ thrtt 

universal law of God^s ntwal pifovidehc* by wlyteh 
nations must account to him for thdr u^e,of His 
blessings entrusted to th^ir^oatel ^^ ^ • * ' * 

Regarded under tlfi^tffe\**,i how d afj. 

fecting is the Tcsponsjifciliiyj of QUTrfavo^r;ed 
land ! Standing, as sheitoe^ on liie pinnacle* of 
power, *tid ift the noonday" of knowledge, the 
city on a hill, the liahi ol^ th^ wiwld, if the lig;ht 
in her be darkness^ hpigr grea.t IP that dajrkiness I 
How exemplary too will be her puttitfhnftemt. 



when, He who spared; not his own Zion shall 
comiubsion the Angel of destruction, "go up, 
destroy, take down her battlements, for they are 
not the Lord's !" And how inconceivably aw- 
ful does the. reflection become to each of us, 
when he considers the share which he may 
personally have in this terrible consummation ! 
Not merely in the suflerings of the present time, 
but in the guilt which induced them, and in 
(he consequent condemnation of a world to 
come ! We are often apt, in the pride of imagi- 
nary prudence and information, to suppose we 
can instruct men who have been statesmen by 
their very education, in the art of government; 
and if any national misfortune occurs, we are 
ready enough to cast all the culpability on the 
shoulders of those to whose care has been in- 
trusted the sacred concern of empire. But it 
never once occurs to us to suppose that our own 
un thankfulness, our own carelessness, our own 
absolute rejection of the blessings which we la- 
ment, our own stubbornness, pride, unbelief, 
rapacity, reiiellion, hardness and impurity of 
heart, may, if the wise justice of the Lord see 
(it, frustrate the exertions of the ablest ministers, 
and resist the endeavours of the most devoted 
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patriots. Josiah and Hezekiah in vain at- 
tempted to avert the approaching destruction of 
their nation while the people rushed blindly to 
their ruin with infatuated impiety. 

No, sianer ! look to thine own heart, and to 
thine own house; and, if one is the nest of vani- 
ty, sensuality, covetousness, and infidelity, and 
the other the scene of riot, debauchery, slander, 
and profaneness ; talk not of the errors of thy 
rulers, but seek the abundant causes of misfor- 
tune in thine own; accuse not the negligence d* 
the helmsman, but the incompetence of the ma" 
riner. " What meaner thou, O sleeper ? arise, 
call upon thy God, if so be that God will think 
upon us, that we praish not." ' 

Perhaps it may be admitted (though the dan- 
ger of orerconfidence and spiritual pride should 
make us cautious in the admission) that there is 
at present a greater national wakefulness to the 
subject of religion, and a more general earnest- 
ness in the pursuit of heavenly things than once 
prevailed among us. It would be a mournful 
presage, indeed, for the nation if such were not 
the oase, after all our deliverances and amidst sdl 
our opportunities. But then again, it cannot 




Iw denied, that there never was an age when in- 
fidelity, luxury, selfwilledness, vice and prodi-' 
gacyof every kind, abounded more than in the 
present; nor does any single spot comprise bo 
large a portion of them all, as the very heart of 
this our privileged country, '*The effectual fer- 
vent prayer of a righteous man," we know, *'a^ 
vaileth much ;" • and to the entreaties of the real- 
ly pious amongst us we will hope that the safety 
of our beloved counfrymay yet be granted. But, 
my brethren, remember it is in the power of you 
all to be in this number; and if you would as- 
pire to the title of patriots, determine to be 
Christians. But if otherwise, and you have 
plighted your affections and your souls to sin, 
advance not the hypocritical pretence that you 
are the friends of your country. The sinner 
is his country^'s greatest foe, and if he succeeds 
not in effecting her ruin, it is only because the 
forbearance of God, and the fortunes of the just 
which are embarked with his own, restrain the 
impending blow. Let him not, however, flat- 
ter himself with the hope of final impunity; God 
does not regard the impotency of his wickedness; 
this omnipotent mercy has itself reatrainedr— it 
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is the tendency of sia which the Lektl ^ditamines ^ 
and although the nation^ may be^^ved from the 
coiisequehbes of the* sinM^r's deeds^ ' the dinner 
himself sh^ not. His c^ttiiti^s bkuid ^^hafi be 
demanded at'^hisrhaiady^'althottgb' ihe. arm of 
Prdvidence arrested hi^isiim;' r^atik4i»<ieath the 
weight of mercy despised^- :t^efc^gs\i^^ 
warnings disr^rded^ ' and a rgrtektiitid^fliMrish<- 
mg nation "mined so l&rad indiyidualSHcStbdiiess 
oan'^condnc6;j:a«sltioiM9d'*cdki, f^ -Bt^tl^ sinVier 
will ihdeed inotnr aiii omwh^efalring f^tifvo^on of 
condemnation^ * liet ti^ not iiOfft^tttny btit f^ar^ 
not with^MpCA^tK^iis teirh^ iHitlri^iMM dttmm-^ 
spectiotr. : Let us use the-gracic^^and^gl^ 
opportunities of rellgidiid progress Whi^hJ^Ween* 
joy.: eridearouring,' by etery di^c^|jte''iM^s, 
to eitend the Ki^igtkni of. ChriiM: am 
seltes^ and iii' the natiotis^ wfaich'nbw^ sit in dark-> 
ness and the shadow of disath;' to defiter un- 
impaired^ to the ' latest posterity t}J6 sacred ' de^ 
posit of saving' fkith Whi6h God has coimmitted to 
our trust, and be his ble^ed and ^ccessftU in^ 
struinents in' perpetuating the^ object of tiie Re- 
deemer's sacrifice t31 time shall be no mofie. ' 

' Bilit if the drerftDW of liiigodliAfess sfaotdd call 
the reluctant severity of God on our sinful nation, 
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tet us not have our share in her guilt; but, cling- 
ing to the Rock of ages, escape the fury of the 
storm, and receive an everlasting citizenship in 
Jerusalem which is above. 

To sum the whole argument i as individual 
members of mankind, take heed to the warning 
of God by Moses : " Beware that thou forget not 
the Lord thy God, in not keeping his command- 
ments, and his judgments, and his statutes: lest, 
when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast 
built goodly houses and dwelled therein, and 
when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and 
thy silver and thy gold is multiplied; then thy 
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord 
thy God, and thou say in thine heart, ' My 
power and the might of my hand hath gotten 
me this wealth,' But thou shalt remember the 
Lord thy God, for it is He that giveth thee 
power to get wealth." ' And, as members of 
this favoured nation, I will address you by the 
affecting appeal of the same messenger of God. 
"And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God 
require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, 
to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 



^L^ferve the 
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Deut Via. xi. leqq. 



with all thy soul, to leep the amnnaKHiments of 
the. Lord, and his statutes, which I command 
thee for thy good?^'^ This is all that He re-» 
quires, but this |Ie ^^jc^^rpt may we all 
fiilfil the requirement through Jesus Christ our 
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kt us notliave Mir sliM'eJn Iter guilt; bttt^ ding^ 
ing.to the Rock of ages, escape tbe fury of the 
storm^. and receive an everlasting citizeitehip ib 

Jerusaiem if hich is above. 

M. To Bum t;he civkole aDguraent : a^ individuail 
members of mankind, take heed to the warniti]^ 
of God by Moses, t,'^ Beware that thou forget not 
the Lord thy God, in not keeping his command- 
ments, and his judgments, and his statutes: lest, 
when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast 
built goodly houses and dwelled therein, and 
when, thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and 
thy silver and thy gold is multiplied ; then thy 
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord 
thy God, and thou say in thine heart, ^ My 
power and the might of my hand hath gotten 
me this wealth.' But thou shalt remember the 
Lord thy God, for it is He that giveth thee 
power to get wealth.^' * And, as members of 
this &voured nation, I will address you by the 
affecting appeal of the same messenger of God. 
^^And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God 
require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, 
to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to 
serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 

f Deut VIIL xuieqq* ^ Ibid. xvii. 
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the Bible, as we believe the truth of our own 
national history, and, in our conduct^ at least, 
appear insensible that tlw doctrines of xmr re- 
demption and saAf atkiiV9f Qr tl {ilLmwe necessary 
to be borne in mind in our relations with the 
wwld, than the>lustory. df wx ciyJ^l c^titution. 
This kind of belief is little better than mere in- 
fidelity. It is ^ mth.theJheart," we learn from 
God's Apostle, '^ man beliereth unto righteoua- 
ness:" * it is jioia mefo 0ol$l-]tfetess knowledge 
9f t}»f ipfistimahle,^loT&.<^f Gipiil^r ^i^^UuM^ffJbiin 
the redemption of the world by ouc Jbor^.ileiiiu 
Christ, — a belief that the means of grace and the 

%#ith iiKtO'<i^ghtetw«nes«|{(PF. jtntiWtji(m0j^ 
fiwit 'wberefltf i^ hplUe8%..wdl^erigi)d;^y»li^ijiigt 
U^e^ ^ i6 is. 4ha«, iM^ 9me>'Mi/,^ixki^km 
Ha(^^o£'Q<ld» which oKaHeei iO|w heswltarttsfi^pin 
edlf !aiuir4^«t«Mly<ibbao^M«)r^ whi)^ 9bfM»»foB^ 

Ipp9:rpraiB^B0t/r(u% withiOiCtHf^ b«t(.iAi ef^^^gg^ 

afftioB o€ * Q^Tc liv«% y^tJmt - in ; ow f^toAimt dm 
Qmi OF Jti»^^oair n^i^bour* . ^filkmimr.wiiMimm 
tWftoframe. o€ mini, =itm »haU>: be^ beliir!i«is jm 
Q^iltWNtgf wi^owl tWMlg/QiristNIQSt^vaadiAAi 

^cUin0i») b<wreii«ffip9Wfli^nl9i]i«H)fh«riiitiMi^i94«iK 
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gree useful to us, which convinces the head, as 
long as we remained unconyinced in heart; as 
long as we' can allow ourselves to contemplate as 
a real and undoubted truth that " He who ia 
**over all, Gwl blessed for ever,"^ took upon 
him the likeness and infirmities of man, and 
was content to suffer death, that we might never 
die, and yet feet unaOected by an event whose 
mysterious sublimity it would be presumption to 
attempt to describe in human language; insen- 
sible of God's iniinite love and goodness; un- 
grateful for his mercy ; disobedient to his com- 
mands, and negligent of " so great salration," '' 
It is the glory of Religion that it has evidences 
which appeal to the heart as well as to the mind ; 
which bear, together with the most irresistible 
conviction of the reason, a no less irresistiUe 
engagement of the affections ; and it is not less re- 
markable that these evidences are the same facts 
which in natural religion are difficulties in the 
doctrine of the goodness of God. The existence 
of disease, pain, and affliction must, to the' mere 
believer in natural religion, raise doubts about 
God's Providence; but let him become the sub-' 
jeat of them himself; let Christ be then preached 
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to him, and he vriW feel the truth of the Christiiih 
doctrine ; whenhisheart is softenedand humbled 
by affliction, when the sophistries and deceits of 
a vain and falsely named philosophy afford^bim 
no consolation, — no support; — when he ifedS 
that earthly happiness, howcTer pnre^ = that 
earthly affections, however tender, mnst be re- 
signed with a bitterness of anguish propOrtitWied 
to the intensity of their past enjoyment J ■})« 
will be led to look for happiness in heaven, odd 
to set his affections on heavenly objects. When 
he finds, in the hour of disease and threatening 
death, his sins, which his reason tells him to be 
offensive to God, but for which his reascm points 
out no remedy, — no remission, — arrayed against 
him like fiends in wait for his soul, with what 
joy, with what gratitude must he receive the 
glorious tidings that the Son of God has come to 
seek and save the losti with what unbounded 
thankfulness and earnest sincerity must he'enH> 
brace the conditions of life, " repent and be- 
lieve the Gospel!" • How will he bless the af- 
fliction that shewed him the things belonging to 
his peace; that taught him his real hopes, his 
real fears, his real duties; that, in shewing him 



■ 



the vanity of this worlds ^ojments, sheired 
him also the shortness of its calamities, and di- 
rected him to present tranquillity and ftiture 
glory ! How wiU his heart join the grateful 
Psalmist in his acknowledgment : ^ Before 1 
was afEicted, 1 went astray ; but now have 1 
kept thy word."! : ■ 

This ia no imagin2u:y picture, brethren: thft 
text is no fanciful s^itiment expressed foe the 
mere purpose of producing an effect ; nor is it 
eren the true but untried record of profound 
though conjectural wisdom. It is the blessed 
lesson of a iaithful experience. The Psalm, it 
is true, does not bear the name of David ; but 
the absence of a title leads us to conjecture that 
be was the author ; and the only passages in it 
which glance at the writer's circumstances are 
such as entirely agree with David's situationkf 
Be this, however, as it may, the gentimeut, , U 
not the language of the text, is David's ; and, 
more especially, after the humiliation which we 
have lately considered. It could not have been 
so well used during his early persecution, for 
then he had not " gone astray" in any material 
degree t nor could it have been so applicable 
> renes xxiii. clxi. 
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is the tendency of sia which the Lektl ^i^amines ^ 
and although the natibii may be <^ved from the 
cdnsequeiices of the sinw^r's deeds^ ^ the^ mniier 
himself sh^ not. His c^ttiiti^ 'blood ^^liail be 
demanded at''hisr}uiad^'^'alth6ttgh>' ihe. a^rm of 
Providence arr6^edhi^i8iim4> ^9alik<i«(leath the 
weight of mercy despised^ ^t^efc^tigs^ j^^ 
^ftarning^disii^rded^'And k^gfr*ekt4fid^fl6Mrish<- 
irig natidn "rtidned so tktf^ indhtdutll^cft^tiess 
oan^ccmdnce.itf «atioiM9d'*^^ ^Brttislif sinWier 
will ihdeed Inctir aiii o^rwlvelMtng ft^^rtion of 
condemnation^ *' liet ixi not cOffikMiby ■- btit fifear^ 
not witH>Mp«A«tll^ii#te»ihdl|, bntti^iMM ditmm-^ 
spectiotr. : Let us use thegracic^^ and^gl^m 
opportunities of rellgioiid progre^ Whi^fiU^We en* 
joy: eridearouring,' by etery di^^os^Me'^iM^s, 
to extend the Ki^^^gdmnt of . Christ among our- 
sdtes; and iii^ the nations^ whick'now" ^i*t dark-> 
ness and the shadow o^ * d<^th ;^ to ' deSter un- 
impaired^ to the 'latest posterity th6 sacried' de^ 
posit of saving' ikith whidh God has - cctaimitted to 
out* trust, and be his ble^ed and ^ceessfdl'ln^ 
struinents'in' perpetuating tlie^ object dfliie Re- 
deemer's sacrifice t31 time shall be no inofie. 

^ Biit if the dverftow of littgodlittess shottld call 
the reluctant severity of God on our sinful nation, 
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let us not have our share in her guilt ; but, cling- 
ing to the Rock of ages, escape the fury of the 
storm, and receive an everlasting citizenship in 
Jerusalem which is above. 

To sum the whole argument ! as individual 
members of mankind, take heed to the warning 
of God by Moses : " Beware that thou forget not 
the Lord thy God, in not keeping his command- 
ments, and his judgments, and his statutes: iest, 
when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast 
built goodly houses and dwelled therein, and 
when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and 
thy silver and thy gold is multiplied; then thy 
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord 
thy God, and thou say in thine heart, ' My 
power and the might of my hand hath gotten 
me this wealth.' But thou shalt remember the 
Lord thy God, for it is He that giveth thee 
power to get wealth," ' And, as members of 
this favoured nation, I will address you by the 
affecting appeal of the same messenger of God. 
"And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God 
require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, 
to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to 
serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 
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with all thy soul, to \eep 4he cmnmaiidinents of 
the. Lord, and his statutes, which I command 
thee for thy good?"* This is all that Here* 
quires, but this |Ie j^p^^^^o^^: may we all 
fulfil the requirement through Jesus Christ our 
Lord* 
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the yanity of this world's enjoyments, shewed 
him also the shortness of its calamities, aiid di- 
rected him to present tranquillity and future 
glory I How will bis heart join the grateful 
Psalmist in his acknowledgment: " Before 1 
was afflicted, I went astray : but now have I 
kept thy word."! 

This is no imaginary picture, brethren : ^a 
text is no fanciful sentiment expressed for the 
mere purpose of producing an effect ; nor is it 
even the true but untried record of profound 
though conjectural wisdom. It is the blessed 
lesson of a faithful experience. The Fsalm, it 
is true, does not bear the name of David ; but 
the absence of a title leads us to conjecture that 
be was the author ; and the only passages in it 
which glance at the writer's circumstances are 
such as entirely agree with David^s aituation*-? 
Be this, however, as it may, the sentiment, , ii 
not the language of the text, is David's ; and« 
more especially, after the humiliation which we 
have lately considered. It could not have been 
60 well used during his early persecution, fiw 
then he had not *' gone astray" in any material 
degree; nor could it have been so a] 
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the Bible, as we believe the truth of our own 
Raticmal history, and, in our conduct^ at least, 
appear insensible that tlw doctrines of oor ro- 
demption and saAf ation^^ror ^ aill)m(»re necessary 
to be borne in mind in our relations with the 
wwld, ihaA the> history* af 9W mAi q^titutiont 
This kind of belief is little better than mere in- 
fidelity. It is " with the, hfiart,^^ we learn frcmi 
God's Apostle, ^' man beliereth unto righteous- 
ness :'' ^ it is not ia mefo 0olji<ltfetfss knowledge 
^tih^ ip€stimaWe.^lo¥^,4^f Gfwll#r ^s^ 
the redemption of the world by our JUorc^^^f ^ip^ 
Christ,- — a belief that the means of grace and the 

si^#itb iiKt0.,isig]^tetw«afs««i<PF. iM^%siHmk»'J^ 

n(^F^o£^iid» winch iwliaei ;o|w bezwtsiinslfsi^^in 

afltioB ofi'oqr liy«% :t^tiiMeff'm;(N»{nJAi4<mc^ 
tlift.. frame.. 1^ mini, iw? »biiU) :ber/bQliiST»fs Mk 

^4«fH¥S lKMveiiCff<{)0WWfql9i]i«H]rh«iiitMPtfo4«»^ 
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hk His hand you must fiiGially be safe: that^ U urt« 
ing in the defence of the HJighest^ you shaU abide 
undw the shadow oi the Ahnighty. You huve 
been educated in. the bitb and fear of God : yet 
Mine of you can |irobaUy bear, witness to your* 
s^yes^ that, bel^re you were afflicted, you never 
£dithat deep sen^e of your <MNrn esnfukiess, which 
leads to desertion of sin and humitiiy before God ; 
those serioiA thoughts of futurity, whidi dbew^ us 
^hat preparation £Mr it is the one thing needful 
hetej that k^Te and gratitude to your Saviour 
whidi kad to fiilfiilitig bH his ownn^odments 
oheerfony, ^ratefutty and humUy; jj^enoeand 
leagnadon to Gixl are Christian graoes whieh can 
einly be shewn in the time of affliction t of these, 
therefore^ you could hare made no pieriiiis trial. 
¥oa feel now the timth of the Apostle^s obsen- 
TBftiDn, ^^ no chastefiiag for the {ures^ut seemeth 
toliejoycms, but grievous: nererthdess, afleiv 
ward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteonsf* 
oess nnto them which are exercised the^y^^''* 
.^•^ Awe there, however, any amoqg those wIm> 
naiw hear me^ who seek in their afflic^ioa^* Hkt 
pnUiok warship of Qod and the ^^asolatiDw i^ 
Ids word, but who yet, in the rardess timei.of 
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fo him, and he mlljeei the truth of the CSlristiaii 
doctrine; whenhisheart is softened and humblttd 
by affliction, when the sophistries and deceitsof 
a vain and falsely named philosophy afford Wm 
no consolation, — no support; — -when he feels 
that earthly happiness, however pure^ ' that 
earthly affections, however tender, must be re- 
signed with a bitterness of anguish proportioned 
to the intensity of their past enjoyment ; he 
will be led to look for happiness in hearen, and 
to set his affections on heavenly objects. When 
he finds, in the hour of disease and threatening 
death, his sins, which his reason tells him (o be 
offensive to God, but for which bis reason poi&ts 
out no remedy, — no remission,— arrayed agHinst 
him like liends in wait for his soul, with what 
joy, with what gratitude must he receive the 
glorious tidings that the Son of God has oome to 
seek and save the lost! with what unbounded 
thankfulness and earnest sincerity must he ' enn- 
brace the conditions of life, '' repent and be- 
lieve the Gospel I" ■ How will he bless the af- 
fliction that shewed him the things belonging(t» 
his peace; that taught him his real hopes, lus 
real fears, his real duties; that, in shewing him 
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the vanity of this world's enjoyments, shewed 
him also the shortness of its calamities, and di- 
rected him to present tranquillity and future 
glory I How will his heart join the grateful 
I^lmist in his acknowledgment: "Before I 
was afflicted, 1 went astray: but now have I 
kept thy word."I 

' This is no imaginary picture, brethren : the 
text is no fanciful sentiment expressed for the 
mere purpose of producing an effect; nor is it 
even the true but untried record of profound 
though conjectural wisdom. It is the blessed 
lesson of a faithful experience. The Psalm, it 
is true, does not bear the name of David; but 
the absence of a title leads us to conjecture that 
he was the author ; and the only passages in it 
which glance at the writer's circumstances are 
such as entirdy agree with David's situation** 
Be this, however, as it may, the sentiment, if 
not the language of the text, is David's ; and, 
more especially, after the humiliation which we 
hare lately considered. It could not have been 
so well used during his early persecution. Cm 
then he had not " gone astray" in any material 
d^ree; nor could it have been so applicable 
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is the tendency of sin which the L^ind ^amines ^ 
and although the nation^ may be^ Sttved from the 
odnaequeiibes of the sinMfer's deeds^ - the mntier 
himself shaU nof. His c^uiiti^ bkKid ;^ie£ be 
demanded at -'hisH-hMd/f 'although the arm of 
Providenoe arrested his kimy> ^ Sank 4ie<ieBth the 
weight of mercy despised^- bletei^gs jrej^ 
warnings idisii^rded^' And a gitktiitid^flotfrish* 
hig nation "mined so ferais indiTtdutd Wic&^liess 
oan'cohdiiceJlO'A^tioi^'yitikiv^^^ -Biftid^ sintoer 
will itideed inctijr aii olfterwlvsliising -fAt^rtion of 
condemnatioir^ * JLiet m not eotfdfttbntiy btit 4i^ar^ 
not with>Mip»stll^ii{^teri«t{, bntt^imk eirc«im« 
spectioir. : Let us ttse liiegracioiK^^and^glorio^^ 
opportunities of religttwis prdgre^ ^^hi^hf^we en« 
joy.: eridearoinring, by etery dii^^Aifile''AfMEfes, 
to extend the l^ii^dmnf-of. Chrii9l among our- 
sdtes; and' iii : the natioins' whiish'^notr sh in dicrk^ 
ness and the shadovr of -disathVto deStet un- 
impairJedj to the ' latest posterity tiie sacred • de- 
posit of sai^ng'ftLithtt'hidh (krdhite c6mniitted to 
obfi trust, and be his ble^ed and successftd in«i 
struinents'in' perpetuating tlie^dbjeic^ti of llie Re- 
deemer^s aeicryfice t31 time shall be lio aaoite. ^■ 

' Btit if the dverflow of uilgodliMess shoidd call 
the reluctant severity of €rod'6n our sinful nation, 




let us not have oiir share in her guilt; but, cHiig- 
ing to the Rock of ages, escape the fury of the 
storm, and receive an everlasting citizenship in 
Jerusalem winch is above. 

To sura the whole argument t as individual 
members of mankind, take heed to the warning 
of God by Moses; " Beware that thou forget not 
the Lord thy God, in not keeping his command- 
ments, and his judgments, and his statutes: lest, 
when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast 
built goodly houses and dwelled therein, and 
when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and 
thy silver and thy gold is multiplied; then thy 
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord 
thy God, and thou say in thine heart, ' My 
power and the might of my hand hath gotten 
me this wealth.' But thou shalt remember the 
Lord thy God, for it is He that giveth thee 
power to get wealth." ' And, as members of 
this favoured nation, I will address you by the 
affecting appeal of the same messenger of God. 
"And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God 
require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, 
to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to 
serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 
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is the tendency of sin/which the L^ind Aicamines \ 
and although the nation may be^^ved from the 
cdiisequehbes of the sinwfer's deeds^ the sinner 
himself shcdl not. His c^uiiti^s blood shail l)e 
demanded at' hisvhttid^^ although the arm of 
Providenoe arrested his aim; ' • Sank fieneath the 
weight of mercy despised^ Meteings .rejected, 
warnings disii^rded^' and a gitktiand^flciimsh^- 
irig nation mined so i&rais indindual Wickedness 
can'condnce Jia'Aationjpd'yaiiiy fiKe Bk4tJshf sihtaer 
will indeed inoiAr an oi^rwhelttring fwtjfportion of 
condemnation. * JLiet ii^ not coiftkHtmy btit fear^ 
not with'^piAstitioiirtett^ bnttc^idtt* circnm* 
spection. : Let -us use liie gracic^ ^ and ^glo^ 
opportunities of religioiis progre^ j^hi^h^e en- 
joy: eridearotfring, by erery di$]^dsAi9le''iAfi^atas, 
to extend the i^ii^g^dhnct of. Christ among oiiN 
seltes, and in ' the nations^ which' now sit itt dark- 
ness and the shadow of -'d^th;'^ to delirer un- 
impairJsd to the latest posterity ttie sacred de- 
posit of sai>ing'&ith which God has committed to 
oikt trust, and be his ble^ed and ^liccessfiil in^ 
struments in* perpetuating the^dbjecH of the Re- 
deemer'i^ sacryfice t31 time shall be lio mrnis. 

' But if the dverflow of uilgodlittess sfaotdd call 
the reluctant severity of God on our sinful nation, 
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the vanity of this world's enjoyments, shewed 
him abo the shortness of its calamities, and di- 
rected him to present tranquillity and future 
glory I How will his heart join the grateful 
Psalmist in his acknowledgment : " Before I 
was afflicted, 1 went astray : but now have I 
kept thy word."I 

This is no imaginary picture, brethren : the 
text is no fanciful sentiment expressed for the 
mere purpose of producing an effect ; nor is it 
even the true but untried record of profound 
though conjectural wisdom. It is the blessed 
lesson of a faithful experience. The Psalm, it 
is true, does not bear the name of David ; but 
the absence of a title leads us to conjecture that 
he was the author ; and the only passages in it 
which glance at the writer's circumstances are 
such as entirely agree with David's situation^ '^ 
Be this, however, as it may, the sentiment, if 
not the language of the text, is David's ; and, 
more especially, after the humiliation which we 
have lately considered. It could not have been 
so well used during his early persecution, for 
then he had not '' gone astray" in any material 
degree; nor could it have been so applicable 
' Teraes ixiii. olxi. 
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with all thy soul, to leep the commaiidments of 
the. Lord) and his statutes, which I command 
thee for thy good?^^^ This is ail that He re* 
quires, but this He jjio^ /^^oij^^ may we all 
fulfil the requirement through Jesus Christ our 
Lord* 
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if your hfart retajn its hardness toirards 
if you repine at His judgmeots and sink beneath 
oalamitioB in which He^ if He were humbly and 
penitently called cn^ wjMild support you, there 
remain.no othermeans of bringing you to re- 
lij^on and to heaven, and you must be left to your 
mis^y and despair. May God forbid that any 
such should be in this congr^ation! But if 
there be, the iddatrous and wicked priqce of 
Judah, who rep^ited at the yisitation of the 
Lord, shall arise in judgment against the deli- 
berate sinner, whom neither the affectionate 
and tender ejcpostulations, nor the parental chas- 
tisement of his heavenly Father, could reclaim 
to godliness and redemption. 

^ Despise not'^ then ^^ the chastening of the 
iiwd;^* but learn that the calamities which 
we experience and survey are sent by the mercy 
of GU>d to prevent far greater miseries which the 
anfnlness of man had brought up<m his species. 
And although a£GUction, for its own sake, is not 
to be desired, yet, when it teaches us, as it al- 
ways vnll, where it is properly received, to keep 
the word of God, we have abundant reason to 
be thankful, and to acknowledge that it is good 

« HetNT, XU. ▼• Prov- III. xii. 
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the Bible, as we believe the truth of our own 
Hfttional history, and^ in our conduct^ ht least, 
appear insensible that tfae^ doctrines of tnir re« 
demption and salvatkuwor «! aj^mwe necessary 
to be borne in mind in our relaticms with the 
world, than thox Jbistory • iof 9uc cwM^ owstitution* 
This kind of belief is little better than Biere in- 
fidelity. It is " with thp. hfiart,^^ we learn from 
God's Apostle, '^ man beliereth unto rightecHis- 
ness:'' ^ it is nol^ Qie|0 6ol^<)tf^less knowledge 
<rf tjjif? ip£stimaUe.^lo¥«^,4)f Gqpfilt^r 1^^ 
the redemption of the world by (mc JLor^iiKapg 
Christ,- — a belief that the means of grace an<} the 

si^#ii<b iwi^<iagl^tw»6afs«»iipr. ji^^tj«i«:A« 

ni^-^oC^fKii which otetkoei ^opw )i£^rtst^i9£lig^ 

edl^iaiu^ 4fiH^«ta4iyrtibaflilfc^V wM^ 9b«ii»f lioiilh; 
Ipjffpraffi^ not/ (u% i!idthioiC;%6,> 1l«t( !>( 6f«9iQb 



gree useful to us, which convinces the head, as 
long as we remained uneoaTinced in heart; as 
long as we can allow ourselTCs to contemplate as 
a real and undoabted truth that " He who is 
"overall, God Uessed for ever,"" took upon 
him the likeness and infirmities of man, antl 
was content to suffer death, that we might never 
die, and yet feel unaffected by an event whose 
mysterious sublimity it would be presumption to 
attempt to describe in himian language; inseo- 
sible of God's infiaite love and goodness ; uu- 
grateful for his mercy; disobedient to his com- 
mands, and negligent of '^ so great salvation." '' 
It is the glory of Religion that it has evidences 
which appeal to the heart as well as to the mind; 
which bear, tt^ether with the most irresistible 
conviction of the reason, a no less irresistible 
eng^iement of tiie affections : and it is not less re- 
markable that the^e evidences are the same facts 
which in natural religion are difficulties in the 
dactrine of the goodness vf God. The existence 
of disease, pain, and affliction most, to the mere 
believer in natural religion, raise doubts aboat 
God's Providence; but let hin become tliesub*' 
jeet of them himself; let Christ be then preached 
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to him, and he will/*?*?/ the truth of the ChHsthih 
doctrine ; when his heart k softened and humbled 
by affliction, when the Eophistries and deceitSflf 
a Tain and falsely named philosophy afford 'hiia 
no consolation, — no support; — when he feels 
that earthly happiness, howcTer pure» ■ that 
earthly affections, however tender, must be re- 
signed with a bitterness of anguish proportioned 
to the intensity of their past enjoyment 5 fee 
will be led to look for happiness in heaven, and 
to set his affections on heavenly objects. When 
he finds, in the hour of disease and threateninf 
death, his sins, which his reason tells him to be 
offensive to God, but for which his reascm points 
out no remedy ,~-no remission, — arrayed agaiast 
him like fiends in wait for his soul, with what 
joy, with what gratitude must he receive the 
glorious tidings that the Son <Mf God has come to 
seek and save the lost I with what unbounded 
thankfulness and earnest sincerity must he' em^ 
brace the conditions of life, '' repent and be- 
lieve the Gospel I" • How will he bless the &f^ 
fliction that shewed him the things belonglngito 
his peace; that taught him his real hopes, biff 
real fears, his real duties; that, in shewing him 
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the vanity of this world's enjoyments, shewed 
him also the shortness of its calamities, and di- 
rected him to present tranquillity and future 
glory! How will, his heart join the grateful 
Psalmist in his acknowledgment : " Before I 
was afflicted, I went astray ; but now have 1 
kept thy word."I 

This is no imaginary picture, brethren ! the 
text is no fanciful sentiment expressed for the 
mere purpose of producing an eiTect ; nor is it 
even the true but untried record of profound 
though conjectural wisdom. It is the blessed 
lesson of a faithful experience. The Psalm, it 
is true, does not bear the name of David; but 
the absence of a title leads us to conjecture that 
he was the author ; and the only passages in it 
which glance at the writer's circumstances are 
such as entirely agree with David's situation** 
Be this, however, as it may, the sentiment, . if 
not the language of the text, is David's ; and, 
more especially, after the humiliation which we 
hare lately considered. It could not have been 
so well used during his early persecution, Sot 
then he had not ^' gone astray" in any material 
degree; nor could it have been so applicable 
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is the tendency of sin which the L^ind ^^itamines \ 
and although the nation may be Sftved from the 
cdiisequeiibes of the siMier's deeds^ ^ theisintier 
himself shcdl not. His c^uiiti^s blMd shall be 
demanded at his' hMdy'^ although 'the arm of 
Providenoe arrested his aim;' ^ Sank 4^eatli the 
weight of mercy despised^- ble^ifigs '.rejected, 
warnings disi^garded^' and a gr^tiiAd^fl6mish«- 
nig nation "nidned so hrta indmduMl'Widt^adtiess 
can'cobdncC Jtf «alsOn|ll'yidki, <lKt; iBii^dsAif sinVier 
will ihde«d moiie an oifiefwki^Mfng -fAty^ition of 
condemnafMUf ■ liet u$ ndt cotfd^iiby btit fi^sr^ 
not with^ftipttstfl^iiffteirhM!, batlr^^dttt dlt»in- 
spection. : Let us use 1iiegraei<yiR^' and^glbm^^ 
opportunities of religidis progre^ j^hi^hf^We en- 
joy.: eridearotfring, by etery dii^(»Al!ie''ftfttttas, 
to extend the l^i^dgtkM of . Christ among our- 
seltes, and ih^the natiohs^ whieh'^now sH i<r dark- 
ness and the ishaijow of ' "death ;" to defter un- 
impairJsd^to the - latest posterity ttie sacred - de« 
posit of saving' faith whidii (k^bas (ktaimittedto 
out* trust, and be his ble^ed and siiccessfill'^iiH 
struinents in^ perpetuating tlie- dbjeeti of tlie Re- 
deemer's sacrifice t31 time shall be lio mMie. ' 

But if the dverflow of uitgodliness shoiild call 
the reluctant severity of God on our sinful nation, 



let us not have our share in her guilt; hi»t, Clibg« 
ing to the Rock of ages, escape the fury of the 
storm, and receive an everlasting citizenship in 
Jerusalem which is above. 

To sum the whole argument ; as individual 
members of mankind, take heed to the warning 
of God by Moses: " Beware that thou forget not 
the Lord thy God, in not keeping his command- 
ments, and hiii judgments, and his statutes: lest, 
when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast 
built goodly houses and dwelled therein, and 
when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and 
thy silver and thy gold is multiplied ; then thy 
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord 
thy God, and thou say in thine heart, ' My 
power and the might of my hand hath gotten 
me this wealth.' But thou shalt remember the 
Lord thy God, for it is He that giveth thee 
power to get wealth."' And, as members of 
this favoured nation, I will address you by the 
affecting appeal of the same messenger of God. 
"And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God 
require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, 
to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to 
serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 
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Tlie evidenoe of tjrpes, at all times woockflrltd 
and conyinciiig) had its peeidiar advantages 
with the Jews. All eastern natioiis are partial 
to sign and all^orj ; the Jewish history,- in 
pardcnlar^ is full itf- instances t>f ^ift kind«r~It 
was not intnented by God, bnt adopted, in ^oa* 
descension to the habits of his chos^i .peapk* 
He made the ceremcmies p( their law, the ac- 
tions of 4heir. prophets and teachers, and eswB 
the eyents. of their history, typtoal^ < . A}l^had 
ref9r^ce to the same-greptt CSui^saetef wliom, m 
the fulness of time, G^d .wa^ to: send f<^lu . liiis 
Person .was jwxbro^KUy tb»^4ubjo«t;1lf jj^flbeey^ 
but he mH the objioet of type ) thOf Jeiva had 
their own &;roitfite and national eridi^icetu 
support of his pretestfHOns* It isan ende^ee, 
ho:weTer, conyincing ift fftety. age jwd potBfffpcfi 
A foretold and minute r^»nblan00rbet:Yl^n 
characters aind tranm^ons separate!^ fiymi / each 
other ; by the interval -, of a thousand yepu^ is 
too stdking ant a^ument of the hand fqfjGoM' jto 

be contPQ^terted or explained away# ; M v; i 
The stt^engtb which accrues to the ChriflaaB 
evidence from the types of Scripturfe has. been 
gK^eatly orerlffok^d tmd dispatngedi Jnr ooqb^ 
quence of the injudicious^ and absprA sUfttipte 



which hare been made by some visionaries to 
allegorize the Bible. The extravagancies of 
these persons, have excited merited ridicule; 
and the consequence has been, that the real 
and intended resemblances and correspondences 
have been disregarded. The line, however, is 
easily drawn. Where Scripture has declared 
the type, and there only, is the type to be ad- 
mitted.' To carry with it the weight of pro- 
phetick evidence, the type must be declared to 
be such before the antitype appears. The only 
exception to this rule appears to be the Mosaick 
ritual, which is positively asserted in the New 
Testament to be typical of Christ and his dis- 
pensation ; which bears upon its whole surface 
the stamp of this design ; and which is totally 
, inexplicable on any other view. But, however 
reprehensible may be unwarranted allegory, not 
less so is wilful disregard of those resemblances 
which have been positively asserted in Revela- 
lation. When Moses bids the children of Israel 
hearken to a prophet like unto himself, he 
distinctly indicates that himself was- a type of 
diat Prophet : that the Prophet whose mission 
he foretold, and to whom he enjoined obedience, 
would so strikingly resemble himself as, by thit 
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resemblance, instantly to identify his cimracterr 
He nuH-eorer indicated that this similarity wonld 
not be within the power of any other to attain — 
otherwise, the character naight have been as- 
sumed, and all certainty on the subject de- 
stroyed. The typical character of Moses is not 
our immediate subject, but we may remark 
concerning it some particulars which illustrate 
the matter directly befwe us. His antitype 
was to be '^ a Prophet ;'' which implies both a 
teacher and a foreteller of future events. But 
this would not be sufficient. Isradi presented ar 
succession of many such ; yet they were never 
mistaken for Him predicted by Moses, as they 
were deficient in some of the most essentisd ar-^ 
tides of resemblance. It might be fairly ex- 
pected that those points which were most pro--^ 
minent in the character of Moses would be 
equally prominent in the character foretold. — 
Now, Moses was conspicuous as the fenncter of 
d. religious dispensation ; as favoured with su- 
pernatural or immediate communicatioas* w^ 
Crod ; and as performing the most signsA nitrap* 
des. — In all these things Qirist resembled him f 
aud no other Prophet did so resraible bim. No 
•ther Prophet whateimr foundedr a reli^^kHis 



dispensation ; nor did eren Elijah and Elisha^ 
vrb^ united divine communication with miracu^ 
lou9 agency, approach Christ in the clearness and 
frequency of his reyelations, or the number and 
splendour of his miracles. The prefiguration, 
therefore, intended by Moses, is certain, and 
ought on no account to be disregarded. It was 
through neglect of this as well as numerous 
other warnings of Scripture, that the Jews fell 
into sin, and rendered themselves amenable to 
the terriUe denunciation of their God,-*-'^ who* 
seerer will not hearken unto my words which 
he sh^l speak in my name, I will require it of 
him.''* For this they were reproved by St. 
Peter ^ and St. Stephen ; ^ while the destruction 
of their city and government immediately fol- 
lowing, asserted the truth of the Mosaick pro- 
phecy, and identified our Lord with the anti- 
type of Moses. 

We might trace the force of the same argu- 
ment in Elijah and John the Baptist; but 
enough has been said in illustration of the prin*- 
ciple of historical types ; which seems to imply 
three conditions ; I. that the rcsemblanca be 
di^inctly foretold, whether directly or indirect^ 

* Dent. XVni. xix. ^ AcU III. xx*i. • 1 Wd. luxTil. i ^ 
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\j ; IL that thig resemblance be in those pcunti 
which are most oonspicoous in the ^pe ; and 
IIL that it be such as can only be attained by 
the real antitype. With the application of that 
principle we are now concerned only as regards 
ihe instance of Darid. 

That the Old Testament sets forth David as 
a type of the Messiah, is a fact on whidi there 
can remain no doubt, eren among those who 
will not allow the pretensions of the only ^Person 
who ever lay probable claim to that august of- 
fice. The Jews, undoubtedly, were of this 
opinion; and there can be no more than one 
other ; namely, that the Prophets really did 
fofetel a proper resurrection of David, and an 
actual restoration of his earthly kingdom : j&xr, 
such being the literal bearing of their language, 
every other interpretation must be figurative^ 
and refer to some, eminent Person resembiing 
David, in those points in which he was hin^elf 
remarkable. But the literal interpretation was 
not adopted by the Jews, and it is negatived by 
the system of their religion and the character of 
their prophecy. The text is x>ne of the nume- 
rous passages which foretel the Messiah under 
the name of David ; the following are some 



others. "They shall serve the Lord their God, 
and David their king, whom I wiH raise up unto 
them."' " I will set up one shepherd over 
them, and he shall feed them, even my servant 
David ; he shall feed them, and he shall he 
their shepherd. I the Lord will be their God, 
and my servant David a prince among them." ** 
** Afterward shall the children of Israel return 
and seek the Lord their God, and David their 
king." " Beside these testimonies, the Prophets 
represent the Messiah as the descendent of 
David. " There shall be a root of Jesse," says 
Isaiah, *' and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots ;" ^ and the Scribes, when questioned by 
our Lord, "What think ye of Christ? whose son 
is He?"" did not hesitate to reply: "the son 
of David ?" This article of prophecy our Lord 
fulfilled as accurately as the rest ; but it is in 
his character chiefly that the type regards him. 
We have therefore in David the first charac- 
ter of an historical type, — the distinct predic- 
tion. If we were asked to give the leading points 
in the biography of David, we should instantly 
say, his humble origin and his great exalta- 

* Jer. XXX. ix. '^ Ezek. XXXIV. xxiii. »iv. ' Hut. III. t. 

' Is. XI. s. ' Maiih. XXII. xlii. 
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tion — jbti$ pastoral and bis kingly character — his 
sorrows and porsecutiona-^his triumph and pros-^ 
perity-r-rSo prominent are th^o incidents, that 
it seems difficult to imagine how this question 
con be answered otherwise* To these the text^ 
w well as the other passages . quoted above^ 
strongly alludes, in the points of David's character 
which it e^ecially notice, , His history points 
directly to ati . Indiyidual, remarkable for lowli- 
nesS) succeeded by preeminent exaltatioA — and^ 
we may say also. One. who was to pass from the 
mild ai;id simple character of a shepherd, to the 
aw.fiUue$a of royal majesty. He prefigures "a 
Man of i^rrows and acquainted with grief;'' ^ and 
yel^ One of the increase of whose government and 
peace. there should be no end. It is Scarcely 
necessaiTy to $ay how minute was the resemblance 
in all the$e points, between David and his divitae 
Antitype, Without considering for the preseni 
wfko the Messiah was, and regarding Him only 
as a man, a greater state of humiliation it is not 
possible to conceive, nor yet a state of greater 
adversity. See Him £rst beholding the light of 
day in a manger—r carried, for the preswvatioa 
of life, to a distant country — living in a family 

* Is. UlL iii. *» Ibid. IX. vii. 



191 

poor among men^ until the day of his shewing 
unto Israel — ^then wandering, without a home 
where to lay His head^ — Hi» life continiially^ 
s0ught--rand at length, basely betrayed, by His 
own companion, guide and familiar friend, who 
to6k sweet counsd^ and walked to the house of 
God in company with Him. And riew Him 
too^ like Davidy keeping his Fathet^si sheep-^ 
seeking the lost sheep of the house of Israel •^— ^ 
ike good shepherd, •*— who "laid down his life 
£or the sheep)^^ as Danrid Woiild haire done agaiftst 
the^ fioa abd the bear. Then cont^mplatci 
his vast exaltatioii — ^the power of persetiuiiob 
aimihilated*~tbe pastoral exchsanged ibr idtei 
liingly ofl&ce— see him set " inv the heavenly: 
places, hr above att ptineipality,^ and powery 
and might, and dominion, and eirery ixsakie tihat 
18 named, not only in Ihis worlds biit also in thatt 
which h to come'' ^-^contemplate this ^ene^. 
and acknowle^e that,! Wheil- the Propheid de^ 
cribed the eircumstamees of Messiah as* most 
eminently resembling tl^se for whiek Daridt 
was himself remarkable, — so elbse a similiarfty 
caidd not haye existed by mere acbident ov eb^^ 
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incideiioe — that Cod d^jrned and tbat God 
rerealed, and that Jesus was reallj that mystH 
cal Daiid whose Tast kingdom is setfbrth in aB 
the most brilliant imagery cf prophetic inq>i- 
ration. — Nor should it be omitted that Hand, 
being especially hcmoared with the tide cf the 
man after God^s own heart, was an apt amili« 
tnde of that beiored Son in whrnn the Father 
was wdl pleased. 

The resonblance therefore, subsisting be- 
tween our Lord and David possesses Ofur two 
first criteria for the detarmination of real histo- 
lical types. It was distiiictly foretold; and it 
took place in those points which were promi- 
nent in the character of David. We have now 
to inquire whether it also enjoys the last cha- 
racteristick — ^whether it was such as none but 
Christ could have attained. Now h^re it must 
be obvious that humiliation and exaltation 
like those of which Christ was the subject are 
equally unattainable by the sons of men. Read 
the Apostle's sublime description of both. 
^ Being in the form of God, he thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: but made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon liSm the 
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form of a serraAt, aod was made in the like* 
ness of men; and being found in fashion as 
a man. He humbled himself, even to the death 
upon the cross/' • Where shall we ever find 
humiliation like this? Viewed as a mere man, 
Hi0 degradations and sufferings would be un« 
paralleled ; but when we regard Him ^' in the 
form of God,*' and ''equal with God,'' they 
surpass our most vivid and refined conceptions* 
But for all this ''God hath greatly exalted Him, 
and hath given Him a name above every name ; 
tiiat at the name of Jesus every ^ knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth; and that every 
trtigue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father." ^ This is an eleva^- 
tion beyond the ambition of any creature; and, 
therefore, as no creature could have suffered 
the humiliation of Christ, so neither could 
any creature liave enjoyed his exaltation. 
No creature could have been so eminently a 
shepherd and a king; no creature could have 
been so^strlctly " a man after God's own heart." 
No creature, therefore, could have assumed that 

I 111 w - ~ — 

•Phil. 11. Ti. 96qq^ ^Ibid ix. seqq* 
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Mnilitude to Damd wbidi oiirl4iird actaaBy 
exhibited* 

But the tjpical efaaracter which Darid 9i»- 
tained was not milj intended to awake our ad- 
miration and to confirm oar fidth^ it was idso 
deagned^ like ererj other portion of rerriation, 
to direct and assist oar practice. Christ is then 
oar shepherd and oar King — ^He ^ knoweth his 
sheep^ * — ^He apholdeth all things by the wcMrd 
of his might. He combines, in an infinite de- 
gree, the attribates of beneficence and power. 
The Lord then being oar shepherd, we shall 
not want; He being oar King, — let us be glad 
thereof and rejoice in His might. The Chris- 
tiim need feel no discouragement in the conyio- 
tion of his weakness and corruption ; for a dis- 
trustful and abhorrent sense of these assures 
him. of the presence of an allknowing and allbe- 
neficent Guide and of the alliance of an almigh- 
ty Protector. But this reliance on the mercy of 
his Lord deprives not the disciple of his hatred of 
sin — on the contrary, he argues, '^there is mercy 
with thee*-^TH£ftEFOBE shalt thou be fedrcd.'^^ 
Such mercy abused — such power defied — must 

• John. X. xiv, * Ps. CXXX* iv. (Prayerbook version.) 
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iead to the most fearful prospects ; and, while 
the Christian shrinks in dread from the conse- 
quences of impiety so hideous, he yet serenely 
reposes his. trust beneath the invincible arm of 
his Almighty Saviour, beneath the rod of hig 
shepherd, beneath the scepter of his King. 
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SERMON XIL 

TBS omtrwcTws op DAvnrf ceasl* 

ESmCATED. 



Psalm XXXIL r. 

I 9duiom\edged my tio aoto thee, and miae BugoHf 
bnre 1 Ml 



W HBif I fin;t entered on the series of dfe- 
courses which I this day intend to conclnde, I 
|dedged myself to consider and explain certadB 
passages in the life of Dayid, from which objee- 
tkms have been drawn against the authority of 
Scripture. This has already been partly done, 
in the consideration of the transactions relating 
to Bathsheba and Uriah, and the numbering of 
the people: there are, however, some minor 
points, which may be conveniently enough as- 
sembled and discussed in a single discourse, 
and this it is my present intention to do. 
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I must here repeat an observation which I 
commended to your notice in my first address 
to you on this subject : that it is a very mis* 
taken yiew of the ease to expect to meet with 
a perfect character in David, because he is called 
in Scripture ^^ the man a£teT God's own heart*'' 
It is from this mistake that has arisen all the of- 
fence taken by some persons at the stains on 
David's character. It is only in a political light 
that David was so called : only in his capacity as a 
king, and as opposed to SauL As the publick 
minister of God, in maintaining his worship 
pure, and advancing the objects of the old dis* 
pensation on earth, the character of David was 
as unassailable as any human character can well 
be;: but when we come to look at his private 
conduct, we know that it was in many cases 
greatly blamable ; nor is this any argument 
against Scripture ; because the Scripture either 
expressly asserts that such conduct was highly 
displeasing to Grod, or simply records the &cts 
without one word of ccmiment. The truth and 
purity of the God whom the Bible reveals are 
sufficiently vindicated by the observation, that 
it never was intended to be ^d, t|iat David was 
itrictly a man after God's own heart, in any 
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other ^ense than as a king* We are not con- 
cerned to be his apologists further thaa this ; 
we may adopt his own admissicm in the text, 
acknowledge his sins, and nci hide his ini- 
quities* 

His resolution to extirpate Nabal and hi9 
household is not to be defended for an instant ; 
although there are few young and ardent spiritS| 
especially military men, reduced to desperatioi 
by the cruellest persecutions, and gos^ded. l;]Qr 
the most brutal insult where they bad a r^ht 
to demand aid and protection, who would hare 
acted otherwise. But it was the resolution of a 
moment; the sin of it was no sooner repre* 
sented to him, than he saw its enormity, a&4 iu- 
treated the forgiyeness of Crod ; and afterwards 
gave hearty thanksgivings thajt he had hee^ 
kept back from evil. Two misrejHresentations, 
however, have here been made; it has been 
stated that Nabal was under no obligation tp 
David; and that David intended to ckdm l^ 
arms that to which he had no right. But^ in- 
deed, Nabal was under the highest . o^gation^ 
to David. David had protected his property in 
a country physically favourable to the designs pf 
depredatois, and in a period of great P9)itiaEa 
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minmle. This protection^ certainly, did not 
giye Dayid what we should call a legal claim on 
anj part of Nabal^s property ; although, even 
in our own condition of society, Nabal would 
have been stigmatized as churlish and ungrate- 
ful. In the East, howerer, his conduct, even 
now, would be amsidered to amount to injus- 
tice. This, howerer, was not the motire of 
Dayid^s sanguinary yow. It was the insult 
which accmnpanied Nabal's refusal which was 
the sole ground of his revengeful resolution. 

His conduct at the court of Achish is, in some 
respects, inexcusable. Ney^rtheless, it is to be 
remembered that he was then in a situation of 
great delicacy. He had no other place of pro- 
tection than the court of the Philistine prince ; 
he had no other condition of safety than war t 
and if he had made r^ular warfare on the ene- 
mies of the Philistines, he must have turned his 
arms against his own country. In this case he 
preferred to make war on the ancient nations 
of Canaan, whose destruction had been com- 
manded by God. Thus far then he is not re- 
prehensible. His fault was his dissimulation 
toward the prince whose guest he was. He told 
hhn, he had made war on the south of Judah ; 
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alid this was litenlly true, becBnw tbe intioM 
which he had assailed lay in tbat diieeikMU But 
die kii^ understood him to mean that he hid 
actually tamed his arms against his own ootin- 
trymen : he knew that Achidi would so uikter*- 
stand him; and he intended that the prince 
should put this construction on his words, fie, 
therefore, incurred the guih of fidsehood as 
much as if he had told a direct untruth : and it 
would be well if those who censure Danrid in 
this respect would bear in mind that all preva- 
rication, equirocation, and every word or deed 
which tends to deceiye, is as really sinful in the 
nght of God as plain palpable falsehood. This 
conduct then is not to be excused ; and hes little 
are we to defend his subsequent dissimulations 
to Achisfa, when he re^^ted that he could not 
go to battle with him ; while there can be little 
doubt that Dayid, had his post been assigned in 
the Philistine army, would never have fought 
against the armies of Israel. Dayid was placed 
in circumstances of great difficulty, and, as 
Christians, we may regard his behaviomr mdi 
charity ; certainly not with approyal ; ainl 
much less as a palliation of like conduct in our- 
selyes. Exactly in the same light we twut 



consider his speech to Ahimelech, which was 
afterwards productive of such disastrous conse- 
quences : " the king hath commanded me a* 
business;"" the words, literally taken, were 
true; but Ahimelech understood by them some- 
thing quite different from what David intended, 
and this false interpretatioD David wished him to 
entertain. 

The dissimulation which he caused Hushai to 
employ in defending him against Absalom, is 
unjustiBable. But it is to be recollected that 
David was contending with a person who had 
already renounced the most sacred ties of na- 
ture, and the most important obligations of so- 
piety. 

David is certainly reprehensible for treating 
with Abner for the surrender of Ishbosheth. It 
would assuredly have been honourable to have 
rejected his overtures. But much mistake pre- 
vails on this subject. It has been stated, without 
any authority from Scripture, that David, after 
the death of Saul, procured the kingdom by 
bribery. On the contrary, the Scripture says, 
that he inquired of the Lord, what he should 
do, and he was counselled to go up to Hebron, 
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whither the men of Judah came, and anointed 
him king. And it has been said, with eqm^ 
felsehood, that Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, was 
the lawful king of Israel, and that, therefore, 
David ought not to haye maintained war with 
him. The kingdom of Israel was not essentially 
hereditary. Dayid had himself been anointed 
king by the Prophet of God, and that decision 
had now been confirmed by the voice of the 
people. Dayid was, therefore, undoubtedly- the 
lawful king, and Ishbosheth was Baerdy set up 
by the influence of Abner, who ruined him as 
soon as his own pride was offended. Jt has 
been- objected that David, in calling Ishbosheth 
*^ a righteous person,'' * allowed the validity of 
his title. The exfHnession, however, rather seems 
to mean ^^ an innocent person,^' a man undes^r* 
ving so cruel a fate. Ishbosheth appears to have 
been an imbecile character, and, as such, was 
a ccmvenient instrument of Abner's ambition. 

In the rebellion of Absalom, Ziba, the servant 
of Mephibosheth, the son of David's friend Jona^ 
than, slandered hi3 master to David, by stating 
that he was in the interest of the rebels, aiid 
^ras waiting at Jerusalem to see what the effecte 
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of a revfdution might be, as regarded himself. 
Mephibosheth had experienced the greatest 
kindness at David^s hands, and the king was so 
struck with his supposed ingratitude, contrasted 
with the loyalty of the servant, that he ordered 
all his possessions to be transferred to Ziba. On 
his return, he discorered the report of the ser- 
vant to be a foul calumny : b^t, instead of 
restoring all the property to Mephibosheth, and 
making him am^ids for his undeserved punish- 
ment, he allowed the danderous servant to re- 
tain one half. This appears to be an act of 
gross injustice; and, doubtless, would be so, if 
these were all the particulars of the transaction: 
but, as David had no interest to i^rve, and no 
passion to gratify in this distribution, it is pro- 
bable that there were circumstances connected 
with it which the sacred writers have not re- 
corded. 

David has been also charged with aggressive 
wars, and an undue love of dominion. On this 
subject I will borrow the acute and just obser- 
vation of a writer who is not considered one of 
the best friends of Christianity. '' I observe that 
the Scripture acquaints us that David consulted 
and followed the orders of God, when aggressors 

D d 2 
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were to be rqwlsed; but tbat he did oot coi 
C^ when he bad a Dund to min Nabal, 
whm he went to extermioaie the _ 
cf Adn^ and made him bdiere that he ra- 
vaged the domiiiioDS of SaoL It is a s^n (oon- 
dodes this writer) God did not ^frore suA 
actiMis.^* The obsenratHMi, if porsned, will be 
fixmd to be true; and die omdnsion is nnde- 
niafaley and ferfecQj distinguishes the moral 



wiD of God, as laid down in Sctiptmie, from the 
particular actkms of Darid* 

Thus tar then, we hare seen that David was 
£ur from a perfect character; but yet that he had 
a very clear knowledge and oonoeption of his situ- 
ation and religions duties, is certain. He sufiered 
his own eril passions to pretail, in many instan- 
ces, oxer his convictions : and, had it not been 
for the strength of these omvictions, his impulses 
must have ruined him. But his sins were rarely 
acts of deliberation, and he was readily brought 
to confession and repentance. By these means 
he averted the wrath of God, which mi^t other- 
wise have fallen heavily where so much had 
been given. But a survey of tl^ life of David, 
imperfect even as that which we have taken, 

• Bay le'f Dictionary 9 original Ariicle David. Note 62 on remark (1). 
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is suffident to s^w that in the life of any man, 
whose history is so full of action as Dayid% 
there must be many indefensible circumstances: 
and that, in this ease, the good vastly predo* 
noinated, is what neither has been, nor can be 
denied. 

' Some crimes, however, have been laid to the 
charge of David, of which he was never guilty. 
Our version . of the Bible reaxls, ^^ he brought 
forth the people that were therein, (namely, in 
Rabbah, the metropolis of the Ammonities) 
and put them under saws, and under harrows of 
iron, and under axes of iron, and made them 
pass through the brickkiln.'^ ^ But the word here 
translated undevy rarely has that meaning. Its 
common significations are en, m/o, and among i 
and it is sometimes rendered by /o.^ All, there- 

^ II Sam. XII. xxxi. 
^ This word, or rgither prefix, is ;2* It is in several places 
rendered in the English by to or nnio^ as in Judges VI. xxxv. 

** And he sent messeogers unio Asher, and utUo Zebulun, and 
urUo Naphtali. 

And in Hosea XII. yi. yvD Vn*?»l n/lHI 
*^ Therefore, turn thou to thy God." 

TheLXX. version is very literal, *' t^wuv Iv t^ n^Un," be put 
them in the saw In is/ indeed the first meaning of X 
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fore, that Dayid did, was to subject his enemies 
to menial employments. It is indeed said in the 
corresponding passage in the Chronicles, ^ ^he 
cut them with saws and axes;'' but some of the 
oldest manuscripts of the Hebrew Bible read ^ he 
put them to saws and axes.'' And it is remark- 
able that the alteration of a single letter in the 
original, as in the English, makes all this diffe- 
rence. ^ But a valuable ancient version ^ reads : 
^^ He put them into iron chains and fetters.'' 
Indeed the instruments here mentioned cannot 
be very minutely defined. 

With respect to the death of Joab, which 
David on his deathbed commanded his son So* 
lomon to carry into execution, it was yery £u^ 
from a gratification of private malice; it wasis a 
judicial instruction, and founded on the best 

M Chron. XX. iu. 

^ The wordf are d;^ in Samuel, and *^ in the Chrooidea. 
The rest of the two texts is the same ; for 2, which is translated 
under in the first, is translated toiih in the second. Seven manu- 
scripts collated by Dr. Kennicol haye QtSf^in the Chronicles. 

^ The ancient Syriack ; of which the author can on^ judge by 
Castel's Latin translation. The sense of the Arabick is nearly the 
same. Neither version mentions the brickkiln: the former iieads 
<^ he made them pan through a measurement;" and the latter, 
*^ he made them pass before him, by a certain stated measure- 
ment.'^ The passage must be allowed obscure* 
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reasons. Joab had all along acted with the 
greatest insolence ; he had treacherously assas- 
sinated two of the brarest generals of the army; 
he had killed Absalom, contrary to his master's 
express orders; he had seized the command of 
the army, when formally remoTed from it'; and 
he had connected himself with the rebellion of 
Adonijah. His life was repeatedly forfeited to 
laws divine and human, but he had hitherto 
proved too strong for justice. In regard to 
Shimei, the objection against David's conduct 
appears to be founded in a mistranslation. In 
our Bible it stands: "Now, therefore, hold hiro 
not guiltless; (for thou art a wise man, and 
knowest what thou oughtest to do unto him:) 
hut his hoar head bring thou down to the grave 
with blood," ' But there is very little doubt 
that the negative in the former part of the sen- 
tence extends to the latter, and that the mean- 
ing of the passage is, "Now therefore, hold 
him not guiltless; (for thou art a wise man, and 
knowest what thou oughtest to do unto him) 
but his hoar head bring thou not down to the 
grave with blood.'' It is a most usual construc- 
tion, of which there are many examples, but 
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one will suffice here : in Psalm XXXVIIL i*^ 
we hare in otr translation, ^'O Lord, rebuke 
me not in thy wrath, neither chasten me in 
thy hot displeasure.'' The sense shews this 
is the meaning of the verse; but literally it 
would be, "and chasten me in thy hot dis- 
pleasure.'' The truth is, the negative bdoi^ 
to both m'embers of the sentence.' That we 
are justified in thus understanding the words 
eon^eariHi^ Shimei, appears from this ; that So- 
lomon did not order the execiition of Shimei^ 
bilt confined Um in his* house at Jerusalem, in 
order to having him under conftinual inspecti<m: 
he was forewarned that, if he passed the brook 
Ktdron, he would be executed ; he agreed him- 
self to tins arrang^nent, and if he had main* 
tained his part of of the agreement, it cannot be 
doubted that he would have descended to his 
^rave in peace, as far as Solomon was con- 
cerned. But be chose to violate his engagement, 
sanctioned as it had been with an oath, and go 
to a place belonging- to the natural enemies of 
his prince ; and therefore, and therefore only, 

* So Deut. XXXIII. vi. ** Let Reuben live and not die, and 
Ik [not] his men hb few." The word noi is added in the irate- 
lation. 
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was he put fo death. David'^ language only 
goes the length of charging his son to keep a 
watchful eye on Shimei ; so far from command- 
ing his death, he enjoins his preservation, in 
conformity with his own promise ; but this pro- 
mise was not, of course, prospective, nor could 
it be construed into a permission to violate every 
law of God and man. 

Here then closes the history of David, and 
with it shall close the imperfect practical sketch 
wnich I have attempted to draw. His virtues 
and his failures are alike recorded for our use. 
The first, to shew what we may attain to by the 
grace of God preventing and working with us ; 
and the second, to point out the dangers to 
which we are continually exposed from the ma- 
chinations of the evil spirit, and our own de- 
ceitful hearts. Tedious as the subject may have 
appeared to many, the fault is not in the sub- 
ject, but in the inadequate manner in which it 
has been laid before you. Many, very many, 
here, I am well aware, (and God forbid it should 
be otherwise) are perfectly familiar with the 
conclusions to be drawn from the > several inci- 
dents of David's life, and with the answers to 
be given to those who make use of this illus^ 

E • 



triotts diarocter, eitb^ as an extenuadoa of fii% 
^r an ailment against the Teradty of God % 
but I would beseech such to recollect that if 
there be one in this ooogregation who entx^« 
tained a doubt arising from this history >*-^if 
diere be one, who, if assailed by the unbelierer 
on this ground, could not have maintained his 
post; — if there be one whose fidth in his Re# 
deemer, whose hopes of a blessed hereafitec,^^ 
my more, his actual fruition of that herei^ter, 
could hare been endangered by an appeal firiMB 
infidelity to the history of Dayid-r*^ but «oae 
such person, through the instramentidity of 
what has been said, has been strengthened by 
God to resist and prevail ;*-^tbea do I feel no 
apology expedient^ mnch less neoessary.^ An 
immcotal spirit has been rescued from deaths 
and the ministration of the word has attained 
its object in adyancing the glory of God. Thfit 
such has been the cue, lean scarcely hope | 
hut I am bound to condqce to such a ceadt to 
the utmost of my power. As Christian^ tjuera^ 
fore, brethren, be not grieved to hear that, re* 
peated which you yoursehres know, when 0iera 
may be those present who know it not, and to 
whom the knowledge may he useful iii .Ae way 




of salvation. But remember that, even to your-* 
selves who know, there may be much in this 
very knowledge which must also be frequently 
reflected on, in order to produce a correspon- 
dent eSect on the mind and habits. Truth 
must not only be assented to, but received into 
the heart, as the image of God, and the lively 
spring of motive and action. Deem not then 
those considerations indifferent, which arise na^ 
turally and properly from the word of God, 
however unskilfully they may be stated, or 
however deficient in the recommendation of no- 
velty. Inquire not whether you have heard 
them before, but whether you have reflected on 
them before : whether you have applied them 
in practice to your own particular circumstances. 
If you have not, their mention is not obtrusive 
nor inexpedient; for the question in the day of 
judgment will not be, what were your opportu- 
nities of knowledge ? but, how have you em- 
ployed those opportunities? What use have you 
made of the light which you actually possessed? 
The examination of David's history has shown 
us the necessity of possessing both a close and 
an extended acquaintance with Scripture, in 
order thoroughly to understand any part of it 
B e 3 
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wdL Without a pardcular knowledge of anf- 
Seriptural subject, it is eyident that we cannot- 
fully understand all the bearings of that subject; 
without a genend knowledge of Scripture, we^ 
cannot see the relation which it bears to the 
whole. But let the two be united, — the general 
and the particular knowledge,— error is instantly 
put to flight, and we trace clearly the proper^ 
tion which the subject holds in die scheme of 
the Gkispel. No man, therefore, of leisure and - 
means, deserres to be called a disciple of Christ, 
who does not deyote a portion of that leisure to 
the critical understanding of the ycdume which 
contains the evidences of his belief, the substance 
of his hopes, the catalogue of his duties, and the 
standard by which he is left to fix his own eyer« 
lasting destiny. And if from'the history of 
Dayid the leisurely and the educated Christian 
finds additional reasons for making himself well 
acquainted with the foundations of his hopes, 
the unlearned bdierer may gather from the 
same portion of Scripture his duty to receive thc- 
word of Grod -with meekness and pure affection, 
and not hastily to admit a divil which his igno- 
ranee alone prevents his answering. Every 
man, whatever be his station, should endeavour 
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to acquaint himself with his Bibleas wdl as lit 
can; but there will be SMne whose callings and 
duties in actiye life will not allow ihem to do this 
so well as others. All that I beseech of such is, 
that they will bear in mind the manner in which 
the objections raised out of the life of David 
have been answered ; aiMl that, when .they hear 
the word of Grod assailed by the ignorant and 
profane as unworthy of credit, they will reflect 
that there is at least as much chance that their 
opponent should be wrong, as their Bible : and^ 
if they hare leisure to inquire, they will find 
such to be the case. 

If these considerations are carefully laid to 
heart by you all, so as to manifest their results 
in your lives and practice ; if they make you 
search the treasures of the word of God, adore 
its wisdom, convince gainsayers, and save your» 
selves and others from the ruin of unbelief; if 
they give you encouragement to quit yourselves 
bravely in your Christian conflict in the strength 
of God, and teach you to distrust your own 
powers, and to fear, lest you should come short 
of the glory which our Lord has purchased for 
us all: nay, if one only of this congregation 
should thus have been affected, I will bear to 
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